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THE AVTHORS 5 
PREFACE TO.THE | 


YI READER, 


eAfint Paul in the beginning of his moſt worthy grane 
» - £psitle to the Romans, ſaith thus;. I am nat alha- Rom. r, 
- med of the Goſpell of Chriſt, for it.is.the power 
y.-of God ynto (aluation to all that belecue, /xwhich 
words he hath comprehended two-ſpectall points of a 
Chriftian man; that he ſp2ld confeſſe the Goſpel, 
RLZALSI and be of good comfort in confeſring the ſame : Fur 1t 
oo ent 11454 "18 m0t enough for a man te haxe the right under flan- 
ding. of the true detirine of the Gaſpell by the helpe of the holy Ghoſt, but 
it required of yeceſiitie, that he alſo vrter ut faithfully and openly ſhew 
3, that God may bee plorified in the beleewers : and that others [ſo may 
ſhake off their errors, which they arc tangledin, 4nd be allured toreceine 
4 fore mengcharthey.may ſee. your good: workes, and\glorifie. your Fae | | 
+ } - ther, whichis in heauen. e G14 Sar Paul ach; The beliete of. the Rom.ro, «3 
heart jutifierh; buc the mouth.confefieth vara.ſaluation, e Lad, Dauid P1a.116. £ 


Tf Faith; nd, and therefore.l ſpake, P/a-4.36- For 1542.46.84 tree 
, Canmot be agondiree, except it bring fid:th yood fferttee enen'{a cannot the 
F | Ffarthbeagood fauth.3-wmhere noounard tokenrof. life ang, goodineſſe ap- 
g peare. Howbeir thus ſaying onght t9t to he taten 45 though Imran that vor 


cations ſhould be confounded, and us though itwere lawful for exery man 
that luStedto ſtartap into the Pulpit ,89d there ſh:w his nunde,and teach 


- 


; : ; 'others openly, But that at neveſſarriyrequired of enery one toconfeſſe the 


Coſpellinhit awne vacatianand plavey 5 


tt thoſe that be Gonermnors perſmads themſeluey, that this yane of the -_ 
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them plainly, rightly, and faxrbfuly plant the Gofpell of Chriſt : Iet them 


notaſem#tle, ld ws themtnogplaythe Inglers, letthemmor eumber 
TREHS cohſtie 


his faith ty Chriſt and his Go l,not-halting! ly purplainty, according to 
ho fookr Contmandement:t Fo ſhale ws {oe KG of the Lord 
thyGod in vaine./Fh:re Pay! prakgth of confe fro the Goffell.which no 
men 1nght tobe aſhamed if,he ginerh plant ſromfication, that his minde 
#5 to haue ewery oneto lay 4 fave ound-worke of the heawenty emo 
whichthe ſonne of God hath preached.” Forit u not poſeible for ap 

fo beableto make a true and a conftant confoſ3ton of the Gospell, al 
who there 6ſt eertaine danger preſent before his x eb both 
onderftand the doftrine aright ,and exerciſe his cofeience theFemith,and 
perceine by often experience, that his ins Fork (if it.be toſſed ind trou- 
bled with temptations ) can qmizt ir ſolfe 11 none other dottrine but oncl 


#n thu, _ at the beginning, when the truth of. thedecreed pleaſure of 


uent,aud ſet the better loggebefare Homtly. For irwas an eafie matter for 
them to trake wid prate af tht time: for the crofſoof perſctention, 'which 
rrieth who be the true belceners,as Gold ts tried mn the fire, was chought to 
have beene at farther of, than it was. But now many are become ſo. 
i ems light mind-t and flide and fprivke ſo fufh, that it i a token, 

neuter learned the principles and fountations of the Goifels doftrine 


Sirhe For if they had learned thems, they would not be fo (bre aſhamed of 


that doFtrine that they ave not affaid almm'it to ſhaks of thename ir ſelfe; 
they would not ſeekefo narrow ſhifts,. nor play the anglers to winde them. 
ſelues ehoermenns Therefore ſuch men as profeſſe thansohues Chriftil 
ans, and yer hane not the rhoughunderftanding of the principall eAvtt- 
cles of (brifts doftrine, are nothing elſe bet vaine bubbles in thewater, 


which ſodain! IIIES ,and there ſtars vp &+ ſtand as though they were great 


matters, and yet 4s ſoone as ali NY ee os vpon them, they 


Varniſh away againe; 'yeg, for-t of es TRA 
nr age.ds, fiavedy reaſon wont vere ate; trrne to wa- 


rer againe from whence they farieds " Paul therefore requireth = an ; 
ype: | 


muciples and chiefe Articles of. 
the Goipels doftrine.” Lot Tearitrs Ade the" fame ii their vocation : Lot 


5+ Ang let encry one,mben he is ached, render account of 


God, ; Ogg tofhew a glimmering light in Germany, were wondrons fer- 
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s:icall, but a true diret} ronfeſſing of the Gajpell, where he: ſaith, 


 Jamnoraſhamed of the. Golpell. Ther afterward he telleth the cauſe Roe r.at 


why be 1s not aſhamed, nor any man ought to be aſhamed: Por it is the 
power of God'to ſaue all thar belicue. 7» theſe wordrhe both definerh 
the Goſpellby the proncipall eff», and expreſſeth the moſt high comfort, 
which ought to eaſe the dread of dangers in confeſſhig'of the Goſpelt. He 
ſaith, The Goſpel isthe power of God that faueth all beleeuers.?#hat 
eater thing canbe ſpoken of this Doftrine, when a man # preſſed with 
the dreads of conſttence,that 1,when he feeleth the hear'y Iumpe of ſnmes, 
fecth thewrath of God, and eternall deſerned panes : The Dinell re- 
quireth that 13 awe to him by reaſon of ſinne,death alſo goeth abonto exe« 
cute his office, and hell demandeth*that 1 his owne. What worldly po- 
wer 24 of ſo great ſtrength in this behalfe, as ts able: to deliner vs ont of ſo 
great harmes, and reftore unto vs righteonſneſſe, life and ſaluation.. For 
we are not guiltleſſe, ſo as theſe enemes fall vpons without. cauſe which 
were ſome comfort of conſcience, but they may by the moſt inſt indgement 
of God exerciſe tyranny vpon vs for ener,world without end. For we haue 
ſubaxed our ſelues through ſins vnto the gourrnment of our owne volun= 
tary free minde. And that no man ts able exther to ſane himſelfe cr any 0+ 
ther, death 1s a moſt perfett ſure witneſſe, which hath rid all ont of. the 
world that euer bare life; neither ſhall any man or woman eſcape his vio- 
lence vnuto the worlds end. But this poore perſon Paul # confidently bold 
to affirme in thuuplare,that theGoFfpell of Chriſt which he preacheth,hath 
ſuch a wonderfull force and power ,that it able torid vs wretched folkes 
out of theſe enerlafting extls,to put to flight and conquer allour moſt cru- 
ell enemnes ,c toreflore unto vs the lonuing fawour of God righteouſneſſe, 
and eternall tife. Fur this way-to ſane by,  iked _— God after none 
other fort,but that hewould of his mercy and for the death ſake of hu ſon, 
aſwell receiue them that beleene his promiſes declared and ſet forthin hts 
emdoubted written word,as to gue them righteouſneſſe, life,and enerla- 


fling ſaluation ; As Paul ſaith, x Cor.z, After that the world. inwiſ- x Cor, ... 


dome knew.not God:chrough wiſdome, .itpleaſed God through the 
fooliſhneſle of preaching to ſaue-them that belecue. e Ld thereof it 15 


richtly called the word of life. But as for all other doftrines kow excellent lobn 6. 
fo ener they be,they are inthis caſeunprofitable,uain,and of no value.For Phil. 2. - 


looke in what ..potnt they be the'moſt auailable, they ſbew ſome conſolati- 
ons," how miſeries andenill entreating, that chance to a manin this life, _ 
ought to.be manfully borne and ouercome , that 4 ſtout man ſhinld not 
ſtramefally cait dawne bis. heart altogether, and ftaine his honeFtie: 
2 3 But 
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 neitherridvs of them, nor aſſwage them one vor." But this Goſpel of [cx 
\ftes C'brift doth 6 po at the conſcience perfetHy, For it bringerh 
- moſt undonbted free forgivenc ſſe of ſomes for Chriſts ſake, and drinerh 
'F away the threatnings and power of the law,death, the dinell, and of hell. 
ho For when ſinne 1s put away, ut cannot be choſen, but the violence of all exe= 
| mics muſt needes not only be broken but quite asſpatched away : and then 
ﬆ followeth, that we are in fauowr with God, and made inheritors of e- 
nerlaſting life. - 

And how fortuneth «t, that this Word alone ts of ſo great ſtrength ? Foy 
iis. the power of God, {ſaith Paul)rhat w,God according to hu eternal 
and marueilous wiſdome hath founded pn joe the Kingdome of ; 
his Sonne, wherein men are borne anew and ſau:d by his Word,' and in | 

the ſame Word he himſelfe will be- mighty and of effe tall power. eAs | 
for other dottrines, they hae not this high commendation of honour that | 
they were the power of God: Indeed they be the noble good gifts of God, | 
which all men ought to ſe with thankeſgining, but they are not that po= | 

wer of God, whereby the wrath of God ts raken away, and whereby men | 
are deltuered from the Lordſbip of death, the deuill, and hell. This reall | 
title, the Goſpell of Chriſt, which was declared ont of the eternall Fa. 

thers boſome, chalengeth onely to itſelfe. Therefore where Chriſt ſaith, 

He that heareth:you, beareth me. e-G:d,; It is nor you-that ſpeake, 

bur the Spirit of God which is in you : reacherh ws concerning this pos 
wer, that God doth gime righteouſneſſe ani exerlaſting life to all beleeners 

' through the Word. Furthermore, the ſ#lfe ſame Word that teacheth the | 
benefits of Chriſt, # rightly called alſo The power of -God, becauſe it : 
abideth and endureth for ener : netther cant by any force or craft, et= 
; ther of the world or the denill (mhichſeeke alwates to doe miſchiefe ) be 
*Ela.q9. oxerthrowne or brought to confuſion, as {briſt ſaith, There Thall no 
Macs, gates ot hell preuaile againſt it. For albeit, this Word that was ſent 
from Heanen hath beene ſometimes moſt filthily mangled and darkned, 

[6 that horrible errors have borne the- rule farre and broad, and: the 

ſtate of all things hath beene after ſuch wiſe as tbongh it ſhould be quite 
plucked vp by the roots,'yet im other places, though among a very flen- 

der company ,it hath Iaine vndefiled, and\when time came at was brought 

forth into'ltght againe by ſuch #nſtraments 14s God raiſed\vp mto the 

miniſtry : whone he cauſed ro gather hun Church together, that truly ace 
krowledged him, triily called*upon him;"and truly ſerned him. Theres 


ifore the Goſpell of (hiſt, which-Paul, -and other of the e-ApoFtles and 
; Pro- 
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TotheReader. 
Prophets preached, t ſuch a one, that no man tnſoly bee aſhamed of 
it. For i ebe very powey of God, becauſe ir both War Ar ſaluation 4 
the hearts of faithfull belceners, and cannot bee wviterly extinguiſhed. 
Wherfore ſbal we then be afraid at the power e5- furionrage of the whole 
world, which now ( as though it were wood ) goeth abont etther to obſcure 
or-vtterly put forth the heanenly light of Gods Goſpell ? The world hath 
ſome power, 1ſay not nay, many are mſchienouſly well skilled m crafty 
policy, wheremith their arift # to 9ndermine" the truth of God, if they 
could by any poſſible craft onerthrow it, T grant : but they ſhall be none 
other #11 WA than if water bubbles ſhonld beat againſt rocks of Ada 
mant: For in as much as Ged hath ſtrengthened this Word 'with hitpo- 
wer, Act's ſhall diſpleaſe God to their owne greateſt harme, whoſoener at= 
rempreth any thing againſt it * as the Hiſtories of all ages doe plenteonfly 
report. Then ſeeing our ſaluation 75 contained in this onely word, it 3s our 
dut —— to perſemere init, that we ſuffer not our ſelues tobe whir- 
tedabout with enery bluſtring winde of Dottrme. It were our day alfo 
norto be ſo fore afraid, though our enemies, the Papiſts, fought onr de 
G 


ftruttion : but to confeſſe the Gaſpel conſtantly, and let God alone with 
the ſucceſſe of the matter, for he will not ſuffer his owne canſe to faile,nor 
hs power tobe weakned or diminiſhed. a | 


Torheiment therefore I might moniſh,and according to Pauls ſaying, 
exhort ſome both to embrace the true doftririe of the GoSpell which # come 
ro open'light now in theſe latter dayes of the world, and to confeſſe it, aud 
ro keepe 1t ſafe alſo. | Thane vpon 4 godly purpoſe gathered certaine rea- 

Jans,that it i1ndilawfnll for a man either tobe a platye Nemer,that ts, to 
be withont any certaine Retipion,and paſſe upon no dofirin? or to halt on 
both ſides at once, that 12, os defirous to be loyned in familiar friendſhip 
both with the defenders of corrupt ditrine,and them that maintaine pure 
dottrine all at once, under what pretence ſoener it be. Howbeit my minde 
was not to offend any mans perſon, but onely purpoſed to reaſon vpon the 
matter it ſelfe,as mode$tly as Teonld,ont of the foundations of holy Scripe . 
ture fo fareaf.God gane me leaue : and] truſt I ſhall in a manner fatiſ= 
fie them, that mage me with indifferent hearts. But againit the ſnatching . 
of Peirce pickguarrell, I ſhall per aduenture hane no remed) : For I doubt 
not,but ſome will conſtrue me crookedly inough, as the verſe ſaith : Con. 
ſcius ipſe ſibi,de ſe putat omnia dici. He that hath a guilty conſcience 
thinketh exery thing Spoken by himſelfe. But I deſire all men to wy the . 
smportance of the matter without prinate affettions; and conſider before= . 


hand,in what ftate they will appeare another day before the Tudge (hrift, 
ht ' which 
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which ſhall require « reckoning of vt allathis\laft 1nagement. 'T weedd[> 
208 ——oiaind vaC the world," bnt of the conſetence, inwhas 
kind of Doftrineit can quiet it ſelfe,and of ſalnation of ſoule. And alberr 
1 doewell enough underſtand mine owne infancy and childiſh tongue" i 
compariſon of ſo majy moſt excellent, moſt learned, and maſt us wiſe 
wen, whom God hath ftirred up in many" places n'this moſt happy temee, 
which exceed mee farre both in learning and pratti/e ofthings, and coul4 
haxe handled this matter mech more notably than I can doe, yet for as 
n#ch as God of his great mercy hath called mee to thi muniſtery tn) the 
Church, Ithought it my duty alfd, to beare and preſent nine offering 
wnto the Lords eAttar , not trng / bur he will takg #7 i good part, at 
though it is not comparable wnto other mens gifts. Chriſt makerh fignsfi= 
cation,that he was not diſcontent with the two farthings, which rhe poaye 
Widdow caſt into the treaſare houſe,and therefore he willnat- be difpeaſed 
at my one farthing, which 1 now exhibite.Thu. 1, thought gvod:to dedicate 
onto br ftney Reader. For that there « nothing #n,a{ the world that 


beantifiet | 


th and becommeth a man (+ much ,as liberall bringmg 

fetters, eſpecially if he ſet hii minde pon godlineſſe wthall, which ought 
to be the gowernour and limiter of all other ſciences. Let other make muth 
of their riches and worldly power, which are ſlippery goods; and fall 4+ 
Way 51 "_ monent. But Sens — rey 
ng, ecially godline C,, AYE CHETLAJFERLY VECKROS. WC, aud 
_ eto people all, haxe . world/ ty riches, . as well as the good 
and godly : but they haze not honeſt learning and godlineſſe {0 woll as 
they. Thus Ibeſeech God the Father of aur Lord Jeſs Chriſt, tokeepe 
vs all in the one and true Dothrine of the Goſpell, andpreſerne the ſam 
wnto or poſterity, and ſuffer it not to be vtterly deſtrayed by tbe Denits 
-Wor kmanſmp. Few you bearrily well, Wola ive had 
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GODLIE AND A 
NECESSARIE ADMONL 


tion. concerning euters andſuch 


"4s" deſerue the groſſe name of lacks 
of bo:h fides, 


EAN QEN in all Ageshaue iudged that thediuerfities of 
SS) "/- Religions and Dodtrines doe cauſe alterations of 
\ mens mindes, and ſundry changes, and bring dif- 
=/ commodities vnto Realmes. And for that cauſe 
W; there haue | beene alwaies many drye mockers 
of Religion ,- and ſpecially of that Religion 

& which God himſelfc hath ſer forth and' ordey= 
a” SJ ned. Andof the learned fort there haue beene not 
. a few, that would apply themſclues vnto the wills 
of the high Eftares, (like gay fine Cookes for their Lords owne tooth)and 
ſceke ſome eighty quiet meanes, by parching two or three Religions of 
conitraty ſoits together, as well torak * away the troubles of Sciſmes;as to 
maintaine peace, and the ſtate of things preſent the betcer and-{( as they 
thought) Fe thee in'fafegard:This wasthe originall fountaine(doubtles) 


whence the Tutkes Alcoran ſprung, & whence — eluiſh-chaoges 


and horrible mingle mangles of Religions had their beginning, which,ic is 
nor poſſible perattienture to plucke: vp cleane by the rootes white the 


: world goeth zbour?” Irisno maruaile therefore, though thoſe moſt noy- 


ſome miſchiefes come yp thick and > lt now in this laſt doting age 


Neuter and lacks of both fides. 
of the lying world(for they began a great while agoe) and yore, end beare 
theſwing more and more,ſeeing Chrifteold before band, that chelaſt fea- 
ſon of the world ſhould bee the filthy finke of all wickedneſſe, in ſo much 
that it ſhall be almoſt a doubt, whether the Sonne of God when hee com- 
meth downe from his ſecret Seate vnto iudgement, ſhall finde faith on 
earth, And we are all ouerwhelmed almoſt with ſo greatdarkeneſſe, and 
are ſo pur-blinde that wee cannot ſee theſe ſo haynous miſchiefes, nor 
much abhor them ; no, we rather ioyne our {clues to them ina manner of 
our owne voluntary minde.There is no ſmall paine therefore hanging ouer 
this laſt ſeaſon, ſceivg all countreys are pen to godleſle voluptuouſneſle 
' ſofarand wide, yea torſuch godleſſe voluptuouſneſie, that the molt cleare 
light of Gods Goſpell, which through the great-mercy of God hath ſhined 
bright in theſe latter dayes,and doth by the-bounteous beucfitof.God caft 
light yet Rill,is lothed, and is not only troden vnder foot of many men,but 
alſo which is the more ynworthy and more noyſome, men countir a lighe 
eryfling matter ; nay they*recken it a ſingular witty part, that they 
can craftily doke-and diflemble Religion, and. handle-themſclues in all 
outward affaires after ſuch ſort, as if a man were familiarly linked toboth 
parts,. not altogether gon from the: Papilts, leſt hee bee reckoned a ſtub- 
borne fellow, not vtterly deuorced from the Goſpellers, left hee be called 
an Apoflata :-and by thatſhift ro walke as it were tn the middle-and molt 
ſafe way, to be indifferent to both. fides,to keepe; peace, ſubſtance, honour, 
- anddignity ſafe, and not alogether nor {lurtiſhly. co forſake Religion,avd 
yer for allthar, to ſceme addiCtto what Religion. a man,will. This matrer 
fay.is noſmall miſchiefe which the deuill in this filthy finke-hole ofthe 
world bewitcketh and inſpireth folkes withall. For: by:;this meanes mens 
hearts by little and little waxe faint more and//more, the truth is kept in 
couert and ſuffereth violence,confefſing of the Goſpel is become mamme- 
budger, Martyrs wax geaſon, and. Chriſt is altogether buryed. And this 
miſchiefe is pleaſant and gay at a bluſh, but iris a/perilouſer matter than 
men take for, nourcing the licrer of all abhominatian, . as ic were ynder a 
great ſwolne-tunbelied-panch,, and.is indeed a boxe. 'concerning-} all, mil- 
chicfe. Now, ſeeing the matter is euen:fo, arid this milchicſe Pp waeg 
(like a canker)and ſpreadeth it ſeHKe daily broader and broader,g& infeerh 
very many folkes of all cflates, with his moſt Peſtilent contagious infeRi- 
on: ſurely it were very.neceflarily requiſite, that thoſe whom. God hath or- 
dainedeo bee watchmen onhis tower, >Mhould notþee icarclefieaprhough 
there were no danger in hand: they ſhould not playthe-dumme dogges,or * 
talke of nothing bur as though all:were well: but. foraſmuch as moft pene 
ene 


Neuter and Iadkeof both fides, 


ſent perilk of foules is/before onr eyes, ; they ſhould. bee diligent; -and like. - 


faithfall crilſty men.they ſhould privately and openly xeſiſt theſe ſa great 
miſchiefes :.they ſhould moniſh and*exhorte all.men to confefle the xruth 
plainely without halting, & let God alone with the relt, For it ishischarge 
to care how, he will keepe his Church and members,and traine them ſafely 
through the wilde raging waues of the red ſea, when therufling Empires of 


the. world ſhall. come to naught. For-euery one is bounden and: confirai- . 


ned by the: Commandement of God to linke bimwſclte. ſurely to the truth, 
and confeſſe irfyea if neede were,cuen with the danger of his life, And al- 
beit ImeaſurEmy felfe by mine owne foot and perceive how vnfit a man 
I amto treate of this contronerhie at large, namely being fo farre ſpread a- 
broad;iyervpon certaine conſiderations I am purpoſcd preſently to talke 
of ſome poynts, at leaſt touching tliis. matter, to the intent I may ſhey in 
few words as it were poynting with my-finger, that itis nor lawfull nor a 
ſmall tryfling matter for a man to be an Epicure,or to dally inreligion;and 
writh che truth of the Goſpel to his owne priuate commodities, as hee li- 
Geth.bimſelfe. And Irruſttbar God will takethis- childiſhſtammering 
tongue of mine in thankfull parte, ſecing irlyſpeth of his glory and praiſe. 
nd alchough it bee nor allowed of all men in this mott corrupe world, ir 
hall make no great force. Paw!ſaith ; if / went about to pleaſe men, [cortT 
net be the ſerngnr of Chriſt, Now will I briefly ſpeake of ewo queſtions : 
firſt, whether itbe lawfull for any man to be a Newter, and-then whether 
a man. may lawfully keepe a meane,' or be alacke ef both ſides. And when 
I haue knyt vp theſe in few words,and miniſtred but euen as it were couert 
matcer for men to mule vpon, Iſhall then leaue the whole caſe for euery 
mans way and diſcuſſe more aduiſedly and more throughly with himſelf. 
And before we buckle vs to our bulineſſe, it is good to know,that I reaſon 
not preſently.of any open blaſpicmous ſorts of folkes, as ob Turkes or 
Iewes or other ſuchlike.idolatrous people,burt of them moſt chieflly which 
are among the people of God, tha: is ro ſay, inthe Church : and are nor al- 
toperher godleſle, as they thitike themſelues, and as they would haue o- 
ther 0 pt them.:  ncitherare they of the, baſe common. ſort of peo- 
ple, nor ynlearned filly foules, but' pale other menin many gifts of nurture 
and good qualities, and are ſuch'men as would nor bee reproqued nor 
found fault withall, but looke eatneſtly ro bee praiſed for: their fingular 
wit and ſobernefle. Pal?) 


 Taeſecherfore be Neuters, which when men vary\in-their doctrine;that ,,,,.. 
is,yvhen two doRrins are ſo contraxy the onerto the other,that thereiis bard yyeurers, - 


held among great learned men about them, aflentopenly to _—_— 
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Neuter and lacke of both fides. 
all but abide in a meane; either defying borh parts and deuifing ſome pe- 
culiar opinions of their owne braines, which they loue and ſer much by: 
or elſe paping for a determination of DoRtines in ſome general Councel, 
wrkeand. 1.75 that beare the ſway in the Church and allche whole world, 
ſhould acknowledge andembracethe truth, and where it ſhould bee ſer 
forth vato all men after ſuch ſort, as none durſtbee'fo hardy as ro ſpeake 
once again it, But in che meane ſeaſon while it commeth not thus ts paſs, 
they keepe them in a meane, they doubt in their minde,'they reſtraine and 
ſuſpend their conſent, they neither allow,nor diſallow either patt. But 
thoſe are [aches of both ſides, or walkers ina meane, which vie themſelues 
after a contrary faſhion, that is, they hang on both ſides, and do whar they 
canto be in fauour with both partes : ' ſome popiſh royes they follow to 
come- in fmyour with them, for feare of putting themſclues & their pelfe in 
hazard.On the other fide, their drift is to content the Goſpellers alſo, -leſt 
it ſhould bee thought they doe againſt the truth that they had acknow- 
ledged : And all this vpon a wondrous forecaſt of peace and rranquillicy, 
Such men as are not earneſtly bent to anyReligion, andreferre all'tobee 
ſer forth,allowed,and debated -by a Councel;or-keaneboth to this fide'and 
co that fide, are worthy to beare the name of Nemterrand /ackes of both ſides, 
This (Irtruſt ) ſhall plaincly appeare by that, rhat followerh. Fherefore 
Iwill make no more words in this behalfe. ' Of theſe- indifferent diſcreet 
wiſe-men there are diuerſe kindes. Firft;in a generalicy-there be two ſorts. 
For ſome are Nemters and [aches of both ſider ini temporalFand poliricall'8: 
worldly matters, which be fubje&-vnto reaſon,fo as they may bee rightly 
diſcerned and tudged' by reaſon, For God hath graffed a certaine wonder- 
fulllight into the nature of man, which this preſent life may in a manner 
be gouerned by.Howbeit, it-is greatly abated and obſcured throughori- 
ginall finne, ſo that very many times tharexcellent judgement-of reaſon is 
deceived, and readeth in many things at- a venture;as rhe blinde man ca. 
ſteth his affe. There bee other Nexters and Jacker of both ſider im dinine 
things and Gods owne holy -matters , which pertainero the conſcience 
and {oules health. Thoſe be not naturally fubieR vnto reaſon, bur they are 
and ought to-be takenfor true: why? becauſe God hath plainely opened 
them. Theſe Inow properly ſpeakeof; And of theſe there are niany ſorts; 
Some regard no kinde-of Do&trine atall, and ſo they tell every body : they 
defie both the Papiſts part and the Goſpellers, and liue after their owne fa- 
thion -and ances, either viterly withour Religion, not” paſſing-whether 
they know {the truth or ner; ©or'elſe” they imagine' opinions of 'their 
owne, and thoſe they Rticke Routely to,yea, when they have not a word mo 
. Y 
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fay, yet they will nor-yeeldnorcchangerheir ardertient; bur agiewerevn- 
moueable meereſtones ſticks faft in their place. Thoſe-may truely and pro- 
perly be called Epicures and Godleſſe perſons, men'borhiwvaywardiand 


 {tubborne.Some acre ſecretly and crafiily hatters or both' fides; thar they 


may be as it were all one with:che Goſpellergimvatwardcodncenance,bur 
yer they beare the! hartier good wit inwardipts thePapiltsrh&cnemics of 
the Goſpell, Intheirhearts'rhey' aHfow-Papiſtry, and now andchen tliey 
belch ourne lefle by parables in'their Communication.Asfor theopinions 
thatthey haue once conceiued; and fpecially ſuch. as they hate beene nofe- 


| ledvp infrom theirrender yeares, they keepe fill toothand'nayle;c and 


hide them to to diligently within cthemſelugs.”: They? wiſtr ini their flecue 
thatall Popery wete ſex vpagaine;! yer for ſeate-and warldly-aduantage 
ſake; they beare afaire face outwardly, and'dare nor ſpeake openly what 
their heart thinketh, Theſe may becalted; arid areindeedPeſtilent hypo- 
crites, becauſethey blow neither hot nor colds Other Zacherof tor; feder 
there are much like vnto theſe weſpake of lat; bariyer mare, orafty -and 
mote- yngratious” than'all the reſt: 'For they/play whipracks andturne 
them wonderfully, and halt ort both ſides ſo-njmbly; that-rhey:doe what 
they can to-pleaſo &:content/bothipartes. They behave: thernſelues ſowhen 
they are withthe-Papiſts,' tharthey'ſcetmerobeofrheirmindes Comrari- 
wiſe among the Goipellers they:make:a poodly ſhtiw;berauſerbity woild 
ſceme norto havevtterly caft-awaynot forfaketwrls ; In{omecrhiogs 
they frame themſelues like vnto the PapiftsrheetiemiesvitheGolpel,they 
beare with many _ , they recciue many things anduheydifſemble ma- 
ny things, - that they thinke verily: they are oftheiropinion;/-Contrariwiſe 
theirratke is ſuch vnco;the otherpares7ithitmo manicar pofliblyperceiue 
any- manifeſt ſhcinking - in-thens. | Thiy> feckernmrow wales; 'thatſfome 
manner agreement may bohad;,” ar the Jeaſbiivourwardimarters: They tra- 
uaile till rh&pſivearagaine; to maintaine tranquillity, norqncly in rempo- 
rall affaires; but'ih cccleſrafticallmatrersmott principally; : asithey make - 
their boaſt, and 'may:inot.abig them char darvonce hifts apairiſtitheir;1 
cies. Wharinanie Iſhalt'decke theſe men-withall]:cannoralmoſtrell;For 
they differ among ppmons mewprreerermeega 
becalled Martyn many<volours. Watkitr Waueronrs, and Barnard! Bely- 
molntes,that can turnetheir cloke.as the winde'blowetl,ant& make a:con. 
cord berweene Chriſt and Belial,Well; we may-calbthern-aftertheir Gods | 
facher ow the fieeplerbp,Weatharcockes, 2 (+ 53 127 i , WH? Dos a9 
' Thefe people will bee counted to'excerdeand'to bee farrewiſer than 
otherfolkes, Indeede they be farce wickeder, for their-fetch is altfor their 
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Newer dvd Jdeke of bath fides. 
owne-ſafcty, ant yetvadens fdint<lgked-prettiicero-belyiech and bleare 
the vnlcarned JUlly ſoules eyes with all; rand var a uipumerable orber 
inothepirwith them, bh 027 57 Ys 2" 0 0% zpr2 | 

- Burfor ſhortnefieſake levys. (as wee began) ' call the Hirſt ſort Nemtrers, 
and allthereſt /othgs efiberbSiger, Arid:ifany;more game inche way, include 
thera within theſe gehatollſortes-., Howbehaberepughtto bee-a diligene 
diffcrence purbecrweene wenklitigs,bichde:definous:rolearnicand tobe 
taught, and vir Newters and JackePof bath fdetc! For my communication 
heere is obfsh:a5 offend, tnore/of malice then of weakenes and ignorance; 
Asforthewtakednd: ſytthazdo-whar rhey- canto cometo the truth, andif = 
they might forthe to-hiefre. is, Wawld: maſftidehtoufly/and with thanke. 
gining receiucitgwe,as reaſoit is;dcare patiently withall,aud beſcech-God 
to behold and:helpetheirgtoanings,tharchey may receiue ſome glimmies 
gee ey of the bright:Sun bfehe Goſpel»: +: - | | 

'Bur&sforgny\Nealtes anid:Jackrs of beth fider, they are almoſt paſt a- 
mendment;.avit:{ha}lþdopentidatidrwasd 2 coy 225 0 376 9227) 
words,oht df what fountaine theſe men, which 


- Nowtter rafheiwac few; w | 

follow their ownefanl iop fo.faftzand whatmakerth them to become 
tuch manneroffolkes: y.camenlLourofone.fenne. Butto ſpeake 
ata word, they arcbredoi ron rs ene ane pt of Gods 
Word r(Gr# ti-ſoightand-iynognſtaneaidded;.cha: the 
(octkegacint op ng; andthinks it a very ſmall matter to dal. 


ane}{Qbritis/workes hers tharman-isaccopted firſtfreely: fn Chy as 
fake; but notfreely afterwardin the erid}, bur for-higownecharities/fake] 
ſothat he mdketh bis inftification perfeRly; vp bimfelfe, But when thee: 
ſmoneniteare-manifeft reftimonics/brought: out bock:of rhe Olde Tetta» 
ment and New, which teach tharwoavrep edrighteous,orrighte> 
ouſneſſe is*impured vrito' vs 'onelythrough themetit-of Chrilt bode! 
faich-freely without the worthineſleof our merits'r that geare _— 

| their 
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Neuter and Iacke of both fides. 
their mindes this-way and that way; that they hang ina doubt, andcannot 
rotl;\whichi-way rhey-ought rarher-to leanero; Reaſon: calleth this way: = 
che-authority.of Gods: Word bidderh that way.” Theſe diſcreet Wicty mien 
alſo'thinke thus, Lo, of the one parrthoſe chat haue rule of the Church 
and worldly gouernment, confirmeand ſtrengthen their Do&rines with 
ſome teſtimonies of Scripture, with the authority of Fathers, -with the 
conſent of certaine Councells, and with the'opinion of long continuance: 
and theſe are learned and holy men, and ic is nor'like that they are cleane 
deſtitute of the holy Ghoſt, Rs 
But on the other partthey doe the ſame,and much more ſtrongly*: they 
pick out the foundation of all the holy Scriptures,and laythemoutopenly 
before men, they report themto the pureſt ſentences of tathers, androthe 
authority ofthe pureſt Councells/ and ſhew the conſent: of che Church in 
all Ages continually from the beginning. Neuertheleſſe they are bura few 
men in number,and of no famous eſtimation, To be ſhort, borhyparties ſeem 
to haue ſome'truth on their ſides. /- Ws) ore: 
- They thinke therefore; wharſhift ſhall -T:make in+ this: behalfe?' Tr is 
much better for tie tobe 2'Newtrerinſoigreat a controuerſiey; thanitstake 


-., 


vp the trife'to mine owne/harme; 


'-"So men that loue honeſty ( as they would be taken) are offended with: 
the vices of borhpartes. They thinke, lo on the Papiſts part there are many 
fowle faults aid vices, idolatry, tnuocationof deat Saints, idefiling of the 
Sactaments; Sitmony*,'wiue-lefſewhoremonging, 8c. ' "On: the contrary 
part among'the'Golpellersthere be many imbpecillities, there is no dilci- 
pline, there reigne deceites,,. drunkenneſle /and riot. So both partes haue 
very many things worthy reproach. And when they haue conceiued ſuch a 
fantaſtical imagined-toy'in'their heads, '2s 2{aro hadorratherasthe Ana 
bapcifts have; what manner a thing the-Congregation-oughe robe, that is 
withoitit fpetor ſoyle; therefore they thinks it' a winier pattfor them'to 
abſtaine from borh ſides, till thoſe offences be raken away, They ſee the 
power and ſucceſſe of the one'part, and wudge their luckie tare to be a te- 
Reno thas God loueth thera :© Againez they behold che misfattunesand 
tmiſcries of theother/part; whiclithey take for tokens'thar Godiiadifplea- 
ſed with them. At@ word, they compare the quierhefſs'of the /Papiſts and 
He troubles that the other part ſuffereth together. Inalbcheſe marrers rea- 
fontoylethiolily, and caſteth-yery ' may. folkes hearts headlong' into the 
fil} Areami orgulft'of albdoubbe; tf 1 roger bon: | 
"Thirdly; they be Nenter# and Rackes ofboth Gdes, -rhar:ſhan the ſeare 
ef dangers and the Croſſe of perſectrion, which forthe/molt pare keeperh 


company. 


company: with the confeſling ofthe:truth;as the ſhadow doth with the bo« 
dy. And allthis commethto paſſe, by reaſotrthey are ignorantof the Ward 
otGod., ;For thoſe that | wayer and dodbr afterthis:faſhion, were never 
erue Chriſtians /:-chey, never laid the foundations of found Detrine 
aright,and they arethe (cede:that was. throwen ypon the. high way, and 
ypon.thornes, and fAlones, which-can-bring forth no fruir. They ſermmore 
by thethings that ate corporallthen everlaſting, They are and remaine ſtill 
chechildren of this world, farre wiſer rhenche childecn of light,intheir ge- 
neration. But I will talke no longer of theſe matters, forthey ſhall bee 
touched- afterward-againe in their qwne-place. Hereof ( except my wit 
faileme)it may begathered in a manner,whereof cheſe double faced doub- 
eers ſpring.And albeit ſome make one pretence,lome another, yet they may 
be-'refetred to this one ſum, as I rake ny, Now therefore the queſtion is noc 
altogether ta be macked.ar, whether ithe free for aman tobe a Newter,thar 
;t6abſtaine vrrerly from'borh parces,the one being contrary to. he other, 
and follow his owne wit, inthe meane time, till the exuth be-opened, and 
beallowed of all men from:the higheſt to. the loweſt, The anfweryis fim- 
ple;plaine, and true, thar there is:a. great, difference berweene: temporall 
marcers ofthe world,and ſacred matters of the ſoule: 1n es Fo 
a.man-may blamelefly, | nay, rightfully: ſometime keepe ameane, and 
ſuſpend hisiudgement, that is to ſay, -in ſuch-cauſes as bee intricate and 
darke, and paſſe the capacityofmang,reaſon, : Fot:there be yery many na- 
eurall things, which the weakenes of gians wir is, not aþle to try-and {earch 
out. And ſo inaftuall things, there be noc -a few 'thart paſſe mans vnder= 
ſtanding, . and arc not opened-plaine enough yer.rothis hower. As when 
they diſpute in naturall things, how: the molt goodly many _couloured 
Raine-bowe is cngendred im the cloude,of what matter the Winde is:made 
indeede,from whence it taketh his beginving,and whergirgiugthouer, or 
other ſuch like,it is not chroughly rryad nor knowne. Fora man may. per- 
ceiue inthat matter,that reaſon is very weake;ſccing it is notable'with her 
quicknefle to deſcribe ſo much as theſe lower matters. The Philoſophers 
cannot tell, from whence this darke jgnorince-is mingled among the moſt 
exc{llenttighe which wascreared; 40 man; But che Word-of God telleth 
that itcomerh of finne, Adam while he-was in his entire perfettion, diſcer= 
ned moſt readily the natures- of all chingschat bare life,and of all hearbs, 
and therefore he gaye cuery thing aname agreeable tq,thenature of it, as 
Scripture doth report, Whereby it is plaige.that he had. agreatand a no» 
table kriowletge;th all other natures alls, i,Butafter' his fall, rhar gift be- 
ganto vaniſh away.rhoxe and more, namely in-his poſterity, and thar os 
cemainet 
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Neuter' ani Tacke of both ſides,” 
remaineth-invs is veryflender, but yer in mans life it is both great and ne» 
ceſlaty. ,Jrslſo beareth witnefle of God,' and ſhewerh thar the ſhadowes 
(or the decayes rather) of Gods workmanſhip doe fill remaine, which 
the Sonne of God muſt needs reftore, and that ſhall be done perfeQly in 
the reſurreRjon. Bir ro rerxuroe to the marter, Iris'nor lawfull for allthis, 
for amanin'sll worldly martersto teftrajne hiv'afſent., co doubr, and to 
2gree vnto no judgement,” For ſome are knowne'by theirprinciples,, 
which'are either deduced our of their principles by good'conſequence, 
or elſe chey are knowne and: diſcerned perfe&ly enough by experience. 
In ſoch caſes verely , an honeſt man'may norlawfullydoube-: as thar 
rwice two is foure; © manimay nor lawfully makerz doubt of it, becauſe 
tharmenner of knowledge if graverinto mans nature. Thar a man ſhould 
doe one good turiie for another, arid that none ought to hurt another, 
all: menknow by nature moſtcerrainly. Wherefore, if -any man will yet 
Aill Rar in doubr;he iviuftly counted not tobeaman;burthe monRerof 


a man, and withourall'win” v 0757340 mwah lt cid eden 

7180 if the queſtion be asked; whethervolupruouſnefle or yertte be the 
end'that man is made to, it is not lawfull ro: be a'Neuttr.| For the very 
reaſons that ate'teduced of nature it ſelfe,doe evidently declare,that not 
v efſe burrathervertqerſrhiaris'to ſay, the acknowledging, of 
God) ix:rhe end whereuvnro manigordeined; Forthe Jaw 6f nature is ſo 
griffed in enory ohe of vs; that ic reprefſencertiand ſhewerh'(ay much as 
rernainechsflill i-our corruptnatire)the chiefe workeman,/ as it were in 
x glaſſe; Therefore they tharſay,] pleaſure is the end whereunto-man is 
made, are led by abruriſh-offeivn, rather: ther by'narurall-iuggement, 
Burt as for: choſo rhavieaucthic manrerindiffcient,andfollow atitber part, 
28 thovphiirwetech muneraboutrmans vaderftanding; theyaredoubr- 
IfEmifftedby the power bf SarhancAnUyerthere wereamong them that 
Hued as macitte ted themwichout che light of Gods word, - which main- 
rained, thar 5 fan muftdoubrevenin theſe matters that 1'now. {peake 
ofe dffiripitny thurche act of things is incormprebeofible, 8nd-coprot 
cially Pirrbs,a man who was vareaſonably SPLITS, 10-21 161 
can belenteidiytcomge;chareilthingsinuatt bed dof, of (as Imay 
ſo tearmeir) thar:Neurralty isto be allowed : Aschet I am nowin this 
09 nr eto one, 2 mee ppm har. he 
ivedees,aif@@uctticecybefdid aft iIvencgriaineo Bur: it is. 8 
manifcft ane} thorethmrie divellimadnefſle, toipur. no differcoce ac all, 
berweenethoſt chingetharGod A. OS have 
ro 
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robe rulesfor then'es followintheis life-eimezend tboſe chings which. 
the wit of nan is ableeicher with much difliculey;or:elſcave acgll roat- 
caine. Theſe menfters with their: followers: are. iuglyreicRed, and cx. 
ploded.: For what icelſe to-'denychings ma3vifeſt and. evideng;by Na. 
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 Obſeruerhereforetheiffcrentebtrweeneidden, znd-perplexe mat=: 
ters, andrhoſe that On expreſly ſer forth before all mens cyes; 
and vnderſtanding; or be Rirengthenedar leaſt with colerable reaſons, In 
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Neuter and Tackeof both fides, 
or any meanes elſe; burofthe ſecret myſteries of God, which (asthe A» 
poſile faith) noeye hath ſeene, noearehath heard; nor haue centred into. 
any mnans heart; which,therefore be certaine,ſure,and perperuall, becauſe 
God hath opened them, nor in figures bur plainly,and would haueeuery 
body both ro know them and beleeue ther. Bur to make-the matter 
'moreplaine andcleare;lſhall dinideit as it were intorwo ſorts. | 
Firft, there be ſomethings in Scriptures ouer=darke, which. arc notall 
throughly opened; but ate deferred ynto the life to come: and diuerle 
men haue diuerfe opinions of them. Then there be other things thatare 
manifeſtly diſcloſed and declared, which God would have to be knowne 
in chislife, This diftioQion, þ confeſle, is-fomewhat too wide, if any 
manlufterh ro divide'ir more exaQtly,-Ihinder/him not. Touching ceree. 
monies inflicured inche:Church by the 'authorizy of man, for as:much as 
they ſwarue ſomewhat from this mai ter, my purpoſe-is not to ſpeake any 
farther of them\jnthis place, Ofrhar firſt ſort, ſuch be, as are no Articles 
of the faich, nor be ſo neceſſary, but that. wee may be faued though we 
know them not. But foraſmuch as'mans narure is curious, and+goeth a- 
bour ro ſearch our ſecrets, and namely choſe thar.are hidden: by the fin« 
gular counſcliof God, that is the cauſe why men: doe vatie in opinions, 
| lothat one thvs, and another after another-ſort hath" iudged of them, In 
this varjetic of opinions, and in ſuch matrers as cither are- not throughly 
opened, ortheexaRt-knowledge of them is not required vnto ſaluation, 
we may reftraine our aſſent and ſabſcribe roneitherpart,,  as:ina matter 
too deepe for our capacitieperfeRtly to 10quire of /As for example. Inche 


Scriptures it is told before hand that this world ſhall-once be defiroyed, Th, cr. 
andthe quick and thedead iudged thus farreicis an Article ofour faith. tain day of 
Bur the time when, what yeare; what day, and what moment that ſhall doome. 


be,*isno where expreſſed: clegtely-and diftiatly.in the Roles:of holy 
writ,” And Chriſt when bis Apoſtles asked him,made them this anſwere : 
It « not. for you to know the times or the ſeaſons, which the father hath 
fot in big owne power , Af,x. And concerning that day and houre no-man 
knoweth nor'the- Angels of heaucn, bur onely the: father. Alſo, thoſe 
dajet ſhall bee ſhortned for the eletts ſake; at, 24. And/Paud faith, The 
day of the Lord ſbalbeome'\as @ thiefe in the night, 1 Theſ.y. Therefore as 
concerning the prefixedand yery exact time,” when the whole building 
of this world ſhall be diffolued; and all the-dead ſhall at che ſounding. of 
the tturpet and the voycs of rhe Archangellcome oucof their graucs, it 
isnor 4&/Article of outfairhy bur a-riddle; thay wwe perchance - | 
beabletoread. Burmen now nlepes (as their Nacure is a 
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and harpe;b vpon things forbidden) gheſſe ac ayencure, They bring oue 
Els ſaying, of the 6000. yeeres, wherewith the workes of the fix dayes 
accord. There be ſome Prophecies in Daweljn theſayings of Chriſt and 
cthe-Apoliles, andinthe Apocalzps : and ſome fignes alſo are ſpoken of ro 
come before, which. now are comerto paſſe before our eyes. Of theſe 
and ccertaine other texts compared together, the time is prefixed when = 
the world ſhall baye an end, And there haue beene ſome doublediligent 
and buſte-witted men, thatlettednor to-appoint the very yeere and day 
in open writings,but when it happened not-iuftly after their reckoning, je 
made ſome-of them aſhamed,and reprouedthem of notable vuadvuiſed re» 
metity, And albeirnoman (25.1 ſuppoſe) will call i finne to try and if 
out ſome matters that are ſomewhat ſecret and hidden in the darker Pro- 
pheciesof the holy Scripture,yet itis as free fara man,nor to aſſent forth- 
wich ro things that be vncerraine. | 

Therefore ae the _conicRures be vacertaine, what conic- 
Qures ſoeuer they be, as alſo Chriſt bath told before, that ic is. a mater 
not poſſible co be fifeed out, no not ſo much as of the Avgels in.hea» 
ven, Which paſſe vs noc aliccle in wiſedome and knowledge of: ſecret 
things ; a godly man may withour hurt of conſcience in this behalfe 
doubt, and<onfefle freely, that he will leauethe macter in. the mid-way, 
becauſe ir is roo bigh for.mans reaſon poſſibly co perceive, except God 
revealeit voto him. There be other marcers alſo. ſuch.as this is, Bur let vs 


-. comenow-to other opinions; There are ſundry opinions, what the Scarre 


was that ſhoneco.che Wiſe men-in: cheir iourney ro Chriſt: whether jr 
were an Angell, or:acertaine fiarre ſofaſhioned and: gouerned of God, 
that it had a wonderfull-courſe, applying ir ſelfe meer for the Wiſe mens 
paſſage. - Doubtleſſe the opinion of-both parts ſeemerh to be.alike true, 
For the moving of ic dothalmoſt praue, that thete-was ſome reaſonable 
thing inthar flaming brightnefſe: For ir made no furcher baſte then ſer- 
ued for the wiſe mens curne, andſhewedthe right way (8s cumbrous as 
it was to hit) through eucry by-way, now:and then, it hidic ſelfe, and ar 
laſt ic Rood right ouer the houſe, where Chriſt-was newly borne: inſo- 

uch that it hanged downward and pointed the:very place wiere.the 
Babe lay. Ther the reaſonable courſe .and place ſeeme not poſſible 
to agree ficly inough with a Naturall Scarce, but rather ynto an Augel!; 
for Angels are in other caſes many times ſeenein fieric flames. Congrari- 
wiſe,thepower of God maketh all: things poflible, that ic might baue 
beene:thought a very Rarre indeede. For who will ſay, it is not. poſkiþle 
for Godto create a new ſarre,in the honour of bis moſt deere. beloued 


ſonne, 


Neuter and Iacke of both fides. 

ſonne, and of- that wonderfull: worke; and to appoint it an6ther place 
thea the reft had; yeato-make it comone alſo afrer ſo maru2ilous a faſhi- 
on, that whentheWiſe men wers ſer forward, it guided them the way 
Aill varo Beth/ebews, andrhere-whea it had done as it was appointed, it- 
vaniſhed away againe. God with one onely word {et all the whole court. 
of heauen in-order,and preſcribed ro-the ftarres borh mouable and fixed: 
their-courſes, which they hold on-ftill vnco cheir appointed limits,where 
they ſhall alſo change... So indeede God might by his owne almightie 
will, moſt cafily bring to paſſe, that a very ftarre ſhould ſhine bright in. 
the ayre, and keepe this ſo wonderfull a race fill vnto Chrifts manger. 
Notwirhftanding,foraſmuch as it is no Article ofthe faith, but' a bidden 
matter andan opinion,and maketh{mall skill, whether of theſe opinons a 
man leaneth vmto,the ſoule catcherh no perill nor hartne byirc, Where= 
fore itis free for a manin this variery of opinions, to keepe backe hiseſ. 
ſenr, and be a Neuter, It hath beene long in queſtion-, and hard hold 
hath beene awong Diuines, concerning the ſoule- of man, whether -ir 
be engrendred of his owne Naturall of-ipring, or be engraffed into che 
Jumpe of mans ſubſtance from heauen, ſecing it beginacth-ro have life in 
the mothers wombe? There is tough reaſoning on both parts, 

Such as thinke it is nor derived fromthe parents,bur inſtilled or rather Of the-- 
engrtaffed from-without of God, alledge this ſaying ; GOD breatbed. in- hog on 
$8 bu face the breath of sfe.. Afterthe fame ſore they thiake euen now that | 
mag is created of God, (o as their ſoules are brought downe our of hea= 
uen, and poured intothe bodies, There are other conieRures alſo, as 
that ſoules be certaine heauenly ſubtances, and come not of the: ele- 
ments,and that they are. perperuall,and not mortal, nor ſubie&vnto cor- 
zuption;.as other members of a mans body are. Neither doe theythinke 
-it.conſonant, that ove ſoule iz engendred of anotherfſoule,as one, body is 
of "_ ſeeing ſpiriwuall things can not be changed after ſuch manner 
of; forts. 

On the other fide, the opinion ſeemeth both-godlyand like to betrue, 
-to afheme; that ſoules are engendred; indeed of. Naturallof-fpring, that 
1s:t0 fay, that they are-deriued from the ſoules of .men by. the wonderfull 
and almighty.power of God, as the whole compound of man is, Andthis 
is confirmed by nolight reaſons, nor without certaine teſtimonies ofthe 
Scripture, which ſeemeto-grant the ſame. Ocriginall finneis graffed na- 
ucally.incoall men and women ſo ſore, that the body is notenely defi- 
led withit cuenof nacure, butalſothe ſoule is with the body both evill Origaal 
fauouredly. araied with fanne, and AY before God of _—_— : 
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wrath and damnation, hs 4 ts and borne anew, where. 
by the ſpors of finneare waſhed away by the 'Word, the Szcraments,'end 
the vertue of the holy Ghoſt. This -ſeemerh nor {poſfible, 'that ſoutes 
which be pure and dearely beloued of God, being ſeuerally framed; and 
cloſed withinthe body, ſhould as ſoone as rheyare incloſed, be infeRed 
with the contagious venome of the-corpo:call ſubſtance, and difpleaſe 
their mzker ſo ſore;xthar for the foule finnes ſake which theſoule brought 
not with ic, bur the Ione (that is, the body) commirted, which Ged ſent 


the ſoule into, ſhould be enforced to ſuffer and ſuſtaineerernall paines as 


well as the body. 'Alfo itis certaine in the wicked, that not onely their 
bodies which they received of the corrupr-nature of their pafents ſhall be 
damnedatthe laft day, but their ſoules alſo, Therefore how could God 
chooſe bur be partly the cauſe of finne.? how could hee be bur vnrighte= 
ous,if he had created and enſpired a pure ſoule of it ſelfe,and yer fraight- 
wayes for all that would count irguiltieand damne ic no lefle, then if ic 
had committed "in it felfe: that 'finne that is: called Originall Gane? 
Bur the Pſalme ſaieth; 7hok art G O D that monldeſt notniquitie. 

Paul faith,Yewere by Nature;or we are borne the children of Gods wrath. 
If a pure ſoule be ioyned to the bodily ſubſtance which is deriued and de- 
filed with finne from bis parents, how are we then borne wholly the chil. 


. dren of wrath? For itis certaine, that Pax/ ſpeaketh not onely of the 
 ofull body, but of theſoule alſothar is ioyned tothe body, or of. the 


whole man, Dawid ſaith, Bebold [ was conceined in wickedneſſe and in (nnes 
wy mother bare me. He ſhewerth in plaine words that hee hath all wholly 
deriued, not onely after the body, butalſo after the (oule, euen from his 
mother (that is, from his wothers ſubſtance) Originall finne, ignorance 
of God, doubtfulneſſe; diftruſt, wauering motions from God and: rea- 
dineffe ynto ſmne + All theſe, be faith, are planted in his: Nature from his 
mother ;. md therefore he thipketh, that hee received a: finfull ſoule of 
his mother, by a certaine naturall generation alſo. Beſides thar,man doth 
beget man like trohimſelfe. Bur man is areaſopable creature, he is made 
rior onely of zbrutiſh body,'bur of a reaſonable ſoule. alſo: Therefore 
man begerterh-not an imperfe thing, that is ro ſay, n body without a 
ſoule, bur-the body and ſoule rogerber, Ic makerh'no matter, though 
we cannot diſcerne the maniier how, and chough'it ſeeme an abſurdirie, 
thatone ſoulle is derived of another ſoule, one-ſpirituall ching of another 


ſpirirualfthing + For GOT is almighry, andlike'ss he 'is able xo/ make 


thebody which is compoſed ofche elements; crernall and! vncorruprible, 
25 all our bodics ſhall - be after this life.(for amongother a: 
| eleeue 


Nelter ani Iacke of both fides. 
beleruetherefurredion: of the:body):euen ſo-according» to his'owne 
Maieſty, he is able toconſerue that order ofnature, which hee hath in- 
fixured fromthe beginning, and bring co paſſe that out of the heavenly 
ratcer which theifoulechath, another heauehly matter ſhall alfo ſpring 
and be þegottene Bait whatmeane 1? ſeeing all this:wholematrer:is fill 
an obſcwre'icaſe}/and--peraduentire, GOD. of-:his fingulari decreed 
counſel}, will put off that queſtion 'yncorhe life-in 'another world ;p-and 
for as much asthe ſoule'catcherh no perilt by-ir, therefore a man may 
freely leaue it in a meane; neither isir ro bereckoned any Herefie, whe-- 
ther-a;man bold -on this fide, or thar. a o 
-Þ-remember: thatithe reverend} Father of blefſed; memory, Door 
Martin Luther, inwcertaine diſputation of this conrouctfie, reaſoned 
many things on this partthar' laft ſpake of, and that the excellent lear- 
ned man, Doctor Pomerave, did-vehemently vrge and beſeech him, 
that for as muchas he had ſo weighty and ſo many reaſons.to defendhis 
opinion withall, thatthe ſoule commerh ofnaturall off-pring, he would | 
reſolutely deretmine whar ſentence ſhould 'bee given; but:good Lu- 
ther would not.' Hee confeſſed plainely whereunts he' would leane; 
but ſeeing: Auften, 2nd other grave Doors of 'the Church, had left 
K as amarcer-in doubt; he ſaid; That he would leave iralſoin themeane, 
3s a matter not 'yer-:throuphly enough diſcuſſed; "Therefore in-the one 
and 'thirtiech» -Propofirion' of theſe Theſes which beginne,” Verbuns 
in Dininitate, hee faith, Thoſe that hane rhoughe the ſoule to come-of 
naturall offspring, ſeeme coiudge nor all contrary: to the-meaning of 
the Scripcuress: Arid in the-:firand fortieth Propoſition.) Albeitya:Chrie 
ftiarrmintady with'Sainr Abſten; aridthe whole Church, beignorant of 
this) marter:withdur perifi, &c} Theſcexamples have ſomewhatmore 
largely rehearſed; thac. thereft of the ſame ſorr may: ſo much the'eafier 
beapplyedand diſcerned. > Now by little and little 1 will draw neerer to 
kheaatwwer fr s 7 fr end 34193 rote og: ! 23S LIWOrU 27 Hed) 
0} 'There'be alſo inthe Soriprures expreſſed the: Article-oforherFaith, 
axhitharo both bujdenr and wnctangeable; ſo rhar no-Neuvttaltic -may 
be granted inthewc'Thar ig'co/fay; God ro mankinde, which heemade 
<oliisowne likeneffe;whereof his will isto be acknowledged andglori- 
.fied both-bere and inthe life ro come, harhhis ownefelſereucaled acer- 
-raine;oleare,mmeperperus} dbArine- of his eſſence: and} will,'as much 
26" was neceffaly! ymo[that knowledge mid glorifying-of himg:and . 
:h@ faldarlon of our foliles. This doQtrine hewrd typ ingarknefle, 
ſoa5 no manimight bee able to ynderftand ic-or expound iraright. + 


pi> ods like-vato Sibylles leaues (as rhey fay) what' good would ie 

Bur he hath ſet ir forth clearely and plainely, *fo'2s 'momanner of man 
can finde any faultinir for obſcurity. Yea, hee bath+slfo adomed and 
confirmed that doQrine-with very many fuch miracles ard teſtimonies, 
25 no Religion ever had. Andin this Werdof Gvd, all podly folkes in 
all ages have quiered chemfelues; thar-iv, they were" fully-perſwaded 
thar. according to this revealed -Will of GOD, they: have righre= 
ouſnefle and life : and inthis faith they have praiſed God, they baue cal- 
led vpon God, and beene patient in troubleswhen they have'beene 
wretchedly entreaced. They have slorightly inftruQedcheir poſterity, 
notin fancafticalidreames,bur in the true DoQrine whichGot himſelfe 
hath openly proclaimed. God hathalſo bound all people throughout 
all the wide world vnto-che Word, 2s I ſhall tell you not, And the 


The word Word of God, whereinthe knowledge and glory' of God; and-the tal- 
.ofGod isa yation of our ſoules iscontained, is call-d a myfiery, becauſe ir isonety 


the wiſdome of God andnot of man+: that is to ſay, nor knowne byma- 
rure. For aibeitſome ſparkes of the law remaine yer'ſtill in man, which 
ſhould (dorhrlefſe) have -beenc'n greac deale more-excellent, if man 
had contineedin his ebctireperfeRtion of pacurezyerrconcerning that true 
eſſence of God, and/of 'che-good will of God:towards'vs finners,: of 
righreouſneſſe without the law, of inyoeation/in the Name- of the Medic 
atour, of patience vnder-the- crofſe and in death, -of + che: manner of 
the refurreQion,,and ofcternall life, man had knowne nothing -ac'all;had 
nor Geg:come out of his ſeetet ſear, anddevhared theſe *matters by open 
proclamation. And therefore this heauenly. wiſdome and doftine-of 
mans ſaluation muſt: beedrawne-ourtfof-bts. originall Founcaine;”” God 
bath alſo declared his enſpenkeable great'merey, inthet heharh norton» 
{y broughe this wonderfull and ſecrerwifdome, ourof Heanenpthurnaiſo 
leaſt it ſhould be forgorten of them char come after, andleaft cheyſhould 
Kile,as irwere, in fo darke 4.niyhees a man imight-ſfeemorhing;.and fo 
nothingbfthar dofrinetinremembaance, he cauſe} ictobefaichs 
fullyregiſtred by his inflirumedes peevliatly: appointed toi char: vic, in 
<ertaine ſure Rolles, thats, in che vritings of the Proplicts and: Apo« 
Hes, whereour that DoArine might evidently be knownevnto' alli peo- 
plerchroughoutall the whole world, and-by thixmesnGs/1o,cndurecon- 
zinuallyro ous 119 wan; Forthar cauſe het; Tyranty have-ofren times 
goneabour' with fice-and ſword: ro deflroy rhe Prophets and; Apoſiles 
Bookes, yetharhbepreſerued themin all ages, andfilirred vp godly and 
wholſome 


Neuter and Jacke of bothfides., 
wholſome teachers, which, in caſe the truth and true Seruice of God, 
have beene at any time violently aſſaulted by che members of the De. 
vill, haye wiped away and remoued corrupt cxpolitions from the Word 
of GOD, as it were a Mitte from the Sunne, and broughe it ynto.the 
ſound interpretation againe; This is ſuch a manner-of Dadtine, that 
without ic no man can poſſibly acknowledge God arighe, nor call ypon 
God, nor glorific God as he ought to doe, no,nor attainerighteouſneſſe, 
nor the holy Ghoſt, nor yeteteroalilife. And therefore inthis heavenly 
Do&rine; or in the Articles of the Faith, ic ſhall be lawfullforno man to 
Rand in doubr, or romakeany balting on both; (ides- of them, bur it ig 
neceſſary for- every body to know and embrace the truth, and looke 
whec is not agrecable-wnto ir, co turne away and renounce'ss erronious 
and blaſphemous. Bur what theſe Articles be, Ireckon itloſt labour to 
make over many words in rehearfing of thera in this place. They are 
plainly compriſed in che Creedes of the Apoſtles, of Nice,and Athanaſine, 
andthoſe we iadge and belccue doe agree with che perpetuall meaning 
of the Prophets and Apoſtles wricings. Now therefore I will open ewo 
or three cauſes, why iris not free for a man to doubt in theſe Articles, or 
_ tofollowacertaine meane judgement betweene both, 


«Mt: 
The firſt reaſon is, becauſe God kimſclfc hath revealed that ſame yyty , 
Word, and hath bound all folkes of all nations by an. vachangeable man may 
Commandement both co embrace, learne, and confefie this. word, 2otdoubr 


Dewuter, 4. Ton ſhall not adde unto the Word which I ſpeake unto you nor take 


fromut, Keepe the precepts of the Lord your God, which 1 command you, 1. (4 


Dent. 5, Tow ſhall not ſlide, neither yntothe right band nor to the left, but 
' you (ball walke by the way which your Lord hath commanded, that you may 
line, and that it may gee well with you... Allo, Demers 12. What I command 
thee, that enely-dos wnto the Lord, put nothing 10, nor take any thing fro, 
Such ſenrences as theſe, are oftentimes rchearſed in other: places. So 
Toſue is bound to the Word, and is commanded not 4o.lay- downe 
the Booke of the Law out-of his hands, but tor Rudy in it conti- 
nually. | Ty Wo 
For God detiuered vnto the people of {acl his Word not vacer- 
raine, bur certaine and; plaine, and wonld haueall both to vnderſtand 
and follow ir, as many as-purpoſeto be of the aumber rhar pleaſerh bim, 
And the Propherts-declare, that-rhey. bring, and ſet abroad. the Word 
of God: and therefore they requireall folkes to.hearkento this Word at 
their mouth, as well as if God himſclfe ſpake out of Heauen, without 


back-{liding or waucring.” Efay by and by at the firſt daſb, maketh ſuch | 
D S..; 


Netterand lacke of bochfodes. « 


athundriog, that he callech Heauea and earch to record, Hearken, faith 
hee, O Heanen and earth, what the. Lard bath ſpoken. Avd in. the 59s 
Chapter. Their 49 -y Conenvant with them ((aith the Lord.) . 1 Spire 
which #1 inthe, and my words which { haxe put in thy mouth ſhall not depart 
fromthy month, nor from the month of thy ſeede (faith the, Lord) from this 
rime forth and for enermore. 

Io the new Teſtament the Fatherof Heauen himſelfe etabliſheth this 
Commandement, when he bearech record vnto his ſonne. For thus hee 
maketh open Proclamation our of the Cloud, 7 hi « my belowed Sonne, 
in whom [ am well pleaſed, heare him. 

It is an earveſt Sermon ſurely, which the Maieſty of God himſelfe 
preacheth our of his moſt high Pulpir, Heaven, and our. of his owne pri 
uy Chamber, yea, and that of the. greateſt matters of all, and of moſt 
weighty imporcance, For in theſe few words hee exhibicech vato the 
whole world (according to his former promiſe) their Mcflias, and beau 
tifyerh him with moſt high commendations. Firft,bedeſcribech his per= 
fon and dignity, and faith, This is my Sonoe, not by adoption, as we are 
all made by Chriſt, as many as belecue in -him:. bur the onely begotten 
Sonne,coeternall and conſubGantiall with the Father, which now by the 
wonderfull counſel! and worke of God, being vnited with mansnacure, 
is in theſe words preſented vnto vs. Then hee giveth warning what his 
office is, and faich, We muſt giue him audience, Therefore hee hath co 
declare vnto men from the decreed ordinance of Gods Maiefty:that is,it 
cannot be choſen, bur he muſt needs baue the office of a teacher. And 
therwichsll rhe heauenly Commandemear is incloſed; Heare him: by 
the which all folkes throughout the whole world are bound to giue- 
audience to this one perſons word, and to none but his, For he only hath 
commiſſion to proclaime and declare the ſecrets of God. And of what 
matrers he preached, -rhe Sermons that. the -Evangeliſts haue enrolled 
make plaine mention 2 that is to ſay, ofthe true knowledge of God (as 
pertaining to hiseffence and. will) of finne, of righteouſaefſe, of the Re» 
ſurreQion, of life, of the ſpiritual and euerlaſling Kingdome of Chriſt, 
of true calling ypon God, and other ſeruices due vnto God. Herevnto 
ny >a the ſaying, Pſal. 2. He hath ordained mee a King vpon his boly 

Ul of Sion, and I ſhall preach bis Commandement: ' Alſo, Kiſſe the Soune, 
left the Lerd be angry; avid you perif6 fromtbe right way. And concerning 
the Apoſtles, Chrift ſaith; Herbert bearer byou beareth mee. For hee ſenr 
the forth irico all the world, not ro fpred abroad new opinions imagined 
efcheir owne braine, bur 10. be notableand perperuall 5" the 

rine 


Neuter and Iacke of both fides, 
DoArine arid merit of Chriſt ; he inflalleth- them therefore with this 
authority for certainties fake, and willeth all mento heare ahem, as well. 
as if he himſclfe ſpake the ſame words out of Heauen, that the»Apoſtles 
doe in their minifiery. And therefore he ſaith in another place, /r & not 
you that ſpeake , but the Spiu of Ged which # in you, And for thatcauſe al- 
ſo, thoſe Preachers raie vpon thetn the riime of Apoiiles, and ſay plain- 
ly, They are theſeruants of Chrift, Paul was ſo bold thereby as' roſay, 
If avy man preach any other Goſpel! vito jou then we haut done; curſed/bee 
he. And God hath oftentimes, with many moſt grieuous flaughters,-re- 
venged the contemning of his Word, and with fuffering the falling incs 
heatheniſh opinions , which 'the Prophets call by a very filchy fowle 
terme, Whoredome. -* | 
Hereby therefor» it is cuident,that afl men are ftraightly bound by the 
Commandemenr &f God, to heare that DoQrine, which Gad hath ma- 
nifeſtly declared by bis owne'Word, and hath nut ir into certaine per» 
ſons mouthes haviog ſingular reftimonies off God (and by them hath 
enrolled itimo'certaine monuments of record, thar'is, into-the Pro. 
.phers and Apoſtles writings, and hath ſealedir vp with great Miracles) —_ 
and according to that DoQtine and none other to acknowledge and 
ſerue God. l 
Therefore it is clearer then the Sunne-ljghr art noone<dayes, that a man 
may not lawfully doubr inthis d5Qrine,/nor bea Neuter [240021 
Then it followeth confcquently, that allchoſe are roo farre wide from 
'the truch, which fall from this Do@trine, and” either imagine another 
themſclues, or elſe follow ſome other that is already demiſed ro their 
hands; -Efay faith, Hee that [peaketh” not according to this Word, ſhall not 
haxe the mornings hig bt. UNTS-2 2 £3449 
The fecond reafonis. There be two Contraditions'( that is ro" ſay, 
two DoQctines, the one cleane contrary to the other) which cannorpol- 
fibly be brought to a concord by any art, either of any Angell, man, or 
Divel! : 'rhe Word of God and'mens doQtrines, whether they were hat- 
ched vp withirrthe Churchor without the Church, and whoſocuer was 
the Author of them, whether Mifiomet; or Pope; Biſhop, or King. ''For 
itis a fire vn'ailing principle + There is'one trethy and more chen one 
there cannotbe. tis, p-4 
Then whatſoever varieth from that one, muſt needes beno truth. For Cods 
truth »greeth with tarch, Now then, the Word of God is 'onelyone aye 
agteeing with ir ſe E/exiertafling, proctainied byOhrifour'of theeter. $008 
-nall Fathers boſome; andc otitainedinthe Bookes of the';Prophers/and 
; D423 Apoliles, 


of menare variable, and ſwarue' 
D,. and differ. among themſelues. 
morethan coldand heatri ts re en) 


Take example ovely acthe Papifts DoArine, and conferrethe fiacere 
Word ot God with/it« The Papilistcacb,thatmen areable in this life ro 
fatisfiethe Law of God. Thisis: their vnamoucable Principle, and then 
Marke the Qutof wr yo and-ſervp-what tbey lift them(ſelues, Courrariwiſe, 
diftcrevce the'Word of God sffirmeth, that men are not able co. (atisfic the. Law 
betweene of Gads And what.is the let 2 Even the poylon of finne, which re 
NE mud mainethyec {ill eycn in themthat be borne anew, fo that it infeeth and 
Papiſts Marreth-euen thoſe: workes that /be moſt excellent, This. propoficion is. 
doQrine, alſo confirmed by the greateſt workes of all other, by the ſending of 

Chriftinto the world, and by his- Paſſion, -ReſurrcAion and Aſcention. 
Forif man/be ablero-ſulfill the Law, Chriſt dyedin vaine, and all his be= 
nefits are ofnone cffeR. . Burthat is not poſſible. | 
The-Papiſs firiue with haod and- foor (as they ſay) that the perfeR 
fulfiling of the law:is our ownedoing. But che Word of Gad:ſhew-. 
cth- contfary, thatthe perfe& fulfilling of the Law is not our deed, bue 
Chrifts, which-wee ceceiue by impucation { thats, by free-pardon ) 
through fairh. 
Chriſt is theend 


of the law, to-iuſtific all that beleeue, Rom. 10. The 


a 
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zjave ill-ro.our dying day. Conrariwiſe, the word of:God requitech- a 
dire& plain: faith, and an vadoued truſt, char-every one-refolve: with: 
himſclfe ſo certainly that he is preſently pardoned of his fins" for-Chtrifts: 
ſake,3s be is ſfurethat he heareth the wordof God, which! #2: the pewer of 
God to ſaue allthat belcene,Rom 1, And a5 furely as be: beareth:tber Abſos 
lution wich hiseares,and as certainly as hereceiuethinthe- Lords Supper: 
the moſt excelleat pledge of this matter; euen the Sacrament.of Chriſts: 
body and bloud, ſois he truly vnited wich Chriſt. : The Papifts. doe prate- 
as if they were wood, that we muſtnort onely pray varo God, butalſo yn- 
to Saints; though notas helpers(loe-how new Religion -bath-combeed: 
them now: yet at leaftas incerceſfours and peticioners.' Contrariwiſe 
the word of God requireth,thar the honour of Invocation and prayer be: 
doae to none butco God alone: 7hox /valt bonour the Lord thy Gad; and 
him onely ſhalt thou ſerne, Dem, 6, The Papiſts caſt vp'the nole;imoithe: 
winde andcracke, that the Church is tied cothe Biſhop of | Reweand his 
Colledge.: Contraciwiſe the word of God bindeth the Church acither:to- 
Perſon, Place,nor time,bur faith ; where two or three be gatheredtogether in 
my namsd{ wil be inthe mids ammg them. Alſo, My freepe ſhall heare my 
voJce, Item, I bave perceined for a truth that God is no accepter of perſons,bud. 
that in all kinds of people, whoſocner feareth him, and worketh righteonſueſſe, 
# accepted with bins,': 1 Sung! nd gods wo 
-;Tac:Papiltts reach that the Lords ſupper is a Sacrifice, thatiz;anobla- 
tion topurchaſe remiſſion of francs withall, both to: themſelues: and. to 
others, notonely to the quuicke, bur alſo te the dead: and that; the;o0ne 
part of itmuſtbe carried about to be gaſed at and worſhipped, and yet: 
not to bereceiuved-: and. chat another part be: nipped away quite from 
the lay-people-Contrariwiſe, the word of God affirmeth,tbat:the.Lords. 
ſupperis nota ſacrifice wherewith we make Sacrifice roGod, but amoſt, 
excellent benefic, chat God maketh vs pertakers of, and.isauaileablevnto 
vs, not by gaſiag at, but bythe-yie- and partaking of itz as-theiwords: 
ſound; Takeoate; take, drinks 52nd rhatitis a crucil lacriledge tatake 
away che Cup, whereneuertheleſſeby Gods appoinunenc it is expreſled- 
iache very wordsof the infticucion co. be. common to all : Drinke ye al of 
this(faich. Chriſt: ) And feeing the-bloud of Cixift, was ſhed-alwell for. 
the -lay-people: as for the Miniſters of the word;;/ that(kinde-whicht- 
ought. ro put men/in remembrance of Chrifts bloud ſhed,may be denyed- 
t0.NO tate of men by any right,or by any:bonefſt pretence. ---/: WAL Lid 
Theſe and ſuch likepoims of.deQtines(to reckon vp all-which-were: 
200 long) are farre more contrary oneroancther, and can much lefie-be 


enter: Tar. #1 both frdes; 
broughe to ngreexogether,:than'fire'and yce, drought and moiſture, ſees 
-ing they be extremiriesandplacedin the-vrrermoRt Hep, and no mid: way 
can be pofſibly:found,. Forthe Auchors themſclues are one contrary ro 
another; -5nd-the-manersthernſelues zre one concrary ro another, The 
one p s word, the other hath. mans word, which 2lbeit now 
andthen (ro citta myſtbetorethe eyes of the vnlearned) eloaketheir er” 
rors wich ſomerexrs of Scriprure; yer they doe it withextreame injuric 
andreproach tortie word of God, . | 
| Seladenchie;abien haſt thewynchangeable word of God; If any wan 
preach any-other Goſpell chan that -you haue received, 'curſed bee hee, 
Therefore aman may not lawfullybe' a 'Neuter in this behalfe.” Eirhee 
'heare the word of God and belecue ir ftedfaRtly, or follow the lying glo-' 
ſes of men, and burle away the word” of 'God, If 'thou' beiecuct that 
-chou artaccepted vnro'grace:through Chriſt, then thou muſt n-eds give 
- over rrufting in-thy workes;bur if thou ſeeke co be iuftified by criy works, 
chou canſt nor chooſe bur-cait away Chrift, | #2221 | 
- Andſeceing'itiseuen ſo;whata madneſſe, nay, whara mad woodneffe 
is it for a mano bafie himſetfe ſo much co bring theſe Concraditons to 
agreement ? what apreſumprtuous and witlefſe Bedlam brained part isit 
for vs tointerminglethoſethings that ſeeme agreeable” vncs qur reafon 
with che high myfteric of God,and ſo ro make an horrible'and deformed 
mivg te? -God hath declared his plaine, certaine, fure word from 
heauen; irwith Miracles,and/bound all people vnte thac word 
by bisearneſt commanderwent : and yer we go abourto mingle our own 
dreames, gay,our\drepgestharfticke in our drowfie blind reaſon, with 
chemoſt:brighrſanne; andro reforme the erernall and vnſpeakable wiſe- 
domeiof him that made all things. © horrible, and range preſump- 
tion} ++ | | 
- The'third reaſon is likewnto thisrthat went before, that there is bue 
one onely-doQrine that:quieteth the conſcience, and bringerh righreouſe 
neffs and ecernall life4'aod that doAQrine- is the onely word of: Chrift, 
which the'ſer forth firſti Paradife, then afterward by the pace 
lybyhintelfe whey he was'made many according tothe Prophers ſoy - 
Ke : fourthly, bythe Apotiles and their ſuccefſours and Diſciples, And 
the ſumme of thardoArine is this; '7hewomant ſecede ſhall breake the Ser... 
\penty bead; Gen:2- 16 this ſaying confifteryall che whole old Teftament. 
And in the new Feſtarnene the ſane ſentenceis rehearſed and exprefſed 
rhore clearely; God ſo loweatthe world, that he gave hu onely begotten ſonne, 
that al that beleene in bim ſhould not perets but han life erverloſting,  Tobn 7, 
Pp And 
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And this ſentence is expounded by aIthe-whole new Teſtament. | And as 
for all other doArins how ſweet & pleaſant ſoeuer they ſeemeaheyſpring 
out of nothing elſe but our of the Jaw, as our of the onelyand moſtplen-= 


tious fountaine. Therefore hike as the law {as the Scripture -reportech). 
doth worke wrath, Jad can doe no otherwiſe (for all the whole Nature- 


of man is finfull-and guilty) euen ſo doth alt other DaQrinenothing elſe, 
bur feare, wound, kill, and damne the conſcience, Whereof1ir-is plaine, 
tharthere is noDodtine auailablein any wiſe ro bring to'vs forgiveneſſe 
of finnes andeternall life, Now letvs:in few-words cry cut the Papiſts 


dorine and ours inthe principall Article of all, and ſee which of them a- 


' mans conſcience may the better and -more ſurely be quieted in. For-ſure+ 
ly che doArine cannot faile, but be moſt acere vnco the truth; wherein a 
mans conſcience can feele perfeR teſt and ivy: For the truth was declared 
from heaven for this cauſe, or-elſe it hadnot needed that God: ſhould 
haue revealed any thing : forall-ſuch moriues as cauſe wavering of minde, 
ſpring vp faſt cnough in our owne hearrs withour any outward travaile, 
Our adyerfaries now for-many yeeres have taught wich-much firiving 


and comention, yea, with ſword fire, warer,and plenty of Martyrs bloods 


That man is able to accompliſh the obedienceof the Law, andconſe- 
quently be iuſtified by bis owne workes. 


They faine a-certaine grace that commeth. of chemſelues, and: pur a. 


difference betweene Redemption it ſelfe and Iuſtification;or recetuing of 
a finger, whichis notbing elſe bur very iugling cafts rofloriſhouetheir 


lies withall, Firſt, weighthe originall fountaine of that doQrine-where 


they: ſay, wee. are juſtified by our works either alone without the 
merit. of CurrsT, or by our workes and the merit of CunisT 
together , as thoſe teach. that are the more wily aud fubrill/ Are-not 
theſe ſeedes of the Law? yea , indeed they-are. For the Law preach- 
eth of workes, and promiferh iuſtification and life for workes ſake, And 
doth not reaſan, which God hath ingraffed part of the law ivto, tell the 
ſame'tale? For naturally we thinke, that God accepteth all well dogrs, 
and hateth euill doers: But now lookenotat the Law ag it werethrough 
acreviſe of a window, not ſuperficially, bur plucke away ſofer vaileand 
lookevpon his bright Ghining face, thatis, looke into the heart' of the 
Law. For hereof commeth all theerrour, in that our Phariſes and Iuſti- 
ciaries doe clap a foulethickevaile vpon Afoſerface; and ſee nothingelſe 
commanded in the Law bur outward diſcipline, which-becauſe it may be 
done in ſome ſort, Rraightwaies they ſwallow vp allthe whoke ten.Com- 
mandements at one ſup, and prate like fineDoRors, that-they _— 
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Nay,of ſu. fulfill thexen Conmandements; yes -to'viter them(ſclues more plainlyin 
perabomi- rheir:colour, they faineworkes of ſupererogation;andimaginea certaine 
navon. perfetionabouethe Lawzthat is wore than needeth. This is vgly pal- 
pable- darkneſſe,, where on very many before our dayes caught hold, 
and very many yer ſtill ſer much; ftore-byir. Bur Chriſt Teaderh vs in to 
| the bowelsof the Law; where hee faith; Lone the Lord by God with all 
: thy heart, with all thy ſonle,and withall thy wminde, and lone thy neighbour as 
| thy ſelfe; Mat.22 Denr.6. And Punt faith, The Laws ſpiritual, Rom, 7. © 
Loe, here'is required not -onely ourward obedience, but inward obedi= +- 
ence alſo, and tharmoſt perfe&, full of obedienceinall points,to the ve- 
cermoſtofallthepoſſible powers that man hath: ſo thar if there be any 
thing inmanslife (thougihrirbe never ſolicrle} chat iscontrary tothe law | 
of God, it makerh-a'man guilty of the law, and bringeth the puniſhment | 
ofthelaw. Yea; allrhe: holy Scripture doth moſt chiefly of all reprove { 
andcondemnethe inward fnnes, as ignorance of God, diſtruſt, doubt- 
 fulneſſe; ſecurity, concupiſcence, enuy/hare,and all the ſourging ſea of 
motions repogriant againſt the will of God, whereof mans hearc-is al. 
wayes full» Forwhenche obedience of the-Lawis talked of arighe, ir 
is norrmean of certaine vertves, Which menseyes are blinded-withall, 
but of all the whole obedience both inward-and outward, that may con. 
ſitandisablerofland in theiudgement of God _ ForGod dothnor (like | 
remporall-Iu ive iudgement/ypon outward cauſes onely, buchee 
ſeareberts che nx. me Av and will haue dwihetanes of 
manwith ll his members, yea even the flendreft members of all,” beor 
whollyroſerue him. And in his moſt iuſt difpleafure he curfeth and dam. 
nettvall chardoe nor declare the praiſe of both inward and outward obe. 
dience, Forthe judgemenr'is: both yamoueable and laſterh for cuer; 
Curſed is enery one that contiuneeh not: in all: things, that are written in the 
botks of the Law, ro dee themin deed, Dent, 27. Now thereforeler vsen- 
rer through this open ſentence pronounced by the mouth of Chrift and 
ig mefſengers, whom he pur peculiarly a part to minifterhis word, into 
the priuie chamber of the Law, and let-vs-looke- Rcedfafily vpon Aﬀoſes | 
face; and ſearchiour {clues whether wee be ſuch inwardly and outwardly 
as the Lawrequireth:vs robe, Therefore remember thy ſelfe; whether 
thou hae fo cleare knowledge of God in'thy heart, that nodarknefle re. 
maineth init, Doth irnot ſeeme-ynto'thee; now: and then anabfurdiry | 
and «thing.nor poſſible,thar God ſhould be three in perſons and one in ( 
ſubſtance? Dochnotthy bearr ſtand in doubt nowand then of the good 
wiltof-Godrowardsthee ; ad thinke that God regardeth not Sous 
Jatts | >-he 
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he doth other folkes> Doeſt not thinke ſometime; that- thou art 
gdeſticute of nll mens helpe, and therefore thou ſhalt be the moſt miſera- 
ble of all men? Wouldeft thou nor'be fainer imany times, or rather al» 
waies to have worldly meanes, which rhou- feeſt preſently with-thine 
eyes, rorruſt ynto, and holdthee vpby them-as with a ſtafte, then ro giue 
W-. oucrthy ſelfe ajrogetherto the decreed pleafure and/gouernance of God, 
- ſpecially in ſuchrcaſes as reaſon; ſcech noſure haven to reftin,nor can finde 


of feare often perplex thy minde : Alas, I am a finner,thusand thus haue 
Toffended, who can tel} whether God will haue me of no; ſecing hee is 
righteous, and abhorreth fancers ? Doeft thou not thinke when; thou: arr 
vexed with'rroubles,” miſeries, or fickneſſſe, that it is a token of Gods 
| wrath?- Doeft thou norgrant, and wouldeſt rather that God ſhould loue 
| other after that faſhion more then thee? Doeſt thou neuer feelein thy 
heart any ſparkes ofanger;at leaſt, if norche wholeflame oflufts, ande» 
yerrmoſtextreame-readinefieynro: evill > Finally, doeft-rhou live fo all 
the dayes of thy life; tharthou offendeſt no body in geſture, word, nor 
deed,'and tharthouſeckeft co doc other men good as diligently and wik 
 lingly asto thyſelfe? + Doaeftchou ouerſlip nothing inthe workes of chy 
yocation?- Verily if thowhauehitthis marke ſohard; ſo iraighr, that 
|  thon miicfitruely make thy boaſtthereof, no doubr, butthou att wor- 
| thytobceerromnedwichthe: favourof God and euerlaſting life. Bur I 
would fee bureuen one man ſtand: our face the fall of Adow(Chrift ex- 
cepted, whichisnot onely man, bur alſo very God) chat caitruely ſay 
thus of himfelfe, or deſeruerh this: commendation. Doubtlefle if :there 
were but one ſuch; allche whole Scripture muſt needes be falſe. Ifpeake 
2 great word: but it is yndoubredly true. Aduiſethy:ſelte-well cherefore, 
as Thaue bidden thee, andexamine thine owne heart, will-and minde, if 
thoucanſt be perſwaded thus of thy ſelfe. Out of doubr-thou ſhalt bee 
faineco confeſle, thar there/is miore cuill in-thy-fleſh-chen. good}. that 
blindagfſeinthy minde, that peruerſe readinefl> and laft-in thy will: co 
'—_ CUoethoſerbingothac are contraryynro God; and a confuſion of >feRi> 
) onsinthineheartbearerule and ſwarme by heapes.No,the ourward con+ 
uerfation cannot poſſibly hirthe marke of perfeRion; asit cughtte@doe, 
Fhis;al that are in theirright wits,cannot chooſe-but confes.Asforchoſe 
| thatarebewitchedjicmikerhſmallmarter whatthey ſayBur ifrhowhave 
{ fmaltciuſtrorthyſelfe, ar leaſt way heare thereports: that Gods 'booke 
makech; which vnlefſe thoube robbed of thy wit, choucanſt not chooſe 
bur grant: ynto. 'Geneſe 8, 'The yr" and thoughts of mans bears 
| are 


anyching to ſeatle” ir ſelfe ypon ? Doth not this-and the like thoughts - 
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are bent onto enill even from bug youth, Jer.17, 
ſearchable. Pal. 51. Behold, | was contein:d in wickedneſſe, and in (inne my. 
mother bare me. Epbeſ.2. Weare by' nature the children of wrath as others. 
are; we are all fuch when we come our of our mothers wombe into this 
world; thatallthe whole luinpe of -our ſubſtance is infeed” with origi» 
nall poyſon; and become guilty before Gad ſo-fore, that except wee re- 
generate and borne avew of water. and of the holy Ghoſt (as Chriſt ceacheth, 
{obs 3.) we cannot emter 1nto the kingdowe of God, Bur thou wile ſay, Thele 
ſentences be ſpoken of them that be'nor regenerate, But thoſe which are 
borne anew, may fatisfic the Law of Godar full; for they be new<crea» 
tures, in whom the holy Ghoſthathhis dwelling place, 20d begetcech 
and ftirrech vp new morions in them, Hzrken therefore, what the word 
of God,which cannot lye, faith of them alſo.P{#.130. Lardif chew wenldeft 
looks traightly vpon wickedneſſer, whoconld abideit. Pſal. 143. Enter not 
ito indgement with thy [ernant, for3n thy fight no man lining (bal be mſhified. 
Q immortall God! what a thunderelap is this? All (faith he) are guilty 
before God, nor onely for the corrupe finfull 'nature; which they bring 
from theix mothers wombe into this world, 'bur- for. the innumerable 
finnes which they have defiled their life wirhall, contrary to the will of 
God, ſo fore that'no body could euer ſtand forth befote the face of God, 
if man ſhould be judged after his owne workes, ' Pſal-14-.4A41 (quetb he) 
are ſliden backs, all are become wyprofitable, there is none that dotb good, no 
not one. Chriſt teacherh all co pray after one ſort And forgine 4.957 treſ» 
paſſer, Matth.6. Rom,nv. The wrath of Ged ts renenled from beauen vpon all 


4 


wickedue (ſe aud vutighteouſueſſe of men. And Rew.3. There ts no difference, 

all ror, hare hed oa chal q 

IT. God hath ſhut vp all under wnbrliefe, tr vh-37 rig int Y* 
How wile thou winde thy felfe then out of this numberof. all, except 

thou proue the word of God'a lyer ?' if weſay we bave no finne we decerue 

our ſe/nes, and there is no trath in vr. 12 lobu 1; Therefare: thou hafi-thy 


owne nature a witnefſe, which if thoulooke throughty jars it, ;proueth - 


thee a flat finner, Then thou haft the word of God, which affrinetb-the 
ſame; therefore thou art not ablero fulfillthe Law-r For a finner thou art 
and a finter thouremaineft, as long as thou liveſt in thy morcall body. 
The wages of fixne (faith Paw!) # death. And therefore death that deuog- 
rerh/all men, yea cuery one, euen'the moſt holicſt is a great and: agraue 
witnefſe, that all are finners, .and tharnone accompliſherth the Law:of 
God: For. if there could any one be found in the wide world, that fulfil 
led che Law perfeQly, death by right could hauenothing 10 doe on 
| mM, 


the glory which they ony bt to. baur before God. Rent. 


Manthaart &« frownrdand wis | 
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him Burnone encreſcaped the hands: of death, nor never ſhall-doe, 
while theworld goerh about; therefore all have becne and are vnder the: 
curſcof rhe: Law, Asfor thardodtrine in other places of fulfilling. the 
Law,whichthe godly doe;it muſt be vaderſtood of impurarion and inco- 
ation, or beginning,as T have told you before, 

”:Fherefore ſeeing this is aplainemarter,it followerh moſt clearely,thar 
noſmanccan'conteir God: nor bee forgiven of his Gnnes by his ewne 
workes/For God (as it is cobeſpoken and ſpoken againe) is nor ſatisfied 
as'manis, with'an'outward obedience, how good ſocuer it be, buchere- 
quireth-anintegritie and moſt abſolure- perteQion in all the powers of 
man. Anditeinghefindeth northat, he doth according to' the ſentence 
of ohe Law and his ownecternall Turice pronounce all damned,as pertai- 
ning totheir owne workes, KY ETC 

- Now-thereforerake heede and adviſe thee well, wherber thy conſci- 
.ence;when thou artiarthe point of death, at ſuch time as thy finne which 
hatblainelongar thy doores and caken quiet reft, bee truely awaked in» 

deed ;1o 'as rhou-perceivet after a ccttaine mannerthe vglineſſe avd 

grearnefſe of ir, the' wrath of God'and thy deſerued;damaati _ 
it ſelfe in the obedience tharthou haſt done. vnto the Law? Bow £ 
thou be certified in thine heart, thatthy merits, or other folkes merirs,ci- 
therdoe counterpoiſe thy finnes,- or that the worthinefle and excellency 
of thetn-be weighticfthenthy Gnnes are? * , LE T0 

' Thisisa batd matter, and chere'cannoconſcience quictir ſelfe therein: 

Forthis doubt ſhall alwayes runne inthy minde; Alas who can tell, how 
I ſhall tand'beforeGod,perchance my finnes are moe and more hainous 
-chen Tamable ro counteruaile with the merit of my workes ? This ſame 
wrangling and wrafiling is sreftimonie of a weake and a wavering cott- 
ſcience, yearather of a conſcience that deſpairerh of his. owne merits.But 
the ſentence is given : He that belceneth riot in, the ſonne, bath not eternal 
"life, but the wrath of God abid:th 1pon him, l[ohn 3, And, whatſoener © wot 
of faith xs /iune, Rom.14., Theſc doubcers theretore,if chey continue ſo ill, 
ga noeternalilife, For aman muſt belceue Redfaſtly while hee liveth in 
this wotld, and haucarafte of the grace of God and ecernall life inhim- 
felfe; This caſeivout of all peraduenture, if it could be- indifferently ac- 
knowledged;z'but our braineficke and witleſſe bewitched aduerfaries 
damne'the things 'thar-they know nor and 'as.for theſe exerciſes and 
wranglings'6f conſcience, they know. cither nothing or: veiy linle of 


| , Nowon the contrary part; cohfiderthe Dotinewhich our Chinches 
E 3 profeſſe 
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Doeſtthou hcare the moſt ancient record how the. moſt high Patrjs. 
arke was iuftified ? Doubtlefle by impuration,thar is by freepardon one=. 
ly. And how ? Surely, in thathe laid hold on the Meſhasby faith; a full 
and perfe&perſwaſion with himſelfe; thai be was in the Rate jof grace, | 
and ſhould be inheritour of everlaſting life, according tothe promiſes by 
the free benefic of the Meſs, akhough be were: therof ynworthy for the 
manifold ſpots of finne that he had, And chis word impucation-or free 
pardon is added.for good cauſe and caofideration,. The cruclh, murthe» 
rin thiefe, in caſe the Magiſtrate ſer him at libertie, bath chis benefit, 
freely by pardon co-be pronounced nfl. And-ſo Abrabam. was wade 

Ys righteous. 


- 


Veuter ant Tacke of both fadet,n 
rightcousby.free pardon, For. he was guiky befare-Got for his inward: 
and outward finnes,.nolefſc then the” 6 dp: own nt - comminted: 
many blqady murthers. -And therefore Eſay ſpeaketh moſt comfortably: 
according io my faying.in-hisficlt Chapter, [f your Sunes were ks ſtarlet, 
they ſhall be made whiter then ſnow, and if they were red 45 purple,they. ſhall. be 
4s wooll.S0, P/ake 32+ Bleſſed ary they whoſe wickedneſſes. are forginen, aud 
AO Bleſſed # the man wvnto whom the Lord barb not in- 
<4 ſinne. BY AY SY, jm C1 OS =p 
He calleth none bleſſed byt them whoſe finnes be couered, Then he 
pronounceth nottherp.blefledchar deſerue iuſtification by rheir.owne 
deedes, but unto Whomitis freely giuen.. Chriſt acceprerh. Ganess free 
ly, and preacheth' forgiucneſſe"of finnes. yoro. thenr,” and affirmerh-in 
plaine words, that became not:to call the righteaus, but ſmners unto repen- 
rance, Mat. 9. Come vnto'nne all yots that labont and- are heauy laden, and 1 
Joall refreſh yow,XAat. 11, T his ts the will of bims that ſent me, that all that ;ſee 
the Sonne,aud beletne in hins hane everlaſting life; Tob.6, There i wone other 
name tmder Heaneu ginen onto men, wherein we mft be ſaved; Aft. q And, 
wnto him all the Prophets beare record, thatall reveineremiſſion of their ſrones 
that beleene in him, Aft, 10, And: Part, kbirteth' vp tbe. famme. of: this 
matter moſt _ be his propoſition 318 ur now{laich he)ehe rietoeon 
weſſe of God us manifeſtly ſhewed wjthowtt he fawn; having: witneſſe of the; Law 
and Prophets. And that righteonſu;ſfe.vowmerth by the;F gith of: Jeſus) Chriſh, 
wnto all and pon all that belcexe-in hms;) Rewn.g. And by and by followeth. 
z very evident declaration: For hee had already-ſpoken-paſt mansreaſpn. 
For therggs-no difference (fairh he) all haue Ganed and want:the glo- 
ry of God, apd:ar6 inftified freely: by. his:-graee-rhrough' rhe) redempriqn 
whietvis in Qbrift Jeſus, whom Gad:hatt> ride: a niexcy-ſeatbyfaceh; in 
bis-bloudsAndin tbi#ſame Chapter hee bexeeth in.che fane-rhe third 
time : we iwdge,or-we certainly determine , that mari #8 tuſffied by faith. with= 
aut the wer ker of 4; laws. Whatconany-rhan ſpoke more plainly? For 
he putteth «diffictence herweeneGods.tightcauſnefſa and mansg&eHichs 
thar-the tighteouſnefle of Goiiris manifellyſbewed withpue the Law, 
and yethartywienefſe-in A7o/er and ahieProphets, and; rhat-ircommerh 
freely vnto all thatbelecuc io Chriſt, Here chou heareft' workes plaibly. 
put away and ſhut our of doores, as pertaining to the. obtaining ofthe 
Iuftice of Gad, whichis of yaluebefore-God.1 For this: is a; righreouſ- 
. eſſe withomehe:Law;whichicommeth fretly.! By grace cyou ae-ſaved 
thieughfath jand that not of yout [elnen; For it t& the gift of God and not of 
wot ker, {enft any man (honld booſt, Epbeſe © fat Ly 
3 | \ 


451h&w he as "Bur whae 
celotip hens oof mites icet tent Fetiog: 
the ohh Seriptote eoforte bien otePointy/and tone can bee igna- 


rane” of chis rater the b be wilfully"arid'Rubbornely blinde, 
echally fot.arnWch be frivelcorelyferforcy now theſe mary yeeres in 
inioy, itt Ne vueropo imine mot profouri#wite mien, fo charne- 


man winy Henk forth prerend anyms WithichisDoRrine all 
examples of "ll ages doc accord. Looke vpon Alm and Abrabim, Peter 
and Pasl, they-iwere all ioftified by one-anditheſelfe fame meanes, and 
ionic otherwiſe than the Thitfewhith' was) Hinged on 'the' Crofſe, that 
is'to ſay, free! j7/ wikboub rebe& of: theivibume/ merits, Tor thefhaine 
Sacrifice; Thiifts fakes 'SoofobwBaproſfi- faith that Chrift ir the Dambe 
which rakerh away the faner of the world, To' which word (world p he in- 
cinder boet hirſel(eund dry the virginand! Ml; © 

"Lay this to'thy bh tent and! n__ when It c> 


by rents wh * lroweof 
alle Sd peri; partes nerds -In'greatec dificeſſe,'when irbe- 
at = ng dvene finnes, he wrath" of God, 'and ecernall darnoation, 
whendeath troy dryer oro ra no 
| it othertimcs; when beis in th; and 
rh pr rr we 
" Int behdlferhe in confer + ROO Wadi birnſelfcand 
his cans ater ried 17 rode Iudgements'of God, ang 'the wrath 
of God veniofificiges; uheberernalt' damanion-on the other -part, And 
fifthe {e&keth counſel}-avdthelþe!twrutatty/ar Þinifefe;" Bur: no mans 
confcience(ss THaidbefore)1i able cercainely ts Lererminie/tharhis me- 
rits ate Sreater and worthier then his finnes, % thar for the\worthinefſe 
of hig owtit 'workes ſake, "Godremirrerh' his wrach, raketh away the 
-paine, and givert/ Hi ;bouſnefſe, For/rhe: conſcience ſhall firſt of all cry 
fill, chatbi#/ Manes remlany) more; andomuth Pioner"therhis good 
workes” Tho Word of God alſo faith my ;. Wo was lixing bal be 
ed inry fight. Alſo, Lavd, If hex wouldft looks fir aitly vnto fins, who 
_«bizeit { Atd, when'you have done all that you are bound 16 doe, iq 
Wearewmprofi ants, wee hane done burour duties. Phen when 
hee findectrtio' eaſe With himſelfe to hold1 conſcience 
withs!l, he rmuſt needes' fooke"abourthim to orhers' Iyfelfe, 
-whecher he can hauc any fure > am there or not. Bur when 
the 
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he,hath done all, he ſball be able ro finde-reſt of conſcience:in, no-man;, 
citherquicke or dead,uorinany mexigs, cjeber of Manke; Cannon Bur 
er,,or, Nunne : neither in-Maſle nor pilgrimage, for any'cbing clſc/thay 
man can doe. And why ſo? Becauſe theſe matters want the Ward of 


God, yea, the Word of God: forbidderch a man to put any confidence 


in creatures... Furthermore, L beſeecb thee, howſhall the conſcience be 
certifyed of any creatures worke, that rhere.is ſo much .-wor;hinefle and 
vertve.jn-ie, that it purgeth apd-wipeth away fGianes, and; deſeryes- cuer- 
laſting life, noc vnco one perſan alone, but alſo ro-many.more? Indeed 


the fac ſed Monkes and vagabond Fryers haye- very liberally ſold their: 


metits vnto folkes lying on-cheir death-beds, but tell mee, whoſe. con« 
ſcience could be perſwaded that his fipnes be forgiven for-their' ſakes ? 
Nay, it was brought further. in. doubt, as moſt ſorrowfull 'examples of 
theſe many yeeres beare record; enough, and too much, What ſhifc 


then ſhall the. trembling conſcience. make to finde reſt? There is.no- 


ſhift will ſerue buc this onely. one, when irſball Aye voro Chiilt as. the 
ſure Anker, and ſhall xall bis bencfirs ra mitde, wherefore be was mage 
man, why he was made a ranſome, and a ſlaine Sacrifice for altghe whole 


world, and what was the cauſe thac hee cancelled-rhe hand-wrizing of- 


the Law,. conquered the devilland death; and made free-paſlage voto 
eveclaſtiog life;. and ſhall-after thax conſider: the :promiſes. and, Com- 

andements, whereinall men are.biddet:ro heleeuce! in. Chrift, and vn+ 
doubredforgiveneſſeis-pfomiſedro.all Goners theough Chriſt: arlepgrh 
by the helpe of the holy: Ghoſt, whom be ſhall.cxoue: of God byObritt, 
he ſball apply this mecitynto himſelfe by faith, and bee fully perſwaded 


that his Gnnes are remitted and ſwallowed vpin.the death of Chrift,and. 


.thatheeis inthe late of grace, and made righteous for Chriſts' ſake, 
withour anymeric or Wwanhineflcof bis owne.. Then the conſcience ſhall 
.be able r0lift vp.it ſelfe and be moſt'cerrainly perſwaded- of the, grace 
.and fauourof God cowards it, andof ſaluation,-righreouſfneſſe, and. e- 
verlaſting life.;-neither ſball.ir beafraidro looke God ia.the face, nor 
of death, and it ſball have an vndoubted hape of eucrlaſting:goodoefle. 


Ang what iszhecauſe chereof?' Verily that marterhathibe expreſſe and 
plaine Ward of Godto/warrantit;Forthus ſaith-Chriſt, Job. 6: This © 


the wil of him that ſent me, that allthat ſee the ſonne, aud beleene in bim, bane 
everlaſting life, - | yy a I8y L—_—_ ar jus mer apr chi 
S$tanight come of fanonr, whereby the. promiſe might be ſure, Jtem, Rom 5. 
hoe didabdnacd there SLONr 4: more abundant alſo. } Cor, I. Chriſt 
4 made of God wnto vi wiſdemerighteonſneſſe, ſanitification. aud redemption, 


thar 
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louter and Tacks of both fades, 
that as itis wtftten; He ther Feloyeerh, ſhonldreiogre in the Lord. The cons 

ence'may (alclylearle ro'thoſe Texts tharhaue the manifeſt promiſe of 
God-'Brfides thar, he in whormis ſafery, alt truſt and hope is pur, is ſuf. 
ficietitenosgh, ſo thatman'maynordoube in his minde, of his worthi- 
neſſe, metit and power. All creatures'are judged of the conſcience, and 
are found oner-feeble to'repulſe and: pur 't6 flight ſo great a maſſe of 
finnes, ſo'fore #prouoking'of Gods wrath againſtvs, and fo horrible a 
| farour'and omrage of our moſt mighty) enemies, 'Bur foraſmuch as 
Chriſt is God Almighty, and'very manperfe@ withour finne, and ſeeing 
Gods Booke beareth record; tharhe was ſent and giuen vnto vs, to bee 
a Mediatour, #t1Tnterceflbr, and 2/Sauiour;/and for confirmation of this 
rrath, thereunro fignes'be added;eucniche Sacraments, that Chrift him. 
ſelfe hattyinſticuced, the Elements whereof incurre itito our very ſenſes; 
Thierefore the confcience:may {urely attaine peace, tranquilicy,miich and 
eternall life-in this ſame Chriſt, ang-caft our ot his heart all'thar breederh 
eirher. doube or deſperation. This-isplenceouſly declared by examples 
both U1d andnew; which Iicould reckon'vp; bur that it- would require 
roo lofig #time. rk, BE, wnits!} 6 +  - CHER NG *#1 is 

' But would to God his great point were ſornewhat more ferjouſly 
pondred of many Jone, whictrare poſſeſſed and bewirtched with wick- 
ed opinions; andgiue therniclues ouer x0cardlefſe ſecurity, apd'ncither 
judge nor ſpeake of theſ@&ſo woightymarters any otherwiſe; rhen{asthe 
old fayitg is) blinde- men deeme ofcolours, For: when mers conſcien- 
ces ſhiltbe rofſed and tarmoited intherime of atguiſh withtheterrotrs 


of fiones;/ of thewrath of God of deattvand of hell; then'they ſhall be. | 


ginne (all to late) ro debate of theſe marters/andir is Javger left they 
end theirlife in deſperation and grudgingogaint God, as it hathyclian- 
<cdtro many thetiof famous eftare-invur dayes/ Therefore this ſame ne- 
ceſſity ought to moue vs, that we ſhouldrhinke no Neutraltic orplaying 
Tacke of both fides iwallowed in this' behalfe; "For in thy laft hovre 
when thou maſt flic ourofthiv/life{arleaft' if thou beleeueſt that there 
is aniother life after;'as many oriefearcethinketh thet@is) wherein ſhall 
*thy conſcience butchers thee ? Thou wafta'Neuter, bucnow thy conſci. 
ence requiteth chee tobe vr"a full cecrainty,” wherein thou'mayeRt'take 
thy leave df ris world; Our of peraduentore, the Devill' will not ſuffer 
'thee-tobea Neuer, And when thy breath iv once our of chy'mouth, thou 
-fhalt nor remainea Newer -ehowfhalr nor" hang: in" the inidele waybe. 
twe 'ne heavenandearthbut either Heaven orHell ſhall carch thee, ahi 
-berweene' theſe twothere'is no middle” way left, For as ye the 
| oGrine 


doArime of ipatory, iris akin eſe, bus a very. fained fancafie. And 
this can aflbte thee of and'tell thee before hand: by plai that” 
hou ſhalt riot be ſaatched-vpinto Heauen, Why? Becouſe, thou belee. 
ueditnorChrifts Word, The ſentence is already giuen : Hethat 
wot, # already indged, becanſe be belreneth not in the Name of the onely begor- 
ren Some #f God, 16h. 3. For God pulleth noman into Heaven againſt 
his will, cor by thehaire ofthe head, as they ſay. He offererh his Word, 
 be'callech, he moueth thebearrbycheholy Cho. Now if:thy beart'be 
fohatd and {6 ſtony, thatir will nor be moued, bur: repinerh-and:Rubs 
bornely wraftlech againſt the worke of God, he alſo forſaketh and dams 
of thee, accotding ts this Text ; He that ſetteth not bywme, 1 willalſa ſet 
t by bits, &'cRew; 2. Whete wile thou become theb; :when God: 
kach turned thee-vut?/will-retlchee, Hell char bath gapeda greatwhile! 
for thee wir open mouth; ſhall-catch-cheevp for hisawnepreys porn olls 
Finally, Fwill-ſpeake of one notable plaine ſaying of Chrift,-which:in 
my iud; Chin forbiddeth all Neucralcie. Thus faich Chriſt, Hee dhat @. 
not with we, tc arainſt me; and he that gathereth not with me, ſcattereth: a> 
broad, Luke 11, This Thunder-chap-nippeth,: knockeths downe;. and: 
allto clitrerett{Neurers..:Bur make we nor a tack ar this Preacher 2 Je 
is God himſelfeand thy Sauiour, (I would rhou.kneweft ic), which was 
ſehr from the ecernall Fathers boſome to. this. office, tothe intent hee 
ſhoulddectars the myſericy of God: vato:vs. eg tell thee) doth plain«. 
ly eftabliſh this Commandemenr, that all ſhould rye themſelues:yaro. 
him, and diwbreethalſfrom him, andpronounceris them:his) foes; that 
refuſe foto doe; *He-will bave all cobe;with hi, tharis; he requirerth/ 
the whole mzn ro beioyned and coupled vnto hims How? According to 
che Commandementthat.Godproclaimed inthe Clouds concerning this 
Son. This iow will betmugd Gon; bearrhiw. He willech all men of all-Na» 
#6t{Fahd all dges corecemmethis: Worddagnone other, hd to acknows 
kdge/and cake itboch forthetheanenly and/only w«curh; All Religions, 
Sacraments,DoRtihes, & Gods ſeruice thar diffet frombim& his word, 
lewWilledhto haue'difcerricdhorled away and damned.Forlikeas Godis 
pts otic,ouersſolis tivmariifeft wdrabercbuly cneattta ſimple: Ka 
not-vatiablenprifianifelgHealorcquireth; thatall welbeo 
tes in faith; wherywirhiwve muſbnecdebee epochiNRrtonbed 
cher;For healone is-ordai iro pongtrorr. MR 
workdiBy alone(8none im )taluation came to 
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tharby him, we may be made righteous, that wee may climbe vp with 
hum vyao the heaucoly Father, and to the manſions of euerlaſting life, 
ache ſaich, No man commeth unto the Fatber but by me, [ob. 14. Hee that 
beleeneth un the, Soune bath enerlaſting life, Toh. 3. Welearne the ſame by 
the Sacraments alſo, that itis of necc{{ity that we be ioyned, coupled and 
knic corthis Chrift, and ro none other,toche intent wee may be borne a« 
new, and made fellow heires of eternall glory, For in Baptiſme wee are 
waſhed in the bloud of Chriſt from our finnes, and accounted and-regi- 
fired intothe number of the Citizens of Heauen, Yea, we are choſen ro 
be the. Children of God, Li 
- Inche Lords Supper we receiue all che whole benefit of Chriſt by 
faith, and are knit voto Chriſt bodily. For wee, through Faith and the 
holy Ghoſt, cat and drinke the very Body and Bloud of Chriſt, thac wee 
alſo may be partakers of his diuine and immortall Nature, and goe with 
him where he now liveth, & haue the fruition ofthe ſame life,bleſſednes 
and glory,thar he hath. For this cauſe wee are difſeuered from all crea-. 
wres, and incorporated ynto Chriſt alone by Faith and the Sacraments; 
andthoſe that counſell, teach; or doe-to the contrary, cannot chuſe but 
erre moſt foully, and put Chriſt and his Sacraments tothe higheſt re- 
proach that may be. As thoſe that ſec Chriſt afide, and put their confi- 
dence in creatures, in men,or in mens workes,doe teare themſelues. away 
from Chriſt, as if the foote or the hand ſhould cut themſelues off from: 
their owne body. -- , | | 
Thirdly Chrift requireth vs to pray all after one ſort with him, that hee 
being our only Biſhop, Mediatour,and Interceffor,we may preaſe boldly. 
ynrv the Throne of Grace. And for that cauſe he biddech vs powre out 
prayers vntoGod rhe Father as: his Name, Verily, weridy, I ſay nts 
yon,whatſeeuer you ſbal acke the father in my name fie ſpall give it you, loh,16. 
As forall other helpe-fellowes, Petitioners orhelpers, be thruſterh chews 
out by the ſhoulders with this one word, 'in that he will have vs pray in 
his Name. Therefore they that ſeeke after ocher guides and ſpokeſ-men 
before God, to cleaue vnto intheirprayer, fall from Chriſt, and deſpiſe 
the decreed Will ofthe Father in this Mediacour whom hec- hath given 
vs. Fourthly, Chrifh requirech an vniyin 6onfeffing ofthe truth, char we 
boch-confefle him (and nvne other) in our DoArine, and beleeue, out- 
of all doubc. that he onely ſhall be the Emnauue/,' which ſhall wipe away 
and mitigate all that, the. world thundreth-againftiche godly, and ac 
 tength, having overcome al} kindeof.calamities, ſhall give chem) cuer= 
laſting bleficdnefſe, and the crowne of eteraall glory, : that ncuer _ 
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Newer and Jacke of both fides., 
fade away, Finally, it isn<ceffary for vs to be vnited 'vnto Chriſt in/all 
-our conuerſation, #hd rohaue him our companion, and helperin all thar 
we doe. For Chriſt ſaith in plaine'words, Without me yee ran toe nothing. 
Andindeed, nothing can be wholſome, except Chriſt be bothzhe helper 
and the top and root of all che whole marcer, The reft of this ſentence of 
Chrift, I ſhall expound afterward when we come corhe'newNevuters, 'or 
Tackes of both fides, 4n mine opinion therefore, ir appeareth plaine e« 
nough, rhar Chriftvtrerly forbiddeth all manner of Ncutraltie, and firaie< 
ly chargeth lt co couple thetnſelues vnto him alone: Andthofethar do 
not fo, he proclaimerh ro be his enemies by manifeſt plaine words. 

God is accuſtomed inhis Word ro compare thar ſtrait bound: knor 
that is betweene him/andhis Church, to'the knot of marriage: and to 
make the feruency of loue and of the knitting togerher more euident, 
he compareth'ittochehor flames of love, that is ar the firſt in the new 
mafttedBride'and Bridegroome: and calleth che falling fromhis Word 

Whoredome, which compariſor it {elfe reacherh, char all matmer of 
Nevtrraltie diſpleaſeth God aboue all meaſure. Thus he ſpeakerth, Oſe.2. 
1 will marry thee untomsy ſelfe for enermore, and I wit! marry thee unto niy 
ſelfe tm righteonſueſſe and indgement, in mercy and long ſuffering. And I will 
merry thee unto my ſelfe in Fiith, and then ſhalt know that I am the Lord. 
This Teffon, over and befides that it expreſſech an exceeding grear'force 
of the loue of God towards vs wretches, and requireth mutual loue of 

vs againe, it deſctiberh alfo the manner of iuſtification, that righceouſ- 
nefle commeth not-of our owne powers, bur of the loue and mercy of 

God rowards'vs, which we lay hold on and apply vnro our ſelues'by 
Faith, And what is the cauſe, thinke you, that God' is'called a jealous 

God? Is it hor becauſe he would haue thre be addited vato himalone; 
and hateth thern mot deadly, yea, punifheth them alſo, which rurne 

that loue 'which they ought to render vnto God another way ? The 

Germanes haue a common ſaying of loue: Eicher loue me alone,ormed- 
dic'not with me 4ar-all; Allein mein; odo; laſt gar ſeit. And in Eng- 
land we have an old Proverbe, Loue and Lordſhip louech no fellowſhip. 

Forſurely, thar thatis true and fervent loue indeed, can abide no fellow- 

loner. Andevenafter the ſame ſore, doubrlefieGod is a icalous God,as he 

hath wittefſedin many moſt earneſt graue Leſſons, both inthe old Te= 

Rament and new, and madeir ſcene by ſore flaughters in all ages.There- 

fore by no meanesRti$frec or allowed vnto any man to doubt, or beea 

Neuter inthe Articles of the Faith. And it is a wonder to ſee ſuch pre- 


ſumptuous Rubbornnefſe in meo, that they had rather forſake the _ 
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Neutet and Jacks dfhochfides,” 
and negle& their owne (aluation too, 'nad'to, abGaine from:bath.,parts; 
then to afſent ivntothar one, that goerkymoſoeere vntothe truth, Sure 
ly, itcannothe choſen, burſuch manner of tolkes;,arexuled by: carelefſe 
ſecurity. Far if they! were exerciſed-withneuct ſo {malls conſlience for 
the Ganes which they had commined;neceſhicy would dobsle f: compell 
thermromikedifference of DoRrines, & cholethas ghar, would eaſe the 
ſorrowfullcroubled conſcience, Therefore themarter it ſelte argueth char 
they are the Devills priſoners, and cannot come ynto-carneft repentance. 
»* But hearkena whileg, what fortrefles., and Bylwarkes. they ftreagrthen 
and defendethemſelues wichall;and how highly they would bepraiſed for 
cheif wiſdomeiand (almoſt monRrous) wmodetly, with-their, playing the 
Neuters. For where other ofthe fimplc andmore ignorant ſort of people 
(as they be:counted) be roo quickly contented. with,mingle mangle Re» 
hgions ordaEtrines, they alone will be, reckoned for the more. dilgreere, 
m harthey beaduiled-totarrytill itbe acknowledged and determined, 
by ordinary power;aodto hold with no. fide till it.bexdebared and openly 
allowed by common authoxity; -For this is theic ſaying; Ic is aor for muy 
rotake vp ſo weighty matters of-contention. and controuerſie,& tocon- 
demn either pare to mint owne-harme.].ſee there are earneſt contentions. 
about miattecs of iraportance.. There fall oux among themlclugs,, nar the, 
common ynlearned people;.bux-men of profound knowledgevin zher 
Scc iptures; and notably learned. in-all the. tongues, Both parts ſeeke to 
ground theirdoRrines vpon Scriptures, 3 heare; both. parts boaſt them» 
{clues tobe the Chorch, Bohdestþag, they be mer.of both lides, which 
mayerre.. And morcaver,; mgp moy[6/py fouls in bogh parts, and that) 
ne ſmall, nor a>few: faillts. And though ihe one. part elpecially ſeczne 
to bee the neexer vnto,che arpth, yer; the, aubority and the loog:con- 
tinuance of that other part; makes me on thejother fide tp. thinke, it belt 
for me to tarry tillin a-meanes Theſe and many, other reaſons they ga+ 
ther like tudious forecaſting; men,| 2nd; many, thmes.they, yitcr hem a= 
mong their familiarsin grepr fadacfie,andioearry,fuch A5,De9f.che one, 
learned ſort with them ipto the gulfe of doubrs,..,.7 1; i nnd aw bog! 

Therefore I will anſwer them in order. in, few., words:, Yea farfopth,; 
it is even thy duty to-diſcerne eutry. dogrine whatſocucy. tis, GONGETr! 
Ding ſaluation and-the true ſeruing of God, .whac,man ſoever it-were that 
-raught ic, and to give ſencerice, this-js,agrecable ro the truth, that is.ngk © 
this Ireceiuveand follow, that I deteſt.aod, hold ac P91 MT ON vc] 210? 

It is a moſt falſe,erronjous opinion, to thinketbat ng.men hath ro.gdoe; 
to iudge ypon do&rines bucrthe Pope of Rome, Biſhops, and men of, oh 

; popi 
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popiſhleuen; For the word .isas well giuen tome and torhee, and' God 
commanceth ys as ftraightly co give place vmto it, to keepe. it, and to dif- 
cerne mens iuglings from ir, as vnto Peter or Pan, or them that ſay they 
have the gquexnance of the-Chutrch ac this day, Like as wee have all 
neede of falyation, cugen ſo-muſt euety-one needs be a iudge vpon do- 
Qrines. Who werethey,l pray thee,thact Chriſt ſaid vnro, fy beepe heare 
mJ 0Jce, and follow not a(frangey, but abhorre his vojce ? doth hee notbid, 
that the ſheepe which are willing to follow their ſhepheard Chriſt ſhould 
giue diligent eare tothe voices of cryers,that is to ſay, Teachers,and dif- 
ccrne which is the true (hepheards voice that they ought to follow, and 
which is the ſeducer or wolues voice, which they eughtto: hate and flee 
from? It thou wilt noc doe thus, but Ricke Rillina meane,thou canſtnor 
be Chrifis ſheepe ; no, thou ſhalt be the-wolues pray. Chriſt giueth this 
warning, /at,7. Beware of falſe Prophets, that gome to you in (peepes cloas 
thing, and inwardly be rauening wolter, But.voro whom giueth hee this 
commandement, vnto none but tothe Apoſiles? Yea, to. all the whole 
wulricude that came ynto hin co heare the word of God. Therefore,if cue* 
Iy.one ought to. beware of falſe teachers, ſurely euery one muſt needs 
wudge of their doArines, that he be nor deceived,  Ephe/.q. Now wee. ave 
n0t lhe chiliren waucring, to be carried about withenery winde of doflrine, by 
the wilineſſe of men, aud-(ubtil.fleight, which they the in waite, to deceine wi 
zithal,. Dothnor Paul teach vsin this place, to-be ſedfaſt and.conftant 
nchecruth, and abhorre all other gloſed doAtrines, which the decei- 
ucrs goe about ro weaken our. faith withall ? And ſure this cannot 
bee done without iudgement,. 3 Theſſa,.5. Prove.all thaigs, and. bold 
that id £oed, A's t-v134 
Ir is a manifeſt plaine.commandement, that every one.of vs ſhould try 
dofrines by the truth-of Gods word,as the true touchſtone,and ro know, 
xeich, andcondemne all. ſtrange doRtines, and to keepe the truth ſafe 
3nd vncor:ypr. For he bidde;h thee hold chagis good, thatis, ſound do+ 
_Qing + Hee will not; baye thee ro. vie-an-waſeaſonable. mogefiie in-this 
.caſc, as chough it were not for'thee ro iudge: ypon theſe marrers, but ci= 
thertohold that. is, good, ore<lfeto let is: viterlyalone. . 1'/obng. Dearely 
beloued, beleene not enery ſpirit, but prone the ſpirtts, whether they be of God, 
for, maniy falſe Prophets are gone. tnt0 the world. This ſaying goth not onely 
piue-powervntoall.Chrifianszo judge vpon cucry dodtine, bur alſo ir 
Kroightlyabargeth-everyonegoproycandexamine, todiſſeucr falſchood 
fromtruh; and copRantly:ro keepe the word o: God, 
--Burbece doethe Neuters alwaics ſeeke ſhifts and Rarting holes. What 
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2 conſufion ſhall this be (fay they) if euery one (ſhall be ſuffred eo gine ſen< 
rence ep»5n controuerfies ot R-ligions? Tanſwer, There is no cauſe, why 
any confuſion ſhould be dread at all. Tt hall. bee necefary for all mens 
judgements and ſegtences to agree1n one, and to conclude-all varo one 
end, For there is but. onely one rulero wdge by, and burone foundation 
{neither mzy a man decline'from ir fomuchvas one haires breadch) char 
15, the pure wo d of Godproclatmedby Chriſts owne mouth,nor ming < 
led with mens gloſſ-s: and this word is contained 1n the bookes of the 
Prophets and Apotiles. For eucry one is not freely ſuftred (as theſe woe 
manly ſober-men are roo afraid of) to judge as it hkerh himſclfe, but 
allpower of iudgement (I ſay) is tyed cothe word of God. It any fwaruec 
from it, theyare furely our: of the way. ' All this (as T haue ofter: ſaid 
before) muſt bee taken, chat I meane, as concerning the Articles of 
the faith, 

Aſter the ſame manner may this cold feeble excuſe of theirs be wiped 
away: 1acknowledge mine owne weaknefle in theſe ſore hard marrers of 
controverfie, and I my fclfe might fall. And therefore Þ had rather be x 
Neurecr till, than co ftop fo great a diſcord, I ariſwer: It js true, wee are 
all coo much,too weake, roo childiſh, roo foolifh, and roo blinde in fuch 
weighty matrers. Butthe iudgement dependerh not of our abilicie, bur 
of the word of God, which allmen haue given them, and are purin truſt 
withall, andis fuch a one that it cannot be intricate or obſcareynto any 
man, ſothar he have any exerciſe in the troubles of conſcience, and pray 
-continuallyynto God for helpe: as in James the firſt ; If any of you want 
wiſedome, let him craueit of God, which gineth liberally vnto all, and caſteth 
10 manin the teeth, and it ſhall be ws him, Therefore thou art bound 
by the commandement of God to learne the word that the ſonne of God 
hath declared, what mannera man or woman ſoeuer thou be. And then 
thou oughteſt according to'that word of God, which is compriſed in the 
Prophets and Apoſtles writings, tojudge vponall Religions and all do- 
Arines, whether thou be weake or firong, whether thou be of the Clear- 
gie orthe Laitie, whether thon belearned or valearned, whether rhou be 
old or yong : For thou heareſtir ſaid ; /f any man preach any other Goſpel, 
curſed be be. And, Heere him. : 

And to be plaine, I thinke thoſe mens rafhnefſe and ſhamcleſſe impu. 
dencic is'to be diſallowed and reprefſed; yea to be well punifhed, which 
3s it were with ynwaſhen hands meddle with thefe contronerfies,and tior 
knowing the grounds of the matrers,take vpon them to iudge ns itlikerh 
<hemſclues. For ſecing there is none-other ruleto iudge by, butch one. 
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ly wordof God, neceſſity requireth, that they which ſhalliddge, be not 
al:ogether ignorantin ir. Andic isnot all oneto bee weake in the Artie. 
cles, and not to be able to belceve conftantlyin them; and to-acknow. 
ledge the truch,and to pronounce according to the truch, and co difſeuer 
firange doQrines from it. As,we belecue all is true, that is contained in- 
the holy ſacred Bible, bur yer our faith is fezble,and hath not that peifeRi- 
on that ir ought to haue, | 


But I haue not fo great knowledge in the Bible (you will ſay) nor am 


of ſo quicke aiudgement, to have all the teſtimonies of the old Teſia- 
ment and new vpon my fingers ends, Tanſwer : Loe, I will ſhewthee a 
ſhort handſome way. Artthou a Chriſtian? Canſt thouſay.che parts of 
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thy Catechiſme? Ichinke there is no Chriſtian in-all-the world, that will Yes 40000 


be ſo wickedly rude, asnot to know ſo few Chapters. 

Now ler thoſe Chapters of the Catechiſme bee vato thee inftead of a 
molt ſure perfeQt rule to examine, totry, androiudge all Religions and 
all doQines by. For it is certaine, thatthe Catechiſme is a ſhort hand= 


ſome ſurme of all the whole Bible, and containeth all chat is required of 


neceſſitic vnto faith and vnto our ſaluation, as ne Chriſtian will denie. 


Then, if thou perceiueſt by diligent marking and conſidering, fecting a- 
fidethe reſpeR of perſons, not regarding the gay ſhew and pretence of- 
the doAtines, and brideling thine owne priuate affeRions,thatir agreeth. 


with thy Catechiſme, thac is alleadged,thon maict freely and fafely take 


it for the very ttuth it ſelfe : butif thou finde rheir dorine or obſer-. 


uances to accord with the parts of the Catechiſme no more, than my fiſt 
vponbine cie,asthey ſay, but thatall che allegations be vnheard,ftrange 


and repugnant, bow pleaſant and apgrecable foeucr they ſeeme vnto rea. 


fon, then-chou maicl? freely and flatly pronounce, thar' they are'meere 
lyes apd nothing bur falſe ivglings of the very Diucli himſelfe. As for 
example. Our aduerfaries teach, chat itis in mans owne power to fulfill 
rhe Law of Godin this life, and by this meanes,rhat is toſay,by the deeds 
ofthe Law to deſerue righteouſneſſe and eternall life, ; 

Now ifrhou wilt throughly try out that doQtine, whether it be true 
ornot; apply and lay the parts of thy Catechiſme vntsie. If ic agrece.there 


is nodoubr, butir 1srrue: andif nor, then it is certainly-errencous and 


blafphemous, © + ++ | 

' - Nowtheren Commandements ſay; T7 how ſhalt bane none other Gods, 
Thomfbals wot rake the name of the Lerdthy God in vaine and ſo forch, There» 
forexbe Eawbiddeththee doe, that thou docett not. For the Law doth 


alwayes accuſe thee, and maketh chte guilty , as the Apoſtle __ bs | 


inErgland, 


Neuter and Tacks of both fides, 
The Law worketh wrath And what could it doe'elfe, ſeeing man is not 
able naturally by reaſor'of finne to accompliſh perfeR entire obedience 
both outwardly andinwardly ro God, according tothe ten Commande. 
ments. Queſtion with thine owne heart, and it ſhall beare witneſſe a- 
gainſtthee, The Apoſtles Creed faith, that Chriſt alone is the ranſome, 
and reconciled vs vito his offered father by his onely metric, deftroied 
cuerlaſting death by his death, brake che Serpents head, and ſet the ovate 
ynto eternall life wide open,” where heenow fitreth on the fathers righe 
hand,tcigniog in like power, maieſty,and glory,and hath ſubdued all chat 
is aboue heauen-or beneath ynder his owne power. 

- Thou heareſt-nor oneiot of mentionmade here of mens workes: we 
confefſe Chriſt onely to be the {laine Sacrifice for our finnes. ' 

The Lords Prayer biddeth vs praycontinually ; And forgine vs owr 
treſpaſſes : Therefore thou arr farre wide from fulfilling of the Law. x 

Baptiſme teacherh cleerely,thar we are waſhed onely of free mercy by 
che merit of Chriſt, The words of Abſolution declare forgiueneſſe of 
finnes freely for the onely Paffions ſake of Chriſt, 

And the Lords Supper doth moſt mightily reach the fame, that onely 
for the body and bloud of Chriſt, that is, for his Paſſions' ſake, which 
we apply vaco our ſclues by faith, weare in the tate of grace, and haue 
erernall life: Whereof a ſure-warrant is giuen vnto every one'in the yſe 
of that Sacrament, even the very body inbread, and the bloud in wine 
ſpiritually ro feede ypon. | Hereof ir followerh moſtplainlyy thar all the 
parrs of the Catechiſme doe impugne and damne that dodtrine'of fulfil. 
ling of the Law,and righteoufnefle of mans workes, For all che parrs of 
titled vs vnts Chriſt alone: and-fo dorh alſothe Law ir felfe (which ne« 
* nettheleſle ſpeakerrof workes)according to this; 7be Laws or Scheole* 
maſter onto Chriſt, Gal.y\ Foric letterh forth the greatnefle ang vglineſſe 
of ourſfinnes plainly before our eyes; and bidderh vs roar Ar 
deſpaire- of our 'felues; and couertly/ir drivech/ vs to: feeke-the +benefir 
of — chat is; of' Chriſt, by the” which wee may be everlaſting» 
ly blefſed, A f.330d {tn092 29 pry idonont; UH: 3 31 W497 

: Another example; Ouriaduerſariescontend,:that: the Saints departed 
now living with Godin eternal life are tobe prayed: yntoc! See-whether 
thy Catechiſmeallow that doAtine or nor, The firſt of the ren Commans 
dements fairh thus; 7 how ſhalt have! none other: Gods: But :to' call ypon 
Saints departed our of this life; is to;havic archer Gods; For Ioudention, is 
nothing elſe, then to aſcribe 4certaine almighty polweritatheni chic boe 
abſent, as well in ſeeing the motiongof the heart, and heating of prayers, 
”., as 
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as in power to giue hcIpe. But God reporteth-in the declaration of the 
ten Commandements, that hes 4 icalors God, And Eſay43- be ſaith, Hee 
will not ſuffer the honour aue unto him to be attributed wnto another; There 
fore Invocation of the Saints departed is againſt the firftand chiefeſt 
Commandement of all. Ws 

The Apoſtles Creed teacheth vs to belceve in God the Father, the Son 
and the holy Ghoſt, and rot onely to acknowledge this our onely God as 
the onely fountaine of all goodnefle, of life, liuing, remiffion of finnes 
and ſalvation, bur alſo to aske and begge of him alone all good things. 
both of body and ſoule. Then it followeth that we haue no need of dead 
Saints helpe co obraine theſe withall. 

The Lords Prayer teacherth vs expreſly to dire our minde and words, 
not to any Saint, and to craue bodily and ghoſtly goodnefle either of this 
hfe or of thelife eucrlafting of them, but vnto this God the Father, which 
hath revealed himſelfe in the Son, and accepted vs by this ſame onely be- 
gotten Sonne to behis Children; 

Neither are we Biptifed in the name of any Creature, but inthe name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Ghoſt ; that isto ſay, that 
we ſhouldacknowledge and call ypon this God, our onely helper and ſa- 
viour. We are afſo.led of our firfs onely in the name and merit of Chriſt, 
without mention making of aoy Saint,as Chriſt ſaith ;\He #har beleemeth in 
me, ſhall line. 

Finally, in the Lords Supper,the Sacrament of the body and bloud of 
Chriſt is giuen vs for ateftimonie,thar Chriftis our onely mercy ſcar, Bi= 
ſhop,and King;of whom onely we may depend, who only reconcileth vs 
vnto the Father, for whoſe fake onely we haue all manner, of good chyungs. 
Thou heareſt not that the Sacrament of the bogy and bloud of any man- 
ner of Sints is delivered vs, or thatchey are appointed to be our Media- 
tours before God. Therefore theſe parts of thy Catechiſme doe all agree 
in one, and hifſe out the doArine of Invocation of the Sainrs departed; 
and declare it moſt evidenclyro be moſt high blaſphemie agaiaſt the Fa» 
ther, the Sonne, andthe holy Ghoſt-Looke I pray thee, what iudgement 
or direQion couldeft than haue more ſpeedy, and more eahie than thisis ? 

Indeede icſeemeth ro be childiſh and rude, I confeſſe it, bur yerir is true 
andmoſtcerraine. Theſe examples I rehearſe,that Neuters may be abaſh- 
ed #nd aſhamedin making theirexcules, if they bee not (as forthe moſt 
Pparr'they are) palballſhame. | | 
''" Buryertheſe Nicholas Neuters are not ſatiſhed, For they ſtand-won- 


derfullyin'cheir owne conceits. They ſay, that there bee yery profound 
G learned 
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learned men'on both parts, and both parts hold of the Scriptures; and 
neither part of them both hath all falſe, bur ſome things are ſo true, that 
without Herefie they cannot be denied.. As, the Papiſts doe ſpeake right- 
ly of the Articles of the Trinitie, theytalkectruly of Creation, they con= 
teſſe Originall Fnne, they teach couching Redemption by Chriſt, that 
he aſone was obieed and appointed to diſpatchfinne and the eff:s of 
fine, and that he onely ouercawe our enemies, Satan,death,and hell, and 
went triumphantly into heauen,and there fitteth now at the Fathers righr 
hand, according to the Prophets ſayings. Theſe and certaine other mat» 
ters the Goſpellers (as they call chem) acknowledge ro be true, and a- 
greeable ro the word of God, andto the teſtimonies added vato the 
word, Therefore they fay, it is not meet for them-ro condemne either 
part, but rather will refiraine themſelves from both ſides, till they agree 
all in ſome Councell, andrtill the truth be ſhewed openly abroad, as if it 
were digged outof a moſt deepe darke dungeon. _— 

I anſwer. I ſhewed you before by certaine cuident teftimonies of the 
holy Scripture, that wee are bound and confirained by the commande- 
ment of God, tojiudge vpon doAtrines according to the preſcribed rule 
and faſhion, that we be not carried about with cuery bluſtring winde of 
doArines,nor haue reſpeR to any perſorf. 

' Forthe word of God; wherein our ſoules health muſt be ſought, con= 
fiſteth nor in any humaine perſons of how high degree ſocuer they bee, 
bur in the author of it, God; and his ſonne Ieſus Chrift ; wee ate all the 
fheepe of one onely ſhepheard,ChriR, | 

” And therefore are wee bound all ro acknowledge and follow his 
voice,and quickly to indge, difcerne, 'caft sway, and: hate other ſtrange 
and euill ſounding noiſes. Moreouer,l haucalſo laid this foundation be- 
fore ; that the word of God is onely one and a fimple plaine one, and 
hath alſo one perperuall' manner of meaning, agreeable to ir ſeife, Byr 
for as much as the doQrine of the Papiſts, and he dotine of the Gol- 
pellers (for ſo'we call that doAtrinenow, which, in theſe latter dayes,of 
the world is through the mighty gieat benefit of Godeclented and healed 
by the inftrumentof God Af. Luther and: others, from moſt filthy cor- 
ruptions) doe varie the one againſt rhe other in Atticles of che fairh moſt 
extreamely; ir ftandethvs in hand to looke warily about vs, which-do- 
Qrine agreeth with the. ot onely ground-worke and toundarion ;,(I 
meane, the heauenly word of God) and which doth-noe; ns 
ſhall ſoone perceive,in caſe we'be bur weakly inftrued in Gods word, 
and referce all to the concordance and analogy of faith, as Pax/ giveth 
V8 
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vs warning ; howbeit we haue neede of the holy Ghoſt, which guidethy 
ysinto all truth, to-be our guide vato that marter ;: For-where hee is not 
theleader, and where men take that arrogancly vpon: their. owne wiſe- 
dome, which pertaineth onely to the power of God, there. is no end of 
errours, and mens eyes are daſeled as ic were ina maze, that they cannor 
ſee the crutch. And Chriſt ſairh, ohn g, {came wo the world unto indpe- 
ment, that thoſe which ſee not, may ſee, and they that ſee, may bee made 
blinde, 

Therefore looke what truth our aduerſaries haue, that wee receiue 
with moſt ready minds; but where they pervert the truth of God with 
the dreames of men, there they muſt needs giue vs leaueto difſent from 
them, as God commandeth-vs. Doeſt thou not know, that Chriſt and 
his Apoftles told before hand, that moſt peſtilent noyſome ſeRaries 
ſhould come with the name of Chriſt, ſaying; Zoe, bere = Chriſt, loe, 
there @ Chriſt ? Doth'not he that hath all things both paſt, preſent, and 
to come, plainely before his eyes, ſay that falſe Prophets cloathed not in 
a Wolfe nor a Beares skinne, bur in ſheepes array, ſhould make hauocke 
of Chriſts ſheepetold ? What ? Doth notthe choſen veſlell of God being 
led by the fpiric of Chriſt cell the ſametale ? Satan bimſelfe (ſaith hee) uw 
trans figured into an Angell of light. It isno great thing then, though his 
Minifters be transfigured like the Miniſters of rightcouſneſſe, whoſe end 

ſhall be according to their worker, 2 Cor. 11. 

Did not Satan put on that Angel-like viſour, when he tooke vpon him 
in Paradiſe ro interpret the commandement of God, concerning the for= 
bidding of the Apple, and with that viſour plucked all mankind with all 
mans whole poſteritic (which is an horrible hearing) with one ſleighty 
ſhift and with one enterpriſe, quite away from God, and ſubdued them 
ynder his owne tyrannie ? Therefore ſuffer not thy lelfe by fine painted 
words and citing of the Scripture, to be ſhifted away from the foundati- 
on, For there was neuer yet any Hereticke, but he ſaid, he brought forch 
holy Scripture, and ſhewed the true meaning of ir, and ſought nothing ſo 
much as the wealth of mens ſoules. For as for thoſe that haue caſt away 
the bookes of holy Scriptures, cither a part of. them, or altogether, and 
haue deviſed a certaine new and firange conceit, they hauc diſcouered 
themſclues too groſely,that they may be cafily knowne,eſpecially in that 
afſcmbly,that is called the Church. 

But you will ſay, there are of the Papiſtz very excellent men, and pro« 
foundly skilled in holy Scriptures, and their mcaning is, alſo to ſer and 
eſtabliſh their matters ourof —_— ofthe Prophets wahprtis 
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Well, Let rhem be, Doeſt thou not know that the djvell (as ] faid before) 
hath an Angel-like nature and wiſedome, and yet wee muſt not beleeue 
himfor allthac ? Hearken what Pax/ ſpeaketh out of the Propher; wilt 
deſtroy the wiſdowse of the wiſe, and reproue the prudence of the prudent. Where 
& the wiſe man? Where t the diſputer of thu world ? Hath not God made 
the wiſedome of thu world fooliſhneſſe ? 

Yea, but both parts may ſwarue from the truth, and be deceiued, and 
gheſſe ata yenture, as the blinde man cafteth his flaffe, Therefore per- 
chance'the truth lieth yer (ill drowned in the deepe, as Dewocritis was 
wont to ſay. I anſwer, If there were no monuments leſt, that containe 
the plain minde of God concerning the Articles of the Faith, and the true 
ſerving of God, perhaps this doubt might haue ſome place, but thou hat 
openly-before thine eyes the writings of the Prophets and Apoſtles con- 
firmed with many nocable great Miracles; and the ſonne of God him- 
ſelfe bare record vnto thoſe Sermons of the Prophers and Apoſtles. There- 
fore the truth lieth not locked vp nor buried ina deepe darke dungeon, 
bur it is brought forth into the light, and ſer abroad plainly, as ic were, in 
the noone ſunne. Then ir is a moſt falſe perſwaſion to ſay that the bookes 
of holy Scripture are full of obſcureriddles, which cannot be expounded, 
or ynderſtood, God hath nor rolled vp his doQrine in datknelle, but ac - 
cording to his owne wiſdome, hee hath fer it forth, fimply, plainly, 
and moſt openly, vnto all folkes, and would haue all co vnderfiand jr, 
I pray thee, whac is more ſimple and more plaine then Chriſts owne Ser= 
mons be ? Hee frameth himſelte afcer the capacitic of the learners, hee 
vieth ſuch common and homely manner of ſpeech, as the vulgar peo- 

le doe. 
F And though he ſpake ſome things in parables, yet they were eicher 
knowne of the godly before hand at that time, or elſe hee opened them 
plainly enough himſelfe. Of the fame fort bee' the things-that the 
Prophets and Apoſtles have by the ſpirit of God ycirred in their 
writings. 

And it cannot be choſen, but there is a Church of God, and that a viſt 
ble Church vpon earth, according tothe Article of our Creed : 1 beleeue 
that there is one holy Catholike Church, And this Church cannoterce in 
the principall Articles of the Faith, Forif it erre in them, in cannor be the 
Church of God. Therefore both the truth and the very proper and true 
ynderftanding of the word muſt needs bein that congregation, 

Beſides this,it can none otherwiſe be, but this Church is in that people, 
where the doAtine of the Prophets and. Apoſiles is yacocrupily taught, 
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For it isnot curiouſly to bee ſought for, among the Turkes, Scythians, 
or lewes, being as they be now, nor among other Nations, which for the 
moſt part haue no knowledge of Gods Word atall, and none they de- 
fire to have, 

Yetit is to be thought that there be ſome members of the true Church 
among thoſe Nations ſcattered here and there abroad. Then it follow- 
eth : that foraſmuch as both we, and our adverſaries, the Papiſts, doe ac- 
knowledgeand receive the Bookes of the Prophets and Apoſlles, ei- 
ther we are the true Church of God, or they : either we haue the onely 
one truth of God, or they, For in theſe matters which wee vary in, 
namely, inthe Articles of the faith, neith«r can both parts be true, nor 
both partsfalſe: according to the Principle, There is but one truch,and 
not manifold truths. And what can be the Church of God, if wee Goſ- 
pellers (as we are called) benot > Who ſhalt have the truth, if we haue ic 
not ? For firſt we embrace, hold, and profeſſe the Word of God purely, 
without the dregs of mans traditions, and wee moſt iuſftly hate thoſe 
things that are imagined by mans owne braine, and doe violene wrong 
tothe Word of God, as the Apolile ſaith, If any preach an other Goſpel, 
curſed be he.But the Papiſts mingle and marre all with their owne Gloſes 
and mens inventions, and without them their minde is to allow nething. 

We ſcekenotthung but Chriſt in the old Teſtament and new,as the on- 
ly pich and ſubſtance, and him we take for our onely Reconciliator, S1- 
uiour, Mediatour, and Biſhop, Buc the Papiſts extoll ghe dignizty and 
merits of mens workes, and wreſt all thar is contained in both the Teſta. 
ments, to make Chriſt the beginniog ofiuſtification, and themſclues the 
finiſhers and perfeR makers vp of iuftification. 

We affirme that thoſe obſcruances only be acceptable vnto God that 
are ſpecified in his certaj1e Word, But the Papiſts enforce men ro thoſe 
. obſeruances and God-ſervice that are deviſed by the arrogancy and raſhe 
neſſe of man, and aſcribe more worthineſſe vato them, rhen ro thoſe thac 
are commanded of God himle}fe. We abhor Idolatry. Burt the Papiſts 
are maniſett Idolaters, in that they honour the Saints departed with the 
honour due toGod, and call vpon them to be their Interceſſors and hel- 

ers: andcad men rather vnto the Virgin Mary, thento Chrift, 

We keepe the Sacraments entire and whole till, according tothe 
forme of Chriſts owne inſtitution. Burt the Papiſts doe wickedly man- 
gleche Sacraments which Chriſt hath ordained, and change the forme 
it ſelfe, For of the receiving ofthe Sacrament of our Lords Body and 


1Bloud, they make an open offering, auaileable not onely ynto the 
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quicke, butalſoto the dead, thar lye broyling in Purgatory, if wee 
would belecue them, 

We allow honeſt and lawfull wedlocke in all fates. Bur the Papifts 
call it a foule finne(yea,worthy to be puniſhed with death) if an Eccle- 
fiaſticall perſon be married ; as though marriage were the fouleſt thing 
that could be, and were an hinderanceto the miniſtety by all meanes. 
Hereby it is no hard matter to Tudge, which is the- Church, and whar 
congregarion is neerer vnto the ſincere Word of God. So wee being 
certified by theſe and other ſure tokens, are not-afraid to pronounce 
plainly, that the true Church of God is among vs, wherein God:wor- 
keth effeQually by his Word, and regenerateth very many vnto eternall 
life, Contrariwiſc, we are not aftaid to affirme that all obftinare wilfull 
Papiſts, which ioyne not themſelues vnto this pure DoRrine, and true 
ſeruing of God, are barred our of this rrue Church, And, if there bee 
any weaklings, that groane being yer till ynderrhe Popes tyrannous 
yoke, yet it is meete forthem ro beare their good will ynto this ſound 
DoRrine, and true ſerving of God. 

The Pope hath many markes chat proue himto be the notable greac 
Antichriſt, but euery body may eaſily perceive them, and therefore I_ 
thinke it but loſt labour to make any furcher rehearſall of chem in this 
place. They are ſo manifeſt, chat euen our enemies themſelves are en» 
forced almoſt to grant them: but yer they ſeeke other cloaked preten« 
ces. They ſay it ſeemeth notlike to berrue, that we are the Church, ſee- 
ing we be bur a few in number, and in no high authority, and ſprung vp 
but of late yeeres, Contrariwiſe, that it ſeemeth more like to bee true, 
that the Pope and his be the Church, For they are many moe than we x 
and are men of much higher authoricy than we, they beare the ſwinge in 
the gouernance of the Chiirch, and haue had this moſt gay glorious ti= 
tle a long ſeaſon, And it is not to be thought that God hath left, andyec 
leaucth (till ſo goodly a company of men in errour, and that he hath hid- 
den, or yct doth hide (till the cruth from ſo many men, being moſt fa- 
mouſly ſeene in all kinds of learning. I anſwer, This obieRion doth rofle 
and torment very many folkes mindes grieuouſly : Eſpecially thoſe 
that haue not beene as yetthroughly enough skilled in the ourward face 
ofthe Church continually from the begining. Marke,I pray thee, what 
hath beene the face of the Church of God in all ages. Hath nor the 
number.of the wicked alwaies exceeded the number of the godly inny.. 
merably > Canes Church was farre more gorgeous, and of-much prea= 
ter number then Serb his Church was, The fathers wandred about from 
place 
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place to place, withour any certaine ſeat to abide in, and yet they had 
the Church onely intheir tamilies. The other multitude that was ſpred 
euery where-abroad vpon the beſt places of the earth, was the moft. 
wicked. Atthe generall Floud wherein all mankinde was drowned, on- 
ly Noah and bis Wife, with his-thres ſonnes and their wiues, was the 
Church, Paſleforth in order through all ages vnco theſe dayes, and you 
ſhall ſce that the Church of God was but a ſmall company, and an ab. 
ieR ſort of people in reſpeR of the multitude of worldlings. Therefore 
the Prophets did many times preach againſt that ſlander, concerning 
the multitude :. as Eſay 1. If the Lord of hoſts had uot left wi ſeede, wee had 
beene hike Sedome, and made like Gomorrah, Alſo Sopho. 3. I will leaue in 
the muddeſi of thee a poore people and a needy , and they [hall truſt in the Name 
ofthe Lord, Alſo lob. 1. He was inthe world, and the world was made by 
bim,and the world knew@im not. Alſo, He came vnto his owne, and his owne 
receined bim not. Item, Luke 12, Be not afr aid, little flocks. Suffer nor thy 
ſelfe therefore to be ſo cumbred with their vaine title, onely behold the 
Churchthar was in Chriſts time. Were not the high Prieſts and Scribes 
of Ieruſalem and their order, in the higheſt eftate ofthe Church? Were 
they not in opinjon of learning, in wealth, and in multitude, farre aboue 
the filly wandring Chriſt and the Fiſhers, and the other inferiour people 
that followed Chriſt ? And yer theſe moſt contemned bily ſoules were 
the Church which God delighted in, and in whom he beganne his erer- 
nall Kingdome by his Sonne. And even now the caſe ſtandeth after 
Panl:s ſaying : Not many wiſe after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many no- 
. ble: but God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world, to confound the wiſe, 
and tbe weake things of the world hath God choſen to confound the ſtrong ; and. 
the weake things of the world and of no reputation hath God choſen and things 
_ Bhat bemot, to deſtroy the things that be, that nofleſs ſhould glory in bis ſight; 
.2:Cor.x. And Chriſt ſaith, The poore receine the Goſpell; happy ts be that 
3s.not offended in me, /at.11. Andtherefore Simeon Propbeficd, that this 
babe, whoſepreſegce made him ſo glad, was pur for a figne, tobe gain= 
ſaid. And the cauſe why the greateſt and moſtregarded part of mankind. 
are caſt away from God,js becauſe they beleeue nor, that is, they receiue- 
not by faith the mercy thar js offred them in Chriſt : and rhe Scripture re- 
porterh, that the Divellisthe Prince of this world, and worketh effeQu-: 
- ally in the people of vnbeliefe, As for any other ſecreter cavſethan this, 
It is Boblawfull- for vs:to ſearch.” Finally; the conſent of holy Scriptures, 
andthe gffent of all godly men beare plentifull record, that-our Do» 

| rine is nonew learning, 
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Neither ovght we to iudge which is the Church, principally by the 

manners of men, but by the DoArine profeſſed, 1 deny not, but there 
are among vs meny vices, which deforme the beauty of the Church, bue 
yer there zre more enormious and hajinous faules committed by the rab- 
ble of the-Papiſts, theo by the Goſpellers+ as (T'will onely reckon'vp a 
few things of the ſecond Table) the deſpifing of Father and Mother, 
Buggery, Rape, and vnſatiable Couerouſnefſe, Fragds, Lyes, Riot, Hau- 
rinefſe,Croelty, Thirſting after innocent bloud, moſt vniuft murthers,and 
innumerable other, 

Neither is long continuance a fure argument of the truth, eſpecially 
whenir is falfly alleadged. Caives Church is ancient enough ac this day, 
and yer for all thar, itis a wicked anda curſed Church. And it is to no 

repoſe for a man to thinke it good for him to refraine bis conſent, cill 
all difſentions be taken our of the wiy in ſome oe ell ro come;,and till 
all confeſſe the truth together. For firſt the Scripture ſaith :' 7 will pict ew« 
muty betweene the Serpenit and the ſeede of the woman, Gen, 3. This enmicy 
ſhall have no end, as long as the Sonne- of God liveth and' the Dinell. 
And the Apoſlle ſaith, There muſt needes be herefres,x Cor. 1. Chriſt faith, 
That the ſpwit of lying [hall raigne in the latter dayer ſo mightily that the very 
Ele}, if v8 were poſſible, ſhould be brought into error, Mat. 24, 

Befidesthis,there will never be hope of a Councel after ſuch a ſort,that 
the Pope ſhal cleane caſt away the corruption of mens traditions,andre- 
ccive the pure truth, and after that perſwade-all the world to embrace 
the ſame, For the Pope cannot chule but belike ;himſelfe, tha is to ſay, 
Amtichriſt. Be net deceived, For hee ſhall never bee content tolet his 
Maieſty, power, and tyranny be brought in danger : which ſhould ſure. 
Iy follow, in caſe heſhould bold with the truth. For the trurh would 
abate and deftroy the kingdome of Antichrift, which the Pope vſeth ar 
this day. Thirdly, thy life ſhall not laftſo long, For, how many think= 
eſt thou haue already taken their leave of this world, before any ſuch 
"Councell as thou wiſheſt for be kept > Doeſtthog dreame, thac their 
ſoulesflye vpand downe till 'amoeng folkes, and tarry for the determi. 
nation of fuch a'Councell ? Indeed they were in a ſhrewd evill cafe, if 
they wcre- not at a point, and derermined in-their hearts what Do. 
Arine they would dye in, For it is out of all peraduenture,rbey that beleee 
wed wot in Chrift, hallnot haue enerlafting hfe, Tob. 3. Hereby except Tbee 
deceiued, it is plaine enough,” that Neuters are made ftarke'mad with 
meere opinions, nay, that they are: combred and wonderfully enchral. 
led in the Diuells illuſions, thatthey ſhould nor yeeld to the trach, and 
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Neutet and Tackeof both fides;: 
come vnto wholſomerepenrance., For thisis the ead of Neutraltie, that 
2 man liue.carelefſe, wichqut the feare of God, and, not acknowledge 
his:finnes, without faith andcomfortof conſcience, withoutprayer, and 
without i of I rtuth.. For rs CS ther In og him 
of, or pray for;ov confeſſe,abat is not fully ata point yer, which. part is 
tho Churc \ vorhich-part-ſetper fouh the. Word of God rightly, 
Neurers indeed, are men without God, and moſt grofſe Epicures. For in 
the Word of God, which the Church hath and followetb, God is anely * 
acknowledged and ſcrued.- For-in as much. as they. couple oehtens 
ſclues to chat congregation, and hatch vp :doubrfull opinions, it is not 
poſſible for them eitherto haue/ot-lettle Gol] [Ad ler nor thoſe wiſe 
diſcreet ſober men thinke, that if they dye in that errour, they ſhall have 
any excuſe before God, For zhe Iudgements of God are. certainly ſer- 
led: he that belecuerh vor, is already judged. And he that will notcon- 
fee me before men, him will pot I contelle before my, facher Wh 
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both Gides rachgn, They aroalmoki cleave Foncrary to. thele gther before, 


the Papiſis«) Fox thexe-are new rayes deviſed and erimmed vp euery, day 


more and more, | ; Jerk AR 
 .BurL have beeps ſamexwbnc 99dong,jn the fir}. part, ;For many,of 
theſe maxeers-may he. referred alſo, voto thus ſecond pant... -..... 
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THE SECOND PART. OF 
ins ; this B.O.OKE, a oy ; 


Mc» "I == OV Till not SR the Reader with long 
\Þ-F- + Ep oe Þ there is arjother-queſtion, whether @ 
FR" man tay1 m_ play Tackeof bathfidesy /afterifuch 
| Dn ks ray ſomewhar rake the Papifts party; fo/ ab! . 
* hee may ſeerme'rbeeth@/heerer vito them; and 'ro 
Y” beareabetrer heaft to'thtmi; then to the'orher, and byl 
dike oats pleaſerhety :"attyer forall that;/inctine ſro the Goſpel= 
lets, as he ſerme'n igpiber go gbte norparted away from rhem,'and 
by od ner: we: Ireane, eo haveoitupaoee Neceienbe Ml 
be efteemed didn the Goſpelictsoo Apoſtars, atid on theother. 
fide. no wilfull perſon horrebe!l * ant all tothis oneend;/ro/get' fruour 
a thoſe mens hands which hadechiefeythority4in things, op df them 
thiat may doe a CORE WIE felues 660 oure tn) ſure 


lafe ay a. 7. bnemmaom 
""Yarothis Noviraleie, wrt prey Joy of both files, thiredordo faialt 
occaſion miniftred byrhsfe har and waycr ts Slchin then froes 


DoQrine of the Goſpell, which.are ſcarcethe bredrh of my naile from 
Apoftafie, They take pairie3 ( nee) vOk Xoframe.goodly gay con- 
cords of Religions many wayes, and ode people from the firaple 
plainc confeſſing of rhe truch for Ffeare of perſecurion, and for world'y 
commodities ſake, Bur eſpecially there are. a certaine fort of pragma« 
tike. men, and bufie medlers, that take vpon them the overſight and 

ag of many matters, which forgetting cheir owne vocations, 
ſer one foot in-the Court, and the other in the Church, and accor- 
ding to.their worldly mother wit they will zemper, writhe, and cuen li- 
mitthe Law of God as ig liketh themſelues, and as they hinke ir fic for 
the world, citherto augment, or at leaſtro: keepe ſafe their _—_ 
ubſtance, 


_Neuter and Iackeof both fides; 
ſubance. .Avdthis is counted afingular and aneceiſary- wiſdome to .9- 
void the greatefi dammage'8& ſhame'that mightbetall,” For the prerence 
and-outward appearance at a bluſh, is wondrous goodly and pleaſing, ag 

I ſhall-declare afterward. T tie anſwer is briefe, plaine, and. eafie:. I;,is 
not lawtull for a:man'to ply lack of, both, fides after that faſhion. .For 
if the contention wgre abourany matter of imall-imporcance, thar is, to 
fay; about apparell chat were not altogether ſcandalous, or. any Cere- 
mony alone-that-were not onely blaſphemous, then agreement might 
be eafily had , euery body perceiuerh it well enough:-and it, mage no 
great matcer though a man applyed himſelfe ro bath parts for atime,'For 

the conſcience could catchno harme-thereby. -But theprincipall marrer 
of this. controverſie is inthe Articles of the Faith,and in the chiefe points 
rouching the ſervice of God, wherein the gonſcience mult needes bee ac 
2 ſur- ſtay, and no wavering may in-any wiſe be admitted inthis behalfe, 
And the cauſe why, is, that God, by his ancly Sonne, hatr openly pro. 
c/aimed his plaine ſemencetrom-Heauen, andehe ſamehee will haue to 
Rand in-tull Rrength and vertue without altering for euermore, and 
fraitly chargeth all people to: give. auidence- 8nd credence no. that 
Ward, 8ndto none other; and-to-hurle away and condemne all that dif- 
agrecth from. it. - For thous. doch God beginne hiscen Commandements, 

T how ſhalt bawe none other gods. And be nameth himſeltea firong icalous, 
God,tor he requirethvs to hold vs wholly to bim, and. chreatneth dread». 
ful paines agaioft them chat negleQhim whichis the erue God indeed, 8&. 
betake thewlclues/vnto other gods, orreceiue any. other word. that, is 
contrary to: this one oncly. Word, The Facher of Heauen-himſelfe, in 
tharwonderfull Proclamation that' was made inthe Mount, faith; with 
plaine-wordy, T hu i' my Soune'in whom { d:light, beare bim., Andithis 
ſaying-perrameth vnro all-menot all ages. For/1t bindech all people by 

-expreſſe words vnto the DaQtine of this one onely Arch-ſhepherd:: and 
chargeth tharno audience bee giuen toorher thar teach, contrary; and 
therewuhalkhedamaoeth-all chemchar vſe familiar daliance withthe ene- 
miesefthe Goſpel. 'Forſo-cley become:d1ſobedicnr; vo this Procla- 
mation It was not inche-liberty of the ApoRiles, or other that, ſoughe 
therruc knowledge of God and. the ;ſaluation/of their, owne ſoules, to 

'beare fire.inthe one hand:and water inthe other (25: they ſay) nor to dal- 

laorich/Parjfies, the:enemies of the! heauenly., DoReine, but they mult 
need ;fallaw Chriftalone;and none buthim, And therefore hee callech 
his Apoltles with this kinde-of ſpeech, Fol/ow me. Alſo-when; bee ſercech 
ſort the forme of the-whole Religion of ChiiR, hee ſaichina few ſhore 

H-2 | 'words, 


- 
- ' ” 
Nenterand lacke 
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words : If avy will follow me, let him take vp his croſſe and folowime, Mar.$, 
Item, 1f yow abide in wy Word, yo ſoall be my. Diſciples mdred; ard- yee ſhall 
know the truth, andrbe truth ſhall make you free, lob. 8. lem, If any man 
Houe'me, be will k:ipe my Word, aud my Father ſhall loue him, and. we (ball 
tome onto him, ard wake @ dwclling-plare with bim, © Hee that loneth not 
mee, keepeth not' my ſayings, Toh; 14; Irem, Johx Baptiſt did with his 
mouth, with his finger; and withall his aQions ſhew onely Chrift, and 
none but him, laying,” Beho/d the Eenbe of GOD, that takerb away 
the fines of rhe World, fobn 1, lIeem, If. any preach anether Goſpell, cur- 
fed bee bet,” Galatians 1. And the fayings ot the Prophers-agree to the 
fame, as, Demr.*28, Thew-fhatt not decline from. the Commandements of 
G+d, tieither on the right band; nor on the left. "But { bane ſpoken of thas 


Hereby now itevidently-appearerh, that we are-all bound to one pare 
alone, that i8, ro that part wherein the Word: of |Chrift is-purely. prea» 
ched,the 9. ws yy miniſtred andthe true ſeruice of Godhigh- 
lyaduanced.”” har 5044 zÞ 4 FT 

Secondarily, there be two ſpeciall-contraditions,two deadly foes,and 
vnreconcilable: Beal or the Divell,,and Chriſt : light-and darkenefic: 
the cre Church and thefalte-: the tyranny of Ancichrift, and the-King=« 
dome of the Sonne of God, For icwastold-before-hand-in. very-Para- 
diſe, that there ſhould be enmity berweene the Sexpenc and the Seede of 
the worm. And fobn ſaith, T he Sonne of God hatbappeared-to deftroy the 
workes the Dinel, 1\Tob. 3. And this is nfanifeft alſo; that Antichrit doth 
all char hee'can againſt Chriſt, with all the veines hee hath in his body. | 
For all that kingdomeis the ſeat and power ofthe Devill-himſcife, moſt 
direAly againfithe Kingdome of Chniſt,-as (ic is by the goodnefſe of 
God more clearearrhis 'prefent; xhats the Sunne light at noone dayes. 
The Pope doth moſt apparently blur, yea, ratlier defile and ſcrape: away 
the honourand glory-of-Chrift,in thar-lie braggeth(like the Deuill) that 
mar is able to accompliſh the obedience: of the Law,. What good: did 
Chriſt then? He dyed in vaine (faith Panl)ifrighteonſneſſe come by the deeds 
of the Law;Gal.2. Andin thathenttribucerhoor luftification whole and 
abſolucely pe: fe vnto Chriſt, but:the beginting of IuRtification onely. 
For his doQtine is, 'rhar-man isfirtaccepred freely by che oncly merit 
of Chriſt; And then that he hath qualities powred imo; him,» which af= 
terward increaſe and-/be augmenred, and-cntarged after ſach-fort, tbat 
they fulfilt the begunae luftification, and' bring it voto perfection/ By 
this meancs there is no ſmall glory nippedaway from the Sonne of _ 
Allo 


Newter and Iackeof both ſides. 
Alſo,” hee biddeth menigoeto Saints now living with God; and cry to 
themto betheirimercefſours'and helpers, contrary to this 'commande= 
ment and promiſe ; Whar ſoewer ye ſhall ache the Father tn my name, hee ſhall 
giueit you Joh.n6, 

Againe, inthis behalfe, Chrifthathnorable' inivrie, in thathee is nor 
taken nor called vponalone, for the onely Biſhop, Mediator, and Inter- 
ceffour, The Sacraments that Chrift inftirured are moſt cruelly mangled 
and: rorne , and altogether transformed into another vſe, Belidesrhis, 
there be other Sacraments deuifed without the word of God, which are 
exalted ſo high,that theyareeirher made check-matewith Chrifis Sacra«. 
ments, ot elſe ſer aboue them, | 

Asforexample, The lay people are contrary to the moſt manifeſt in- 
Rituricn of Chriſt, ſerbidaen the vie of the Sacrament of Chiifts blood: 
and they be proclaimed Hereticks all the world over, that thinke or doe 
to the contrary., So VoRion, or Annoinrting is counted for one of the 
Sacraments, and hath monſtrous vertves fained to be annexed vnts it, to 
the vrter reproach of the reſt of the Sacraments, | ; 

Chriſt isalſo pulled downe out of the throne of his Maiefly, ſeeing the 
Pope maketh himſclfe the foundationand head of the Church, and tak« 
eth vpon him a-wondertulÞfree power in changing of doQrines and pur= 
tinginnew, inforging of new articles of faith, and heaping of«eraditi« 
ons; andalliothiyonelyend;:that rhe Kingdome of: Chritt might-pe- 
1{h, andthe Kingdome of Antichriſt be confirmed-and enlarged. will 
in this place make no rehearfall, with-what craft, with what fludioustra- 
uaile; and with-what incredible power, Anrichtiſt afſaulteth_the ſonne 
of God, left any man ſhould bee offended with ouer-long declarati- 
en/thereof, © | | 1159091 


A 
[Furthermore, thou canſt never looke to makepeace berweene theſe 


enemies by any poſſible meanes. Then whereto ſeckeft thou fo narrow 
ſhifes to agree them, either chroughly, or in part, rhat is, either indotrine 
and cereniomies altogether, or in ceremonies alone? -Chrift ſaith, Ns 
wan tari{erue rwo Aaſters at once, the one-he ſhall lone, andsbe other heſhall 


$3 


hate, Mat:6, And iris manifeſt; tharthe Pope is Antichrifty forhe hath The Pope: 
theſe notable markesto be knowne by the corrupreth the ſound doftine is = 
of God mo(iſhameſully; he defilerh- the Sacraments moſt horribly, his chriſt 


Ceremonies forzhemoſ part are blaſphemous and ſaperſtitious, he cau-. 


ſeth wedlocketo be defiled/derefiably, he perſecureth innocent menzrhar - 


cleaue vnto Gods truth, moſt mercilefly. 
Contrariwiſe, this is not ynknowne now alfo through the —_— 


H 3 ot. 


of God, that we Goſpeilers haue the- ſound and yacorrupe doQrine, the 


and wholeſome vle of the Sacraments,:andceremonies according 
ro the rule ſerving vnto order, comelineſſe, and edification, as our ene» 
mies themſ-lues haue very oftentimes confeſſed, and-are confirained 


; (rhoughir beagainſt theirwils).to/ confeſſe yer ill,} Ic is nor pofſible 


Why the 
bois B+ is 
callcd the 
anafe ot 
.Chr:(t- 


therefore to make any concord, exceptioneipartgiue ouer theiropmion, 
and humbly'agree to therruerIludgement, which the ocher part is of, For 
every one ovghtroembracethetruch, and co hate:and derett li-s verer« 
ly, -An ches 96 cannot in remporall matters fauour borh lies and the 


- truthar once : How mach leſſemay he doe (iemthis cauſe ,-whereia the 


lory of Gad and the ſaluacion of our ſoules 1s in hazard, Ear, when the 
people of /ſrael were in doubt, what religion ic were beſt for them to 
take vato, Zaals religion, or that which Ebas ſer fo;th by the comman= 
dement of God, ſaid vato them with a fingular ftomacke ; How /ong bate 


; you on beth ſider? Tf the Lord be Gad, follow bum; Anundif Baal be,then fol. 
low hum Hicare alſo what Pao ſpeaketh concerning this preſent cauſe, 
and agrecably with the Prophers owne words, 2'Cor.6, Lrade nor (taunh 


he) the yoke with the wnfaithfull; For what part bath right with vuright ? Or 
what fellow/hip bath light with darkneſſef What agreement i betweene Chriſt 


and. Belral? What part bath the fathfullwnth the unf cc bfu'i « Or what bath 
-the Temple of God to doe with Imager? Foryouare the temple of the {ming 


God, 23 God faith: / dwelkwith them, end walks among them. ard.{ will be 
their God and they ſhall be my people; Therefore get you ont and depart from 
among them, ſaith the:Lord. Touch no wnclcane thing. and 1 thall receine you, 
and { will be your father, and you ſhall be my ſonnes and dangbrerg, ſauth the 


Lord Ommnipotent 


Here open thine eares. Thou hearet nofaQion; fellow, vorany new 


- vptarr,or ſedirious teacher preach this doQtrine,burthe choſen veſſell of 
God,tie Apoſtle of Chrifi (peakerh it. He with moit manitett plain words 


chargetÞ vs,that we keepe no. company. wichthe enemies of the Goſpell, 
He ſaith alfo, that it is nor-poſhible for any creature, howwitrie or how 
crafne ſocuer he be, co dem: agreement berweene truth andfaſhood, 
Chriſt and Antichriſt, righe and-vnright. Thirdly, hee-ſhe werch a moſt 
weighty rcaſon why; Yew arc the Templerof Godt Evgo, Vee cannor bee 
the temples of the Divelialio: asthole doe nowadaies, which goe abone 
to-gratife bothrhe Goſpeliers, and the Papiſts, Fourthly, hee exprefiech 
the rewards, which oughtto follaw the acknowledging of the rrue-God 
and his word, that is giuen vs from. heaven; thatis, that God himſelte 
will dwell in this compaty,” and giuethem goods beth inthis world and 

in 


| 


Neuter and Tackeof both fides. 


in the world ro come for ever. Furthermore, thinketthov it is without 


aduifed cauſe, that the Church is called the Wife of Chriſt-alone? And's' 


wife cannothold herro rwo husbands, or moe; and if ſhe doe, ſhe brex- 
kech her fidelitte, and iuftly 1ncurrech the puniſhment thereof, But wee 
arcall the eſpouſed wife of Chriſt, which are of the fame Church, that is 
to ſay; which haneacknowledged the word'of tiuth and confeſſe it: erps, 
it is not lawtull for ys to.couple our ſelues vnto moe husbands, than this 
one; Confider alſo Fprayyou, Are not the Turkes and we enemies, one 
ag2infiithe ocher ? Then if any man would beare favour both to the 
Jurkesand toourfide after a like fort, and Routly aide both parrs,ſhould 
wenot ſay, thathe not onelywent abowt a 'marref nor poſſible, 'but alſo 
rightly accuſe himfor a craitor, and iudge him moſt worthy to'be puniſh- 
ed, as Meru Sufferime was * What an honeftand gainfull matter rhen 
thinke youit were; eo ſejue borh/God and the Diue)l? To be indifference 
tothe truth and falſhood ? and'to fauour the Papiſts 2nd Goſpellers all 
alike ? O what grieuovs paines ſhall ſuch craitors of Gods truth ſuffer 
one day, novthe puniſhmenrof Aer, burthe paines of /adas Tſtariot ? 
Would ro God they couldrepent;and pray for pardon arlengrh.Bur per- 


adventure this ſolamentable a 1ghtneſfſt of minde, is a puniſhment due - 


for contemning the Goſpell, and no ſmall tokenthart theend of the world 


is commingaoecre-ac hand; For ſb Propheſicd the fonne of God himſeilfe + | 


Whenthe ſenne of wan commeth, thinks you, that hee (ball finde faith upon 
earth, Luk. 18! * | | | 


; Thirdly, Chrift faith; Let your communication He yea, yea, and nay nay: 


For what © move then thr, commeth of exill. In which faying,hee doth not 


onely:torbid volawfull oatbes; bur 'alfo variableneſſe: and vnconftancie, | 


both mour ſayings and doings. 
\ | Thar we ſhould nor play-whip Ta ke 2nd turne thee, when; wee are 2+ 
mong Papilts, or enermies of the tfuth flztrering them, andallowing ma- 


ny oftheirtrinkers, which neuerchelefſe doe very ſore blemiſlythetrath. 


Codreriwitey when we haveto'doe with the Gofpe!lers, to'hold with 
tliemlfo; ondſochimgenshetinreTferverh live Cametions, 
Bur that we ſhould agree tothe truth, ſay plainly nd'conflancly,whar 


we thinke, and notro'gally with double-fated and captiousreaſons, Ttis | 


an old faying, Troth feakerh plainly. The Hiſtories praiſe the-deedes of 


#t. Poipilitie and ſothey may well. He, when he was ſent Ambaſſador pomyilive 


ts Afavrthte with certaine orhers, to commund' Anticebus inthe Ro» 
winsnamezth breske vp/the Fege fromthe City; found 'Smriocbus by 
thancefanding 'vpon the ſhore, And when hee had declared _—_— 
\.-wi_h X " 


55 


ſuch ears: 2s hthad in commandemeti,, Anrivebre- ſhaped himan an 
{wer like a ſhipmans hoſe; and referred allto his friewds:counſaile. Then: 


Powpileu beimg-grieued at-hjs coptious and ambiguous 'anſwer, becauſe 
he thought ſome craftie pravke-would be plaied ar his rerurne, -ſodtinty 
wade a circle with his taffe round abaut Anrietbrerinthe ſand; where he 
food, and faid; It is the Stnarte and-People of Romerpleatuce, rharrhou 
tell me plainly whar thou wilgdoe,betforechowgoe au of this circle. The 
man was afraid at theſe-worts, and{aid,*hee would-depart our:ot hand. 
Then if an heathen manchonght ſcorne-ar a doubtful and -fraudultnc an- 
fwer, and made thar-ſleighty fir Antiocbus perforcetotell wharikapih his 
heart: how much more ought wein'a-cauſe of much weightier impors 
rance to hate and deteſt them, thatof fer purpoſe irame+their words and 
anſwers ſo-doubrfully , ſo as they mayberaken whicher way a man will? 
Would ro God there were ſome Pompitize, that would:compell theſe 
Antiochaſſes to fay as they thinke, and then furelythere wouldbethe lefle 
* danger, . + Fi | ; 
ourthly, God requireth ſound doArine, andthe true ſerving of God, 
as he himſelfe hath ſer them our ynro-mankinde, co be plainly confefled 
of all without difference, both of man and woman, of whart eftare ſocucr 
they be, and dothearnefily reprehend them thatare filene or deny them; 
25 he ſaith in the third Commandementy Thos ſhalt not. take the:name of 
the Lord thy Godin vaine.. For he commandeth among other things, that 
Gods truth be preached and confeſſed, and forbiddeth eucry one to be» 
wray or ſet our Gods religion ro hire vnto the aduerfaries; 'Imeane, ſo 
85 hee grant cither too much vato them, or winke at matters of-moſt 
weightic importance,that he copfureth nor blaſphemies; or behave him>» 
ſelfe after ſuch ſort, as the aduerſaries can none otherwiſe iudge,but that 
their corruptproccedingend 'ſuperttitious God-ſervice are allowed by 
him for'the'moſi part. Yea, Chriftgoeth roundly co worke in requis« 
ring the truth to be confeſſed, where he faith, Adar.t0. Every one that ſhall 
confeſſe me before men, bi ſhall I alſs confeſſe before my father which is in ha» 
new. And he that frail denie we before men, buys will. 1 alſo denie before may fas 
ther which ir in beawen. ed ebote & fab 2 +: of AV app 31cm 
Thinkeſt chowie may be called a confefſing,when thou communicateſt 
with the enemies of che Goſpelt; when thy drift is ro-make counterfeie 
concordances, and whenthou wile doe.in ſome things. as aheydot ,: a 
tesſt nm ourwatd appearance, andall for feare leſt rhou-be-combred with 
hornetrs, and that -chou maieR live ar thine owne caſe? For:after thac 
«he tuth is plainly and: ſimply confeſſed, there followerh by and-by the 
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Iota; hatred of teoderar i "8 | 
and So0ds; -O wrdrehedand ferblekindeof conteſGng, Nat: 6! gates 
we hearc men many times cracke-and pray on gi wiſe, viſt gn Noe; 
ſhrinke/ any haite breadrhifrom;the ruth har arena 
wewilFfand zefaftayiwals of brafle: warren an 
learned theſe threeorfourcycetes Ka 7 ror — TN | 
hadexzperience of itt'we will not beafraid blarbrecitinge ham as. ” 
no puniſhment norcruclthandling make vsafraid..; [3iv- 14500 v 

Alas wagging reed; how ſhouldeſt-rhou. Rand; how: ſbouldeft thay : 
confeſſe the Gofſpell;/whenrhouidoelt not onely (hrinke.in «He od. roy | 
alſo falleſtfatrothe ground beforeany Rorme of rrouble:aciſe and blgw; || 
vpoh thee? For thou goeſt buklyabour to doe as Antichrit doth, even, / 
in trifling marters; before ir be required by name ag-chyhands, and all is. 
good <naugh,ſorhoumay fill rhypaunch,lye.in a ſokubed, apdflgepe in: 
« whole kit; What wouldeftthou ma ne RAP; 1-4-1 
ready ar thy batktro ike off thyhead, extceptaboiiwouldeRreceiueall;- 
Kirthchrifts religion? TIadeed chischy ſhrinking, and thy celencing and go- 
ing atrhe firtdaſhto rhe Papiſispare, porporcplaiolyes (thay 
[neo or -Buryer 1 er or ner 20 marke. che fearefyll chrgaee- 
ning thavigexpretiy-added;; 1 ;choucdrgarve how in; | kr; 
ritie, whieW thouarroppreſſed and blitided withallyzbar thouſhale ſcape 
yipurifhed for ever; Albeiccthopuniſhmericſcetpetd be a great while de- 
ferredinchis world; yerChiiftchcemmech, chatbee wilkhe reuenged on: 
themrhac Jenie him cirher manifeRtly never een bet 116 40» 


ox ores Gre ee. UL. 210 
deeds ſha »proue them erues.Tikewde,. 
\ confeſſiow'of ce Gaſol, wi 


a pp deyas 7 oof i GB UN ERS 2. 
as Nan@it Gude veto@-wherher-parriSman.muſt home.ths, morg fan. * 
tgkit and what rehigion - — melee 


ab loceftvine pope Go anneal 1ovſeits And. 
od che other Feghou holdef wit he forme htc Golpelanniegt- 


fl o : - 
ddr til iemecde loaned, la-, 
lghtof ns 6/50 9 0 in thy _— 


Pals erm us Sym rers 


Ko aiqmſls 
a 
= Cakdbadge as ranching 


ng;and pertaineibco alþſor 
power 


- leg? Rf OECD aman 
| windeed incheioftend ſnow, and yas almaſt dead with 


Y 
, 
MEI Y IPL) 4a 
+ 


cold. 


EI 
cold. SotheHermice e, bringeth the manhome 
ro his hermitspe,;rorefreſh Hi Pope =eng \Fhire, rhe <old:fellow- 
pare nach om now andthen ; and-when: .che-Hermite faw it, hee 
As why he blew on his hands : 1'blowwatme; breath» 
hands(quoth he) ro warme me wichall,” Well, theHermiremaketh bim 
fir downe at therable with him, and hormerrwasſer on theboord...Fhe 
gueſt before he pura tricrfelt inhismouth, alwates blew ons -The Hers 
ite queſtionerh with hich'apaine ſomewhar moroplaioly, why he blew 
on his meat : I blow colder breath'(quoch he)ro coole-mymear; forit- 
istoo hot. Then the Hermire being ſodainly.wrarh, ſaid, be:could abide 
ro fuch gueſt in his' company, nor. take him for 'his-friend,-thac:could 
breach bothtiet and'cold out'of: ho I pr aan him 
owt'ot his Houſe, 91108402. 24:34 (197211 03 
Ir isa merfie tole, wherein wictiemen haceGgnified, that ieds notchs 
= of anhoneft ora godly man, to hatch vp ambiguous, hating, or dou-- 
lefacedreaſonsincivill marters, ſpecially aor in Gods cauſes. And men, 
havebin thought worthy'neither ro bee loued nor to liue:inthe' world, 
that could fire rhemſaltes into ſundrie faſhipns, like Prorens,and ſome-: 
bo gee ret Arn 41 as the 
time ferued 
"Fifty; take heed now;Chriftfaich, Zak; 12, Hee that i wet with wee, i 
Sidi And he that Sinberebh nt withinne, featrereth: abroad. In theſe 
words, not6ndythe playi both. /idr3y wich wenowreaſfon of, 
is reproved; buralſs chey are pronouticed for perniciougencmies to the 
whole Church of Chrift, that ſer their minde to halt on bockfidegafrec 
this mantier, eotheimen they would be in'favourborh with che Papiſts, 
the ies of the Goſpel), and withrhe Gaſpellerscogpallalike.. Two 
ings Chtift requireth's Firſt tet af be wich bens : {tharalt ga: 
* ther with bim- Firfh, he oineth thee notlibertie tolinke rhy(elfe wich his 
enemies the Papiſts, burwill hove vs'all- asic were dond-men-ro him a+ 
lone, Arid indeediit is of neceſficie'tha p urha be: —_ ing rohim, 
eolty hokl off Godthe Farker infilin; him beiag 
the orielybegorten ſoniſe, and ſoiſlingnbeociire inurn er cheLaw 
pray 'made the-choſcy childrers of God, to be garniſhed wich 
is rigtteouſneſſe; thathec obtained onthe ero(ſe; by his helpe robe de« 
Hue from the Diuell, Deach,, and Hell, bythim' co be raiſed againe,and 
© heat 1; ar>t0/bs briefs, by hin-co honour and God 
etihy both here and in the world zo come: For withourhiar there is ns 
faluation, not life; — a - * 
2 


hehimſeclfe faith; - Sri heingr, the 
HE er 
pay wr blond of buy | 
pos Ten. ite inheanen, T hole-zherefore thac inchne vie 
dns word of Ghricwith wickedopinions,mans; 
Kndfe and. deuile.fixapge yſcs, vnro them, and 
mbre Medikcoms.andSpuicury,oahen/Churiſtalone wich bis paſ- 
fion-onely.,cand bid folkespray;notondlyinthe.mme of this Chriſt, bur. 
alſocinithe name: of Afy, Peter, or Chriſtopher, and ſer. more by, the 
6bſcruances that ara deuifed:by men , ahan-them which God bimiele, 
hark commanded ofcaibnche. meric; of lufiification va- 
eo them, it is manifef}, that they abide nor with Chriſt, but;are.yo- 
doubnedy:: fallen ' away; nod! become. —_—_— Heare, therefore 
what t Chrift-givetb; Hee 144 wee, ſaith.hee, who i. 
wer -with nee And' that. even.the_very pro e (it. i 1's tp vs 
evidently-enough; For, theſe, halcors: an. both Gles-fo 
headlotg: inte! epicurcan:apinionsy and. {o they: 


for: any mannercofogeligion's and'tben | rom pref 
beld, that: they thinke it no _—_ for them , to dally even: oy 


Chriſt: bimſclfe ar cheir;omoe They perlwade themſclues, that 
Chriſt ſhall nov know;ciar aliei double -faceddovbiings and 
crafcie meanings, whetewirtr aa moxe. for, che 
_—_—_— ng wal al gloiyo Chei,a9d for their 
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ecandweoket COnn_—Y ſo 
n.ther they had,tbeybouelefle deugti- 

$6.45 moreſlack in;feruing of God. 
- Then thexniraned and common! ſors} 'which indeed is the, greateſt 
grove thepeople, ſechertiwhatoccefios ſoeveris.given,to bee. in;fa- 
vour with the ſuperjayrs;they-are gladthough-vobidden ro fall into their 
phoning they ſbrinke warneſly, ac _ ſeethe ſuparipprs ſhiigke, and 
"On neo 7 Thenthey anne amoeſtcooſtant 
indgement dndarcafraid ic then and Churchof God ſhould carch 


any 


 Neuter and Iacke of bot fides... 

y harme, grow ſtrajghe waies into. hatred with-bigh and low. And as 
oY the-beft and moſt fairhſull men, that. are. thought of a gedly zeale 
to refiſt theſe craftie prankes neuer folitcle, there are ſuch craftie ſhifes: 
found, that they bee put beſides theirmimnifteries and deprived of their. 
Livings. | | | 

"3+ hea the enemies, vnto: whom they: apply themſelues, are. 
confirmed in heir errors, ſuperſiitions and blaſphemies,..and by rhac. 
meanes many are hindred.among ther, that they cannot acknowledge. 
+ theirerrour, and turne vnto repentance. Every. one chinkerh- ſtraight 
waygthat the quailing of the Goſpellersis a notable argument; that theirs 
is a falſe and a torged doctrine, which is now come almoſt.to an, ouer- 
throw.. Contzariwiſe, chat the Papiſts. doQrine is a moſt true doQrine, 
whereunto they that have bitherto renounced it, ſhall come to it by lit+ 
tleand little againe.. Theyare incouraged alſo thereby, not ro diftiuit 
their attempts, but to hope, that they ſhall hereafier by fraud and ..yio- 

lence a great deale moreeafily bring to pafic that which. they could nog 
compaſle before, being lented along ſeaſon, and atraid by reaſon of the 
light of the truth, and conſtant Randing to.1r,.. | 

What? Is nor thisto beare an enuious heart againſt Chriſt, andtoin« 
uede and impeach his Kingdome with all poſſible policies, through this 
blinde madnefe, 2nd to betray and hire ous, all .the: Religion: of Chriſt 
vntothe enemies? Judas with a goodly and courteous. falutation, eucn 
Good Maſter, and with a kifſe: likewiſe betrayed. Chriſt. And ſo thele 

halrcrs of both fides, they give Chriſta -kifſe, but they will have money 
firſt of the enemies, which are quickly at their backe, and binde Chrift, 
ex couer Chrifts face, and ſmice him. on the cheeke, and bid him xeade, 
who froke him coi wo & 1d ar) | 
., The otherpartof Chrifis ſentence is, Hee that gatbereth nat with me. 
.Intheſe words Chriſt requireth-not onely, that wee be coupledto him 
ſecretly in.our hearrs,.bucalſo with ſuch a fixme manner of knet as labou- 
eh in gachering the;trpe Chuch. together: that. s, that wee confeſſe 
himopenly, whereby others may be broughtalſato.the true knowledge 
of the Sonne of God,and vnto wholſome repentance, Andrhey that doe 
not ſo, burmauter found Dodtine ſecretly, as it were in adeepe darke 
den, and when-they.are;with the Papiſts.cloke. ir-maruellouſly, of them 
faigh Chriſty 7 heyſcatrrnabroad; And indecdiey ſcacter exuelly abroad; 
for ghey miniſter zanier ware givers dipifions, they cauſe-men robe of 
contrary mindes one to anctherst and open, as it were, a Window vnto 
the Papilscorageagaintitheflocke of Chiift the more boldly, the _ 
| | Iz y 


freely, andthe more creelly* as experience delareth' enough, and rob 
, Andyer' for all this, wee be firicken'with fuch a madneſſe, and 
ſo _— giuen ouer vnto'a lewd minde 7 (alas therefore) that no-man 
ſeerh things as hemay cucnfedle with his hands; ' | 
T would haue thee therefore topriot, andifit were poffible, graue this 
faying of Chrift moſt deeply in thy heart, He that i not with tme,ue ag ainſ? 
me : and be that pathereth net with me; ſcattereth abroad, And beſeech chou 
God, to open: thine eyes alittle, und lighten thine vnderſtanding, that 
"thou maiſt scknowledge thy ſelfe that Chrift condemneth hee for his 
*enewy, if thou goe on fill, 26 play lacke of both fides after thisfalhi- 
on. "What can be called z'greatet finne thanthis > | © 
Peraduenture this finne ſleepettnow for a time, bur it will awake at 
length, and wax*:avy. : AndT1 would to God this might be done in this 
world, where mens conſciences'wightreceive comfort 2gaine, that they 
en eprops: ro heafe rhe ſearcfullfentence of 
"the angry Tudge, | Prey 
| Sixet} Weigh themarteritſelfe I beſeech thee. Doeſt thou not tra 
-yell abouc a matter impoſſible? Whar ſhift canneſt thou miketo bee in 


friendſhip with borbfides, and offend neirher part, and yer doe nothing 


'sgainſt thy conſcience ? | | 

Chrift being norbing aequainted 'with chivarcificiall fear, ſaith, > 
man canſerne two Maſters." And Panifairh, If Tweet about to pleaſe mein, 7 
conld not be the ſeruant of Chrift; Gal. 7. Tfebou goe abouritthen; thoh 
ſhalc be faine perforce ro doe very many things contrary to'thy Confefli> 
-on and conſcience, / ; h 

Thoo muſt neededhe formitnes preſetie arrheir popiſhGod-ſcruice,es 
at Maſſe, where thy Chriftis after a new faſhion ſpir vpon; ſcourged, 
arid crocified afreſh, and innamerible blaſphemiecs are fpewed our be. 
fides.” Thouſhafr ofrentimes-ſubſcribe vnro fuch proceedings as they- 
deuiſe againft godly men, contrary'to thy conſcierice. 'Thou ſhalx bee 
conftrained.co helpe forward perſecttion «gairft'r 
vily or apertly, thou canneft nor aucid thy hands 
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Whit ? Shaft chow nobythis ora onely forſdke the poore 
Goſpetlers, as much 2s inthee lyerh, but alſo cruelly opprefſe 2nd- mor. 
thetthem ? Alas goodmin; Bow can'chy-conſtieneebse quier ih chis 
caſe, if thou referre it re God that ſearchethThe ſeerers of the cooſci> 
ence? Faine; prerend, and excuſe what thot'wile,” yerit Tanner bee de. 
myed, bixehou haſthurked away the greateft pare of rue Religion, _ 
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haſt holden outthy forhead toreceiuc the Beafts marke-: which enenech 
tO he mporing; Back of-tby ſelte and of the true Church, Neither ſhale. 
thou delwerthy. conſcience before God, although afrerward thovpro»: 
iſe the Goſpcllers ncuer ſo faire, though-thou be never fo angry with 
dep apiſts, and curſeRt rhean neuer {o; deepely. God feeth this bypocrifie 
of thine, andbaceth.u.. For os Lhaueoftenſaid before, Godrequiceth a. 
plaine, yprighr,andcoptant conteffing of the-cruch. Finally, this play-- 
ipg lacke of both fades cannot continue, nor be kept cloſe long, Necel- 
fy ſhall drive hee 2x length to breake out and:teill, whether part chow 
boidefi withall: andthen thy counterfeiting, then thy ſleighty (hifes,. 
and thine hypocriticallheart ſhall appeare, and noman ſhall chenceforrh. 
give any credence vnto thee, and yer doe thee-noiniury. 
Seuentbly, marke whar evil} ſuccefſe, and what a naughty end fſuch-. 
playing Ilacke of bath des hath, when a man would faine pleaſe:both 
Ks:1 will rehearſe thee anexample or cwo,. wherein- thou. mayſt-be- 
old, as in a glafſe, both the vgly filthineſle of this praQiiſe, and the mott- 
vogracious end of it... One of the.twelue Apoſtles whom Chriſt afſem= 
bled rogether, to the intent that being infirued with his heauenly Do- 
Qrine, and confirmed with myracles, they ſhould be moſt excellent wit=. 
nefſesxhroughoutalithe wide world of Chriſt the Meifias, and of the. 
Do@rine of ſaluation : Imeane [adas; whoſe firaame was /{carier : Hee 
affaid tobe a lacke of both-fides, and:ro bee familiar with both parts,” 
both with Chriſt, and with the Biſhops of Iervfalem. When heewas in 
Chrifis company, he communed: mannerly with him, and with the reſt. 
of his fellowes end, brethren. /And:whenhecame co the chiefe Pciefts,.. 
he ſpake them fairealſo; and grue countellhow Chrift ſhould be taken, | 
ang by-what prexence putts death. The marter for two orthree dayes lay 
hidden and was not knowne, albeit nothing. could bee hidden from 
Clwiſt. Jo cthemeanetime- Zadgr contented himſelfe wonderfully much 
fariovencing ſuch a ſhifr,as hethoughr be might pleaſe bath parts gayly- 
avizhajk:Buc nckewhar came of it; this playing Iacke. of both ſides. 
andleauing to borkpatts;could not long bee kepc couert,: For bee had- 
;piomiiſed che Iewes that hee would ſhew them Cniiſt in- the night, So 
when the appoi came; he was demanded to gac before them, 
and leadthe Garriſon, where:Chrift ſhould bee-ſnarched vpto be guilt» - 
tefy.put to deathy whar neede. many: words > Becauſe.hee- would not - 
becounteda folſe fellow, nor bee put to any.noable reproach of that 
part which he faugured, and: was at that time-che more.adread of, hee - 
was compelled in this cafe openly ro fall-from. chat other part, and com». 
pany. 
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pany htenſelſe wich Qhridts entmios Bur-matke how ſhameleſſe he was + 
Hee tcommerh withthe rout of harneffed men, '28though he bad beene 
Cirifts-affuced friend Rill, andſalutechhim, with Haile, 3ofter, and gi- 
vethhim 4 kiſſc; While this :was's is theenemies'! thronged in by 
heapes,.2nd-laid/hands ated cordyvpon-Chritt BusQhriftfAraighe w ied 
called him Traytor.: Zu i(faich be) Do thin Fortne of man 
with @ keſſe? Shorcly —_ the: the tay follow. 
ing, this cruell deed began by litcle and CHER awoke in the vngracious 
fellowes hearr, and waxed ſo big, rhat he thought God, and all thay 
at Hu made, was angry with him: and ſo he brought the. bloud 
and hanged hunſelfexyich bjg owne hands, and buſi in the wid- 
dſt ſo as all the gurs im his bellygufhedour;* © 

+Tbis tude therefore isan, Image, and aGlaſſe for-all takes: of both 
Fdesrolearne by, what grievous finne they” doe, and what a fearefull 
ludgemem God hath-infioreforchem, except they repent the ſooner, ' 

Yer] will (peake of one excellent Apoſile;\which afſait} roplay-Tack 
of both ſides after burke workdeake fuck parvas Chet wight, which 
promiſedftoucly, tharhe wenkhuge ſuch pare: oy chough it 
fhonld coſthim his life for its / 


«Bur it wasnotlobg before he his pu dedte; For 
whenhe was wad chechanged i my try 1ſ6e whac 
would berheend ofthar Tragedy, and there: sDamoſelliaied 
eo bis charge, that he wasa Diſciple of this 'ſeirious fellow nowrakets'z 

' then\came-fo grear-a fainemeſſe-and:flying from: perſecution” into-his 
minde, tharhe chonghrir averylighcarifliogmacrer,-choughliedenyed 


Chriſt for a time, and ſcemedrodecasthe lewes did; 'while hee wis a 
mong them. : For he-purpeſed doubtlefieco keep Chrift Rill imbisbesrr 
for allrhat. /Foritisnot robe thought;:thac Porey was affailed with fo 
dee pe a wickednefſe, tharhe intended cothrowhiyCinift quite out' of 
bis heart. Buxyerasfipurafellow/as-be was; :with all his yoſerſonabiec 
watinefſc and ig heihad ſuch fople,thar-be had Lntufitot. 
lowed the Reps of ular, if God hed-nothodden'him vp. ' ' 5 $1112 Her 
For Chriftremembredhiavof his favide with a wake, which madehinn 
ſoafraid,charhe'we , and forthwitir he wirhdrew himſelfe our 
of the doores. He excuſed not himſelie; neither was the. torment: of his 
conſcience eaſed for-all that; heerwas: compelied-byrcircumftances,>1 
meane, for feare of bodilyharme, 0 fo onothing ten bis mouth, .antl 
thinkecleane comraryin his heart: but- he was as: guilty as Jude was, 
and ſhould have beene damned as well as he,if he had not riſen-yp againe 


by 


Newter\and Jacke of both fides.. 
by repentance and tajehiin-Chriſt. Goe to now,and ſay for thy ſelfe, that 
thou arc n ycerain circumfſtancestoſay onething withthy month; 
and thinke' another with-thy heart. Pilare alſo had-aminde co- play 
lack of bothfides, when) he confcfiedſo often, that Chriſt was-puilcleſſe, 
and at lengh, in the fight of all che Tewes, and before Chrifts face, wa- 
ſhed his bands, andyer for all chat; he.deliucred Chriſt to benailed on 
the Croffe.. 4 | 
{- He rhought him blameleſſe both towards Chriſt, and towards the 
Jewes, for he would faine haue contented both parts, bur-yer the water 
he waſhed wich could not purge the vnrighteous ludge from this finne, 
Forhe himſolfe alſo was made afterward ro ſuffer, and-whart he did, and 
whar paines he threw himſelfe (wretched man) headlong into, ic will 
appcare more largely at the day of Iudgement. 

Well,ſer an example before thine eyes that chanced- very lately. There 
was in"/ral/y*one Frenciſcus Spiera, a right famous wiſe man in world= 
ly affaires. Hee increaſed ſo well in the fincere DoAcine of the: Gol. 
pell, that he fer ic forth vnro others alſo very frankly and; boldly. $0 
when he 'was becrayed by his backe friends, and calledcoa reckoning, 
for feare of lofie of body and goods, he promiſed to recant, and. did ſo 
indcede. For his hope was, that albeit he was compelled ro recant-with 
his mouth, yet he would keepe Chrift, whom he had profeſſed, - ill in 
his heart, and farisfie his friends ſecretly afterward. Burt he was ftricken 
forthwith' bythe judgement of God, and fell (moſt wretched man) into 
ſo deepe deſperation, and feeling of the wrath of God, and erernalldam- 
nation, that from that time forth there could-no comfortable ſayings 
picked ont of the Fountaines of holy Scripture cafe him one iot,and ſo at 
laſt being onercome with thoſe continuall corments of conſcience, hee 
dyed. Surely, it is not withour great cauſethat this horrible example 
falleth ont in theſe dayes, Doubtlefle, our mercifull good God would 

faine call vs backe from this finne, left we ſhould {as God forbid): pro- 
vok: the like iudgemenr to fall ypon our owne heads. But pcraduen» 
ture theſe be” the deftinied raging furorsof the world beforecthe laſt day, 
which commeth ſhortly achand ;z and that makech the devill ro be the 
more angry at Chriſt his treader downe, and prouoketh men the more 
fiercely ro commit all kindes of finne innumerable one inthe neck-of 
another, R 
Therefore let vs pray to God from the bottome of our hearts, that. it 
would pleaſe him to bridle the Deuils outrage, to defend ys from ſo hai= 
nous finnes, and to gram vs ſpeedy repentance, Amen. 


Eightly, Chriſt ſeemcth co define this fine wich ſore words, Afar, or 
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All finne w:d blaſphemy ſhall be forginenonty men ;\ but the blaſphemy of the 
Spirit (ball not be farginen. «And whoſoener fheaketh 4 wordigainſt the Sonne 
of man, it ſpall be forginen him. But be that ſpeaketh a word agar}, the holy 
Ghoſt, it ſhall not be for ginen him; neither 1 this world, nor in theworlgto 
come. This lefſon he kniteth by and by. vnto the ſaying that I alledged 
before: Hethat i not with me, 14 agairift we,and be that gathereth not with 
me, ſcattereth abroad. To betray the Word vnto the Papifts again a; 
mans conſcience, of 'a feepurpole, and with a certaine crafty cloking,rto 
ſhunne perſecution (which euer followeth the preaching of che Goſpel|) 
by vnlawfull meanes, to be the ficſt chat maketb mento thrinke, rb. give 
other occafionts ftand in doubr,te confirme the Papiſis in theicerrars by 
his back-ſliding,andto giue themoccafion to perſecuce, not to reproue 
blaſpemies and perſecutions, or ſecretly to ſet them forward, and yer nor 
| tobe contented ro haue the finne found fault at, but to defend and fay, 
the Church and politicall order be preſeryed by this mcancs, where ne» 
uerthele ſſe the ouerthrow'of the Church is open before mens eyes : how 
hainovs a finne this is, and how farre itis off fromthe finneagainſt the 
holy Ghoſt, be thou thy ſelfe iudge. I ſay not nay, bur this finne may be 
forgiuen: bur I feare leſt repentance be- over-hard to come by, yer 1 
wihic vnto all from the borrome of my hearc.. The reaſon is, becauſe 
this fFnneraviſherth and deceiueth men with the ſpiced appearance and 
ſweerneſle of ic. Ifrhou be polluted with murther, whoredome, theft, 
or fach like grofle finnes, thoumaitt a great deale more eafily efpy the 
evill ſhape and foulneſſe, with the puniſhment thereof, beceafraidoficin 
thy heart, and aske God mercy for Chrifts ſake (fer theſe finnes are fo 
farre out of rule, that they can be excuſed by no poſſible meane) then if 
thou were enthralled in thisfinne of wauering or difſembling,and play- 
ing Iacke of both ſides, forin rhis caſe thereare innumerable circumfian= 
ces thatſeeme to excuſe rhe marcer faicelys wife, children, houſhold, 
worldly ſubſtance, and many other matcers that ſhould not bee pur - 
vnaduiſedly in hazard. Thou wilr fay, there is a great hopetbatthe 
truth may be ſafe, the peace of the Church and of the Politicall eftates. 
may bepreſerued by this colourable cloking. Beſides that, there bee 
men of high degree,thar followrhe fame trace: with theſe and ſuch other 
reaſons, the Devill rrimmerh vp this finne ſo finely, that. it is thought co 
be but a ſmall mote, that lyeth in the heart. But marke the end, a man 
cannot tell whar ſhall befall inthe late cucning.. For a time may come 
that ic will weigh peraduenture fo heauy on thy heart, that thou wouldeſt 
thinke the weight of Heauenand earth hanged on that only ſine, There- 
fore eft-ſoones I'beſeech God grant ſpeedy repentance, For if the en4 
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 Newter and Jickeof bothfides; 
be good, allis good, Hereumo accorderh the fayingof Chtifty, Zak; x te 
Whenthe wntlewie (Pirit © font out of a man, hee walkettFriough dry: places 
feeking reſt.” And when he findeth none (he ſatrh)):T will-Heterne (agamie vate 


my honſe whence I came ot, and when he commeth + finddsit ſwept andpare 


mihed. Then'goeth he, and taketh ro hims ſenen other ſpits worſe then. bim- 
ſelfe, and they evit er in and dwell there, And the end of that man 1z 'worſe theu 
the begining. What doe theſe players of 'botls hands-elſe; then trimi-vp 
the Deuils Parlour, and fer open the doores for the Deuill and his'traine 
to come in ?' For their conſcienceslyefleeping in ſecurity,”contemning 
all manner of Religions, and dallywittthe moſt manifeſt inflruments of 
the Deuill inGods matters.” 

-* Finally, why doethey/fperd ſo 'much waſte/ labour?” For'there” ſhall 
never player of both hands come to- his: purpoſe: by theſe meanes; For 
chis js all their purpoſed'end: to keepe peace, tranquility, lands, goods, 
wife and children, in ſafety, what ſhitt ſoeucr they make, though ir bee 
with never ſo naughty a wile: and that they let for no labour. Bur they 
ſhall faile of their purpole, | - 

As for example:The lewes cried out tohaue Chriſt rid:our of theworld 
by riy meanes, leſt the Romans (hould'come and'rake their- place, and 
vndoe their Nation. Bur were they paſtchar perill, when chey-were rid 
of Chrift, thar ſeditious fellow, as they called him? Nay; the matter that 
they were moſt afraid of, fell bythe iuttiudgement of 'God vpon'theic 
heads plentifully. Doe not the Heathen mens ſayings accord tothe fame 
purpoſe ? Jncidit in Scillams.cupiens vitare Charybam.,” When heethoughe 
ro ſhunne Charybdis, he dropped into Scilla, 's worſe place; Alloz*D ws 
vitant Stultivitia in contrar#a carriint, When tooles ſhinne one vice, they 
runne into accontrary worſe, Chrift faith, Mfat;r6; He that wontaſunciha 
bife; hall I»ſe it and be that will loſe bis life for my ſaheifhall ſarrity1Forwhat 
arnileth it a man; if he winne the whole world, ana loſs his omne 'ſonte? On 

what exchange ſhall a than giuetoſane bis fonte? It lyexh nor in our. wits 
'dome; bur iris the encly worke of God to 'goucrne the Church and to 
keepe itinafeguard.' As it is not'the worke of man, bur'ef God; to 
preferuefruits fromyſhaype temipeſis in che ſommer ſeaſon, Þ have heard 
Gardenerstell (andit is worth'the obſeruarion) how they haue-marked 
ſome thrifty forecsfing Hizbands, that haue wiped off the Snow from 
the bloſſomes of Trees (for ſometimes it is'ſo ſharpe weather in Germa« 
ny, that the crees are concred with ſnow after the blofſomes bee come 
out) and yetrhey have borneno fruit thatyeere,: Contrariwiſegof thuſe 
Trees thar the ſaow hath beeve let alone vpor,, God? harty keprthe Hofr 


render bloſſomes, and. they haue brought forch great pleaty of fruir, 
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Fong parent range 
Theſe examples happen not all by chance, but they doe plainlyreproue 
the vnaduiſec of man, and un ye we ates 'f God, 
And aftertheſelfe ſame faſhion doth God.gouverne his Church. Wee 
learne by tbe Hiſtories of all ages, thac- the Church of God. hath flouti. 
ſhed andincreaſedmott ſpecially, when-ic hath beene the ſoreſt perſecu=. 
ed; contrary to all-wiſe mens opinionsand judgements, as it might bee 
pn by'the examples of all-ages, 'buc I will knix vp. the marter 
br1 11146; 4 7 1 Te ; | 

' It is evident therefore, thata Chriſtian man may nor lawfully .play che 
Neuter or lack of both fides after this ſort, that 8 ſhift may be found to. 
keepe himinfriendſhip with wwo parts, the one being contrary to:the 
other {as the Papiſts and the Goſpellers are) in Gods caules, and in mat- 
ters pertaining / tothe ſoules bealth. 

Butiheſe Neuters oz lacks of boxh tides, which ſpring vp in all ages 
mol} plentifully , would not becounted: block-heads, nor to ſpeake no 
wiſlierthen/a Calfe ; burthat theyhaue great weighty reaſons why they. 
doe as they doe. Firſt, rhey would haue all men perſwaded, that they in« 

rend nothing elſe by their praRtice, bur the wealth and tracquility of 
the-Church of- God, and their country. Indecederherecanbe no beit r, 
nor more honourable mancer ſpoken of, nor a ioyfuller thing heard of, 
then this intent; but if a'man looke a little neerer vpon che.matrer, all is. 
but talke of painted faire words ro. make fooles faine. And the proofe of, 
their high promiſes curac tothe greateſharme both of the Churchand 
Common=wealth; that can be. 

Thou wilc aske mee; How-can that bee 2. I will tell thee in a word. 
For theſe worldly Hypocrites doe all things hypoctitically, they feeke 
not after theſe good things afterthe proper and cightorder and manner, 
as they oughtto do.For firſt of all;they Rand more.vponthe ſafeguard of 

- their owne goods, and the aduancementand preſeruation of their owne 
dignity and power, than they doe vponthe glory. of God, and wealth- 
of their Country, as it is manifeſt in that they will haue all manacr of Rea 
ligion to. ſerue their turne 8nd commodities, that it make no diſquiet= 
nefſe in any condition. And far that cauſe there be almoſt none made of 
thoſe councels, but ſuch mey as arethought to. be skilled and practiſed 
in worldly sffaires, and .care more for corporalithings then chings thar 
be fpiricuall andeverlaſting. As for thoſe that be godly and faithfull Mi- 
nifiers ofthe Church, they are hatedas if they were firebrands of ſediti- 
en, They are ſnaffied; that they ſhall nor ralke too ſharpely againſt choſe 
moſt greedy rauening wolucs that worry vp Chrifts ſheepe in cuery.cory 
ner. Sothey prouide firſt for their houſes, money, and bodies, and on 
war 


Neuter and Iacke of both fides. 
wardhow the truth may. be preſerued, For this is the-iudgement. of the 
childrenof this world, chat religion may a great deale more eaſily bee 
kept, than Honour, Riches, Power, and ſafegard of mens bodies. For if 
rheſe be once loft, it will be very hard:co recover them againe,ornotpoſ- 
fible at all, Wherenotwithfanding their chiefe and their firſt care ought 
co be for the defence of the truch, as Chriſt commandethy Seeke firſt the 
K mgdome of Gad and the righteonſneſſe thereof, and all ather things ſpall be 
ginen you, Math. Morcouer, they are not afraid to frame their doings 
after Anticbrifls faſhion, and to follow his trade in no ſmall matters: and 
that after a prepoſterous manner, For when they perceiue, that there can 
be nv concordance made inthe chiele Articles of the faith: without great 
daivage of the truth,they would faine make ſome ſhewarleaſtinexternall 
matters to bleare mens eyes withall : whereas chey ought firſt toprouide 
for Gods word, and afterward for externall matters, 

To be ſhort, they bend their Rudie ang endeyour moſt priocipally/to 
deceive both God and men. Firſi,God himſclfe, in that they thinke hee 
will be content, although men for dread of enemies and perſecurion,and 
for loue of their owne pelfe contefle nor the eruch direRly, ſpecially ſee- 
ing they minde not to caſt cleancaway the truth, that they haueacknow- 
ledged,and another day,when the rage and furie of perſecutors ismitiga- 
red and ſwaged, they will profeſſe it more plainly. They thinke- alſo to 
dcceiue men by the tame fhi'c, in that they either keepe filence, orpro-» 
miſe that the world will change in many things, orelſe ſhew themſelaes 
obedienr in ſmall crifling marrers, What ? Is this to doe-good vato the 
Church and:tothe Countrey, when the confeſſing of the Goſpell lieth in 
the du, which God would not have kept in ſecret, but.co Rtand forthand 
give light, as it were in a highand bright place ?- Whenthe crofſe of per- 
ſecution (one of the truſtieſt companions thac the Goſpell hath) is feared 
and auoided by vnlawfull meanes > When the Miniſteric of che word is 

\ hindred, andthe Miniſters fraied away ? When many mens hearts are 
tormented and wounded ? When many waxe faint hearied Golpellers, 
aad fall headlong into godleſſe pleaſures of the world? When ſubieRts bo- 
dies, lands,and goods are atthe Papifts pleaſure > When the. perſecutors 
have free liberty ro make hauocke? And when occaſions given to warry 
all godly folks? Theſc,& far greater diſcommodities than theſe,are with- 
io the compaſle and deuiſes0® cthem,that play og.boch hands, Itis mani- 
feſt therctore, that it is nothing but vaine ſhew of painted words, that 
they ſo largly prate concerning the wealth of the Church and their Coun- 

.trie. Thus much touching their intent that they yaunt of, Now let vs 
marke their objeRions, but. L will be ſhort. | 

| K 3 They 


C They ſaythus, The rranquilitieof the Church' and the quietne(ſs' of 
the Counrey may be lawfully ſought for by alf poſſible meanes:” Why' 
ſaichn2y to thar, excepr'all the Divels in hell lead! him? But bearken 
how. It ought to be done in duc manner, 'and by lawfult meanes, inthe 
juftorder, and to the propereridthar iris ment ynto, ' Yea, fxy they, byr 
the cauſewhy we play'on bortrhands,, and keepe company ſomewhac 
with both parts, is, thar our defire is. ro have the Church in tranquilirie, 
and peace in the realtne, when we becontentes yeel4jn fome thinps,and 
in-ſome other things to doe-as the Papifts doe, -For by this meanes rhe 
enemies maliceis aſſwaged, thar they deuourenot ypall ar once. 

I anſwer. Firſt I acke thee, why ſhould the enemies malicebepurbacke 
and ſſwaged,in any wiſe,by this faiding and colorable'cloaking, tell me? 
Isirnot becauſe they cakethinehalting fo, tharrhou wilt apply to them; 
and either cleane cait away, or elſe abare n great deale of thy former car- 
nefinefle, which thou-vſedft a ligtle before in confefſing of the truth 2 and 
that thou wilt conſent ynro them at length, nor onelyin pare, bur plain« 
ly altogether ? "Yea indeed is ir.” Now therefore wergh, wherher ir bee 
not againſt the word of God and'thine owne cenſcience, to ſeeke reſt 
and peace after this faſhioo: that is, by outward appearance of denying 
of rhetruch, whar pretence ſoener it be? Marke the hiftoties among 

Gods people, what Plagues God fmote them withall, as often as they 
were afraid of mercileſſeforaigne Nations, and in changing religion and 
bringing in heatheniſh'Godferuice ſought for peace and came in league 
with them; The confefſing of thecruth ought to giue place ro no manner 
of thing on the earch r' for ic pertainech tothe glory of God. Therefore 
thoſe that rake too-much care forthe gerting ot the wealch'of this world, 
and-yerthirke thit they will afterward norvtrerly forfaketherruch, had 
rather doubilefſe have things of this world,thanheauen!ythings,20d doe 
- dread theenemice'of the body, more than the enemie of the: ſouje. And 
che moſtſure end af this kinde of m_— x; to offend the godly, 
which alſo waxe faint hearted /by the example oftheir guides, and to cons 
firme the Papiſtym their errours; ard to allow, orarleaftto winke at the 
lyes and blaſpemies of the Papiſts a great'deale roo much. Perfecuribn 
alſo againſt them(hat confeſſe the truth, although theyallow it nor ſe- 
-crerly m their hearts, yer ar cheleaft they fpeake noragainſt ir, This wee 
rc taught alſo byrhe experience of all ages, that we ſhouldnorreadily 
heare'the godly tobe taxed asouer curious, and t& pleat) for themſclurs 
200 ſootie, as fomerharſeeme” learned vie ro obieR* with ſhew of grear 
gravictis, Fozherebythe enemies become more cruell, and murther rhe 
confeſſours of thecruth more-furioufly in euery corner, -by the inftigati- 
. on 
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on of their god Saran, when they are thus applied vnrg.or winked ar, 2nd 
as they conſtrue the maccer approved? And is this to ſetthe Chupch inrelt . 
and ſafegard,or to cauſe battaile and perſecution againt it? And whee 
therthis may be done witha good conſcience or not, thou thy (clfe ſhalt. 
ſee : For experience ſhall be able eaſily to teach thee, 
.. Whyzhen,is there none agreement co bee made with-the: enemies of 
the cruch ?. Is chereno way to be ſought?: Yes, fo ic bedone-inghe tight 
o:der,and without inturie and reproach of the truch, znd-without ſlanders 
ic.is boch lawfull, yea and it iz our ſpecial] prayer, that itmay be brought. 
co paſie. But to begiathe matter with che wrong end before, asitis for. 
the moſt partzitis both dangerous and pernitious: to ſay no-more of it, 
The foundation and chiefe point of .our religion is ſound doQrinejreuean 
led from heaven out of the erernall Fathers boſome, -That-do@ine muſt 
needs lead theway, and all orher matters of Iefle neceffitie- muſt follow 
out of it, Therefore if thou goe about agreement, begin here,and ſee whe+ 
ther the aduerſariescan be brought to this paſle, to torlake their dreames 
. and ſubſcribero Gods onely truth : And to aſſent ynto the Articles of the 
Faith rightly and txvly fer forth among ys. If thou canſt bring thisabour, 
doubtlefſe the agreement will be very eafie concerning externall marters 
that were inſtituted by mans authoricy. For the tule of Gods word ſhall 
eaſily ſcoure and purge ſuch things. And as for the ſuperſtitions that bee - 
annexed and the opinions concerning neceſſity and merit, they ſhall va» 
niſh and fall away of cheir owne accord, But when wile thou bring this 
to paſſe? I feare leſt it will bee to late : For I can ſcarcely perſwade-my 
ſelfe, that we ſhall be rid quice ofthis kinde of men while the world laft- 
eth, Andit is an old ſaying; 7how/ooſeft thylabour in waſhing an e/Ethio= 
fian to make rn white, And the order is moſt foulely turned vp fide down, 
whenthe agreement or conformitic of extervall matters is firſt ſoughe 
at their hands, which haue mot groſly foiled thoſe outward things with 
' horrible ſuperſtitions and blaſphemies, and infeRed them as ic were with 
deadly poiſon. Neither ſhaltthou be able to make that ſwarme of men 
to ſet forth anything ſopurely, but ſome contagious infeRion is ming- - 
led withall, which alchoughic ſeeme not ſo ac the firſt fight, yer ſooncaf- 
rer, it doth vſe croſhewit ſelfe, Moreover, which is the greareftmatrerof 
all, chey are moſt deadly enemies of the truth, they allow it nor, no, they 
. have ſohardned their heart, that they will neuer allow the: found do- 
Arive, or Articles of the faith, truly and rightly as chey bee-ſer forth” a» 
mong vs. Andas long asthey acc of thae reſolution, as the Papiſts are a 
great deale more ſtoutly, than we, they wiltnot-fuffer one haire of their 
abuſes in ceremoniesto be abated,things.(as we tell them) of — 
OICE, 
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| | weightic'importance. And why ? Be. 
cauſe theyſeeke ſaluation of ſoules in them. Whereforethen makeſt thou 
thy ſelfe To bufic, thou madman Þ/ Whereto goeſt thou about to clenſe 
chepudled brooke; ſecing che fountaine that the warer commeth ou: of, 
is troubled and mared ? Learne of the Phyfirtans, what is ro be done in 
fo weighty matters; andin what order a man ſhould'proceed. Doe not 
they thatare -any whir wellearned and circumſpeR ſearch thefouncaine 
and originall roor of che diſeaſe in a mans body,and goe abour to heale ir 
firſt, and then rake cure of the outward parts afterward? Tf they did os 
therwiſe, might they nat bee reckoned racher for borchers than Phyſici- 
ans, and marre all thac they rake inhand ? Chriſt faith, Afanh. 1 2. Ficher 
make the tree poed, and the frur of it good, oy make the tree bad, andthe fra 
of it bad, + trees; knowne by the frant, 

Chriſt preſctibeth the order, tharthe tree muſt firſt be planted natural- 
ly good and fraitfull, that good fruit may ſpring of it, And Ceremonies 
are as'it were fruits, tharoughtto grow out of the fincere 'word of God. 
Therefore the chiefe point of forecaſt ought to be,thar we'ſhould accord 
inthe word or Articles of the faith,” And when this cannot be obtained, 
that Prepoſterous agreement is foolith and to no' purpoſe,” nay, ir is im= 
poſſible to be brought to paſſe. Remember Ipray you, that wee reaſon 
not here of worldly affaires, let them haue their pleading place and their 
owne libertic, but our ralke is of Gods matters, which we oughr to com« 
mune of after a godly and adujſed mannerz For they have nor a nofe of 
waxe, tobe wmrned at a mans pleaſure, as it is ſaid that worldly tawes are 
fomerimes abuſed. Bur may not a man lawfully cloak: and colour the 
matcer fora time? Did not Abraham denie Sare to bee his wife oftner 
than once? Did not Dazid counterfeit as though he had beene a foote 
in thepreſence of King Achiz ? Came not Nicodemu to our Lord in the 
night ſeaſon, andin the daytime made it goodly as though hee had no- 
thing to doe with Chriſt ? | 

I anſwer. FirRt, for all that, they did not contrary to the confeſſion of 
the truth, they allowed nor manifeſt Idolatries, nor the word of Godro 
be depraued, Bur thou craftily creepeſt into” the enemies boſome to 
make them thy friends, and recciueſt ſome of their proceedings either in 
doQrine or in obſeruances, giuing them iuft cauſe co hope, thar thou wilt 
ſubſcribe ro all their ſuperſtitious religion; whereupon they maintaine 
all theirerrors the more ftoutly, becauſe they have won thee to be an ai- 
der, either with all thy heart,or in countenance arleaſt, Then the godly 
that ſee this, become faint hearted, and cannot tell what they ſhould reck- 
'on of thee, Andrthe belly-cheere Bpicures following thine example, fall 
to 


force, but they count ther of moſt 


cothe eremies{ide twice fo fait as thou doeft. There is a 
therefo: e berweenethee and Abraham and other ſuch like 


Oh 


becleane contrary the one co the other, and the manner of their doings 1s ; 


vnlike. Befidesthar, how canft thoutell, whether they did fo onely ypon 
their owne head, or ac Gods ſpecial: commandement? But as for rhee, 
thoe haft Gods commandement to conteſle the truch before all men, 
whichthou haſt acknowledged and receiued, }. a 
'- Therefore 1n this caſe when thou haft ro doe among the Papiſts, thoy 
ovghteſt not ro hide the truth, but rather ſpeake of it openly vato them. 
There is alſo no ſmall difference berweene the weake, that as-yer vnder. 
fandnorrtherruch, and chem that have acknowledged it, andconfeſſed it. 
a good while;and yer ypon a (et purpoſe will be fileat, where they ought 
plainly to ſpeake. As for Nicodem, he was yet weake,and fo, was Joſephs 
of Armathea,nt whomthe Scripiure maketh no mention till Chriſt ſufe 
fred, Bur yer: Necodemus when. they laid their heads. together to make 
Chiiſtaway, obicaed himfelfe Routly,: and refilled ibeir bloud-thirftic 
deuiſcs to rhevtcermoſt of his power ;'avd Joſeph was ſo well confirmed, 
ar 'therime of Chrifts paſſion, that hee flicked not in the fight of many 
Tewes co cake downe Chriſts body from the crofſe, and burie it moſt ha» 
norably and with molt high reuerence, Bur, thou gaeſt cothe Papiſts of 
thine owne accord, and cfoket and diffembleſt with chem, .nor: 0; iofic.. 
mitic nor ignorance, bur vpon a falſe wile for cemporall gaine. ſake, or for 
feare of terporail hacmes. And yet among thy companions. thou: wile 
looke tobe counted for aconftanc fauorer of che vncorrupt.cruth, anda 
very forward Chriſtian. And ſo among che Papifts thou wiltnoc bee rec<. 
koned a falſe wily.childegthar plaierh Tudaſly and faſlywirh chem. Tell me, 
how can heſe ſtand together? Ithinke ahouwwilt not lay is comracth of 
wea'.nefſe,and thine owne.conſcience will not ſufferthee.co call ic a cons, 
feſſion of the,truth:How thep?:-Martie,thou wilt fay,it.is agood and ane- 
ceflary forecaſt comaintaine peace, and peraduenturethe Papiſts may bee 
prouokedroreceiuctherrucths Of the firſt 1have alceafy proved in few 
words, tharpe isracher hingre aredrby:yeclding to the Papilts.., For they 
ethinke nan. well:omurder «Wc gas day ae ro fauor 
their fide;rhough it be bur in outward ſemblance. Concerning the later 
poinc we {ball ſee. anone, whether ic be poſſible to draw the Papiſts to. our 
iadgement,by our.diflembling. of che gruch, I will neuer/tbinke ir ike co 
be cue 3 neirher doe I finde example in any hiſtories, and chough, chere 
wert ſome examples;: yet feſpeRing- be vacowardoeſle of, azen.ar this 
dayy1 can ſcarce thinke it could be: brought about. Therefarea homly 


plaine dire confeſſion of the truch ſeemeth to be belt & moſt profirable, 
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they alleadge Naamanthe Syriawalio; which defired-Eliſexs to diſpenſe: 


with bir, chat for as. much as'when the King. went into the Temple of 


his Idole; he vſcd coleane vpon Naemers ſhoulders, hee might alſo goe. 
in'with him; and bow his bady when.the King did, and the Prophec 
gratited him. Hereof chey gather, that they may lawſully counterfeit in- 
tome things when they are amongthe Papiſis,' or doe ſomewhat bke: 
thei: doings: Bur they are ina wrong boxe to bring in ſuch-cxamples, For 
fingularexamplesareno- yniuerſall rules. Bur fo ir farcth, when they 
can imagine 10 ſufficient cloakefor the raine, they winde and turnecue- 
ry thing thatthey thinke miketh for them, though ic beenever-ſo lictle 
to the purpoſe, Mine anſwer is therefore, that many menhaue done ma- 
ny chings, which are fingular, and notvniuerſally co be approved by imi-. 
tation. fbrabem would haue cut off his owne ſonnes head, when. God 
bad him; but thou maieft nor doe ſo.. God diſpenſed with his people to 
haue many wiucs at onee, yer for all char thoumaieftin this our age have 
no moe wiues at once,than one, And as for Naewan, he promiſedplain» 
ly, that he would never doe ſacrifice tothe Idole more : Beſides thar,: he 
laded two Mules with the earth of Ifrac}, which hee powred vpon that 
place, lefthe ſhould catch\any infeQion of che earth, that was conſecra» 
ted vnto Idols. ' So that by his: abſtaining from the common-ſacrifices, 


which he'tiad vſed before; he declared cuidently enough that he miſliked: 


their Idolatry, Je was alfo nothing buc acivill ſervice, that hee did there: 
vntothe King, when he lcaned on his ſhoulders. Therefore there can no 
Tacke of both (ge defend his doings with this.example. Bur the gentle 
Jackes of both ſides fart backs then to theſe rewporall-matters , which 
trouble cheic minds too top ſore. Except (ay they) men yeeld in fome= 
things topacifie the Papiſts wichall, then all will-come ro nought in a 
while, heauen and earth will goe wogether, as they ſay. Doe you not ſee 
how-wretchedly minded many be ? Why ?it is berter ro keep the Church 
in ſome ſtare, then to letit be-vndone alrogether 2 Yea fir,chole are wore 
thy ro be c ounred wonderfull wiſe and well ſpoken men; char can ſpeake 
on this taſhion, and ſee out the mancer with many and words. Cone 
trariwiſe, they are countedeither for ftarke fooles, or very wilfull per- 
ſons, that doe in godly pierie difſemfrom them, or admoniſh them of 


ſome things whereof they ought-x0 take aduiſed counſaile and deli= 
beration. 11 3 # {14 2friry Fund #449 wes 


Therefore 1 anfeverthixe| Are"yee wor afraid als; left heaweit Fall 
Indeed fecing you are men of ſuch high wit and forefight, yow-oughr ro 


conſider theſe twothings. Firſt,the building of heauen is now oy in 4 
econdly, 
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' Secondly; thatit lacketh props-in cueryplace:: 1 herefore yee ſhould ad- 
uiſc all folkes,'norto laokelong to live nfure ſafegard, bureuery-body 
to ſeeke'ontin time for holes 'to hide them. in, or elſe (which were the 

more wittily done) to fer props vnder heauen to hold itvp, asfaft as the 
can. ' Bur to ſpeake ſeriouſly, is irnot a wonderfull raſh, and hamelefle 

- part for men to ſpeake after.this ſort? Are you thoſe moſi wiſe and dif< 

.creet wary men, that are able ro provide, that the Church ſhould nor be 
in hatred of the higheſteftates of the wotld, and (co ſpeake in n word) 
thatic ſhould nor be vnder the crofſe of perſecution ? peraduenture you 
were borne too late : For you might in thefirft vpſpring of the Church 
haue holpen the matter. TER 

The Church hath in all ages ſuffred great tormes, and Chriſt told be- 

fore hand, that about the end of the world, furious outrage againſt god- 

ly people ſhould waxe fiercer and fiercer. 'And God hath his conſiderati- 
ons, why he ſuffteth vs now and then to bee: handled more hardly. Yea, 
burthe Church oughtnot to caſt her ſelfe into ſuch perils of her 0wne ac» 
cord, True itis, but to confefſe the trath, to reprove Idolatry, and other 
wicked vices; isnocraſhly ro pull the crofſe vpon her head,as you dreame, 

'Whact doth the Church defire more than peace? But yet in ſuch' order 

and forme, that the conitling of the truch lyenot in the duſt; bur fiand 

yp manfully : Forthat muftneeds bee done, though 3ll the world ſhould 
'berenr inipeeces.. Bur your wiſedome wouid hauethe truth kepr'cloſe, 
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or tand mewed arleaft, for feare of diſquieting worldly commodities; Marrs. 


and for feare of prouoking the Papitts: Which is agaiaft the word of 
God, that faith; *Be wot afraid of them, that kill ths bidy, and cannot kill 
the ſfoule; butrather be afraid of h1ws that u able to throw both ſoule and bo- 


dy into bell fire. Alſo, Bleſſed ave you whentbey ſhall perſecute you,and ſpeaks 11 7 
all that nought is againſt you, lying, for my ſake. Irem. The tome ſhall come, 10.16, 


that whoſoener kileth you, ſhal thinke hee doth God good ſernice, Item. Tee 


ſoall be hated of all' men for my namer ſake : But bee that endureth fill to the Matolo. 


end, ſhall be ſaned : for his names ſake, be ſaith; tharis, for conteſſing Chriſt 


hareily. Trem, /f any man come to me,ond bate not bu father, and bu mother, Lake t4. 


bis wife.and hu children, bus $-ethren and (ters, and bis owne-life too, hee 
tannot bee my Diſciple, Buras for you, how is ic, that you areſo obftinate, 
ſo immoueable, ſo hard hearted, fo void of ſenſe and vnderftanding,that 
| mr Ige not, what is good and proficable, cither for yout ſclues, or 
ochers,' | | | | 
I anſwer. Wee arenot fo (enflefſe, nor focleane without wnderfiati> 
ding, thatthis reaſon cannoventer-into ourheads, nor move vs at all.Buc 


our-iudgement is; that the confeſſion of the truth ovght to bee preferred 
I..3 aboue 


aboue all earthly things. Andas forvs, we.cauſe no vpronres. We giuena 
Larums,sthey talfly tay co'our charge, burwee'exhort all men diligencly 
to the veterm6ſt of our power to be conftantin the word of God, io 
give themſelues ro earneſt prayers, and vnto patience. Wee are well 
content to be counted fooles with the children of this world, but wee 
can in no wiſe abide the flandrous name of ſedition, and yanaturall 
aff-Rion. ; fr) 

Yea, bur the Papiſts are kindled by yourſtubborne Riffe Nanding, If 
you would ſome whac bridle your rongues, andfinde no fault with their 
lyes, or (to vie my tearmes'mbre marmerly) with the ſtate of the Papacy, 
and if you would ſeeme content to receiue ſome of the Papiſts procee= 
dings, which are nor'of their owne nature wicked, then wee were all ſure 
and ſafe, 

I anſwer, We are the ſervants of God andmen, to the intent to de. 
clare without feare the truth (which is not of our new bringing Forth,bur 
was ſhewed before ourtime, and wee haue itin the bookes of the holy 
Scripture) that all may vnderftand, what the will of God is. And alſo that 
we thould openly ſh:w and confuce the lyes,that are contrary to that one 
ly eruch of God, left men ſhovul4 be deceiued with chem; and periſh for e- 
uermore. As alſo Pew! doth account itamong the offices of a B:ſhop, Ta 
convince them that te paine-ſayers. Tir. x. And Chritt faith, Zoby 16. The 
holy Ghoſt ſhell reproxe the world of [anne of righteonſneſſe, and of tndgemcnts 
Moreover, our dutie is torebuke and lay load'vpon wicked: living, that 
men may bee converted vnto God, and aske him mercy, as Paw! fairh, 
1 Tiw.s. Rebuke them that offend openty before all men, that rheveſt may bs 
afraid. Therefore lyes and lying ſpirits muſt needs be reproved not onely 
in a generality, bur alfo by direR ſpecialty;And I pray thee whatis more 
necefſary?- when a grearmatthach an enemythar lajeth wait ro ſpoile his 
fubicAs borh of goods and life, hee telleth them of him noc in generall 
words onely,that all his ſubie&s may beware of him,bur he exprefcth his 
name direAly, that they may auoid him ? | 

Whar a mad matter were it then,if the like may not lawully-be done in 
this caſe, concerning the ſ.fegard ot ſoules? Surely we that be Shepherds 
of mens ſoules, cannot chooſe bur' cry out 'ypon Sheepe-worrying 
Woalues? But to what end-doe 1 fpend my ſpeech in vaine ? The chil» 
dren of this world will not heare this, bur thinke alwayes in their 
drowfie dreames , that they ſhall haue a, Church without che Crofle or 

ſecurion, ; 

Furthermore, this obieQion is no'\mall- Argument, that ſuch manner 
of men are as yet yery raw Chriſtians, and build a-great deale bo 
muc 


\ 


much ypon their owne wit, n:y rather, char they are a great deale too 
raſh, and without aduiſemenc. For they thinke themſclues able ro 
ſearch out all che Counſells of God, after whar ſort hee- will gouerne 
and vphold the Church : and ſo they make God improvident and: im- 
ent, as though hee knew nor how to relicue che Church from 
 barmes in convenient ſeaſon, and as though hee had none other meancs 
to deliver his people from iniucy, bur by chis onely way that they haue 
znuented, that js, in yeelding to the Papiſts, and keeping the truth yn» 
der couerr, 

Were it riot thy duty to confider, that GGD is Almighty, and 
marvellous th his Saints, as the Pſalme faith, Thinkeft thou, that God 
knoweth. not the ſecret-counſels of his enemies, the Papifts 2 Art 
thou not aduiſed, thar all the haires of our head arenumbred? And no 
man ſhall take them out of my hand? Haſt thou nor marked, that God 
hath in.all ages preferucd and glorified bis Church, cuen inthe middeft 
of perſecution. . 

Alchough the aduerfaties threaten neuer ſo ſore, yet wemuſt remem- 
ber this ſaying of the ſecond Palme, He thet daclieth in the Heanen ſhal 
lengh them to [corne, and the Lord ſoall bane them in derifion. Allo, The 
Lord confoundeth the connſels of the heathen, Pal. 32. Item, The Kings 
beart i inthe Lords band, be-will tw ne it which way « pleaſeth him, Pro.2.1- 
Bur [I tell a tale rodeafeimen. le is their belly chat maketh them ſo care- 
full, and fo beſorteth them. Thereof commeth their -whining, Finally, 
matke che proofe or cuent, into what caſe thou bringeſt the Church with 
thy counſels, They ſay moreouer, there is very great hope, that the Na- 
pitts moy be allured by thiscrafty yeelding, tro be the moxe indifferent to 
ou: Doctrine by little and lictle, 

Andit is a godly deuiſeto caech. the enemies by this-craft, and win 

' them vnto Chriſt, Fhis is craftily and fairely ſpoken indeed, and itis 
'  plealing to many, 

But I ſhall wipe away this reaſon in- few words. Peul ſaith, To the 
weake { became 4s weake, 1, Cor, 9. In which place he preſcribeth a rule, 
how the weake ought.to be handled, that they Rart-not, backe ar che 
firſt daith, bur be brought in(as it were). by atraine faire andoftly, eſt 
all ſhruld be condemned at once 1n the beginning by them thar-are 
oppreſſed with blindnefſe, and Rand as yet in doubc. For-the foundatie 
ens of the true DoQrine muſt needes be fi layed with them and then 
are they co be orderly drawne our of errors, asit were out of a deepe mi-- 
ry Lake, Neverthelefle, Pax/s minde- isnot to have the truth hidden, 
ng: to play withthe truth, bur that ſuch as be the lefle skiltull, agg 
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friendly and rendetty vſed artheficft. And 
are among the-popiſhſcrt ſome curable and very weaklings mdeede,and 
mmely among the lzy-people,, which albeic they thirſt afrer the pure 
DoRrine ofthe Gofpell, yer they are incangled'fill'with ſome bryerg, 
For they have been- broughe vpinPopiſhretigion, and nuſled in wick= 
ed opinions fromcheir childhood vpward, that it will bee'very hard eo 
plucke them from them. Such we would beare patiencly with#1l, ſo that 
they would yeeld ro ſound DoArine, and ſhew rhemſelues willing: ro 
learne, Bur yer the greateſt part of the Papiſlts (and namely the Gouer= 
noursand ſuch as be abour them) are no'weaklings, but obſtinace and 
Riff-neckedperſons, which hauc heard and readthe pure D&Rrine of che 
Goſpell a/greac while: and know the ground worke thereo', which they 
are notable to ouerthrow,. Burfor all thar, they are at atullpoine, not 
ro ftartone inch from their popiſh draffe, blaſphemies,nor Idolatries. 
Soye may hearethem manytimes againft their conſcience profeſſe, 
that they will neuer ſwarue from the Catholike Church of Rome, or the 
-Popes Church, while the breath is in cheir bodtes. What good then will 
thy faire ſpeech' doe among them that are fo bent? Looke alſo whar 
tricks our Aduerſaries, the Papiſts, vſe. They contend all that they can, 
'tomake vs revoke and yeeld to-them, rather then co apply themſelues 
vnto vs. Are not the errors wherewith the more vnlearned forc are wrap= 
pedin Popery againe, garniſhed with wonderfull ivgling-rricks.Is there 
not compulſion and moſt cruell:perſecurions praRtiſed, ro drive men 
chrough feare at leaft, to bring'in andſer vp the Popiſhreligion againe? 
And'ſo by falſe craft and violencetheir religion is eſtabliſhed. And'in- 
deede by this weanes they Haue prevailed much iry fhort time, For there 
haue very many become Revolters from the truth in ſuch places, as we 


| tharwas io |;erje thought.-and by cheir cunning fraud they dayly-proceed farther, 


Mcreoner, the holy Scripture teacheth, that Antichriſt ſhall horribly 
hue the-vpper hand till the worlds end. It is to no purpoſe therefore, 
and a vaine hope, that they wiltbe-drawne”to' conſent, eather with our | 
keeping of filence, or roo much relenting'vnto them, 

''And'whit concord thinkeft thou can be made with' Chrif, 'being of-: 
fetided ad 'angry ?! And hee cannotchuſe bur'bee offended, when the 
ryurh'is hidden to auoid perſecution, and ' when 'the truth 1snor plainly 


confeſſed, burſo me things are received to-pleaſe the 'Papifts withal!, 


ahac beroken #(htinking; though not in all mens hearts, yerin'the moſt 
part; Bur whatmeede'many words ? The Hiſtories ſhew, that there bane 

more of the adverſaries (#s God harh wonderfully ordered the 'marrer ) 

elwaics come to-cthe truth by open and plaine -confefling, then by rw 
| c 


baſe wavering, I would heare but ot one man, that bath made any.man= 


yer of ſigne, though n wereneuer (o. liztle, that he embraced or allowed 


the truth the rather through diflembling or yeelding, eſpecially in the 


_ tizae of perſecution. Ic is manifeſt, thar all men; hold it for a ſure. argu= 
ment, that we haue hicherto maincained erronious opinions, which we. 
muft needs now be aſhamed and ſorry for 2 and thac all.their Popery is- 


moſt true and moſt ſure, becauſe they difſemble nothing. 

Therefore this is the pith and whole intenc of all chis difſention: That 
the Belly muſt be cared for, and Religion laid behind the doore, or 
throwne quite away. Bur ſeeing che belly wanteth. cares, let theſe few 


words preſemly ſuffice to beate. downe that vnſeaſonable: diſcretion of. 


ſuch as as play Iack on both fides, Peraduenture, it were- worth rhe la- 
bour to ſpeake inthis place alſo, how great, bow grieuous, and how 
manifold a ſine it is for a man to ſhew himſclfe ſo waucring alacke of 


both ſides, that ſome may haply be brought to ponder the. matter ſom-.. 


what more deepely, Burthis is already ſpoken of here andtherein many 
places. Therefore-1 will vſe but few words. Firſt, it is no ſmall pre« 
ſurpprion and temerity for a man to meddle with the gouernement of 
God, and to goe aboutto.temper all things with-his owne vaine Philo» 
ſopby. As one aid, that if there were no cerraine God governing all 


things, he would ſer all the world in order with his owne wiſdome.. O- 


vain ſawcy preſumption of a creature,and blaſpemy againſt the Kingdom 
of Chriſt. For what doe theſe folkes clſe, that ſhunne the Crofle of per- 
ſecution ſo carfully and fo curiouſly, with their difſembling or hiding 
of the truth, than innade the goueramentof Chriftin-his Church, with 


their owne zeaſon, that is, with cheir owne ficſhly, worldly, and _— | 
come, 


erous wit, and -goe about to teach men that Chriſt wanterh wi 


and the King of glory knoweth not how he ſhould order his people,that - 


is to ſay, he ſhould ſufferno body to come in hazard of hfe and goods 
for the pure Word ef che Goſpell, thatthe Church may be ſecure, care- 


- tefle; and bear agreement. with the enemies of che truchy that is, the . 


Heepeandwolurs together, What could be more pleaſant.to reaſon, 
(or as the Scripture rexeerhv"ic):co our fleſh > Bur Chriftdorh-with great. 
forecaſt wipe away this dreame of reaſon, Hee that wil follow me (ſaith 
.he) /er bimtake wp bu croſſe and follow me. Allo, ye ſhall be hated of al men 


for my.Names ſake. And Pant fingeth the ſame ſong, e£/l char will lene - 


in'Chrift; foal ſuff -rperſecution. And it-is to be ſpecially noted rhat 
'©brift faith, Tbs Difco ae aboue bu Maſter: And Pant \aith, We muſs 
needs bo made like the Irnage of God. Chrift che King and head of his owne 
Church, purchaſed and confirmed this his wonderfull Kingdome, which 


he. 


8". q 


he hath vpon earth in che congregation of the godly with his paſſion and 
bloud ſhed, andnorby running away fron the crofſe, or diſſeabling of 
che cruch, And fo all the Citizens of thatkingdome muſt needs conforme 
themſelues to this cxample, haccompanied with crouble and ſor- 
row. Fortis nothing eclſe,”-bur the kingdome of che Crofle, noreuer 
was, nor euerfhall be any'other. ' | 9075-8113 
Count the yeeres in order from the. beginning vntothis day, and you 
ſhall ſce, char there hath beene nothing in che Church ſaving afflitions, 
and murthering of the godly. And in this ſame faſhion of the Crofſe 
Chriſt reioyceth coſhew and beſtow his mercy, power, wiſedome; and 
helpe againſt che wiſdome of man. Sothar he defiroyeth the wiſdomeof 
the wiſe, and confounderh all Philoſophicall reafons, 

The Poers haue a fable of Phacron, chat he was ſo preſumpruouſly hars 
dy, as to climbe vp into the chariotof the Sanne, tor all that ever his fa» 
cher could fay to him, difſwading him, and celling trim before hand, whar 
would come of it. But he hadno ſooner begun his enterpriſe;bur the go. 
uernor was ouerthrowne, andall the world waſted with fire. Buen ſonow 
ourraſh Phactons mount yp on high, & preſume topreſcribe laws. ro-God 
himſclfe, how the Church muſt be gauerned;8 by whar meansthe Crofle 
of perſecution muſt be avoided, marry, by a much beerter way then God 
hach ordained, that is co fay,nort by plain confeffing of the truth;nor wich 

raier,ſubjcQion nor patient abiding for.Gods help,bur by crafty difſem< 
ing of the truth, by yeelding rothe Papiſts,and ocher {]2ighry ſhifts. Bur 
many hauc experience of Phactonrfal and Rand looking,while the fie fla- 
meth, which chey have caſt cyle into,to quench it withal +Some of chem 
ive over their enterpriſe, and ſome run.on, which exceprGod turn raem, 
all hauc the greater downfall. - Paw/'reckoneth this one onely wiſdomie b, 
ofthe godly, to be the greateli wiſdome of all other; that they are fooles 
befcre the world, char they acknowledge the government'of God ro be 
aſt mans reaſon, and ſubmit chemſclues wholly to the-will of God, Ik | 
# #grear wickedneſſe therefore for a man to imagine to- frame the: King= 
dome of Chriſt rmo his owne carvall and wotidly mocher-wic,-For hee 
off:nderh againſt the firſt rable. /Secondly, how hainous afinne- ir is bg- 
fore Chriſt (for the world floriſherh ir ouer as finely as ir can) mayibe per= } 
ceived if ir were by noching elſe but chis, that Chriſt tellech before bind, * 
thatthey (hallbe damned ecernally; which make ſo much. a doe ro runoe 
away andeſcape fromthe Crofic of perſecutiop. For' bearkegwhgt: be 
faith; /f avy yen cometo we, and hate not bus father and by mother, big wiſe 
and bis children, bis brethren and bu fſters, and enen hu owne life. too, bee = 
Cannot be wy Diſciple; Lnk.14s Allo, be that lowerh father or mother more | © 
thew 


| 


the other-partproucth all their Popery to be agreeable ro'the rruth, 
2H 


then he doth me, is not worthy of me. Againe, Hethas findeth big hfe,ſhall loſe 
it,and hethat loſeth his life for my ſakes, ſhallfindeit, Matino. Lernoman 
marvell, why many tharbe crofle-ſhunners, make a tuſh ar theſe ſayings. 
For ir commeth very ſeldome in their mindes to thinke ypon euerlaſting 
life, but they had rather have things pretenr:then carry for things tocome: 
they Will nor buy hopear ſo dearea price, thatisroſay, the price of their 
bloud. Thirdly, ro auoid the Crofle of perſecution after this ſort, thatis, 
in playing mum-budger, and doing ſome points of Popery, as the ene- 
ries of the truth, the Papiſts doe, is no {mall likelihood that they will 


_ deny Chriſt. Forthou art aſhamed of thispiteouſly sfiiRed Chriſt, and 


ofthetruth, which bach the-crefſe of. perſecution for her inſeparable 
Companion. Bur'Chrift ſaich, Herhat ts aſ#ained of me and of my ſayings, the 
ſenne of man ſhall be aſhamed of him, when he commeth in bu glory, Luk.g., 

'Fourthly, to be at hinderet roorhers,..and to giue occafion ynto of- 
fences, albeit the children of this world paſſe little for ir, yer it: is a hai 
nousfinne before God; For mens hearts are eftranged from the'King. 
dome of Chriſt, yea, they be rather plucked away. as it weterby the hand, 
and hurled intothe mouth of Hell. _ | 2; 

All men for the moſt partare'fo affeQed by Nature, that they looke 
ypon mens examples, vhnbs they either [tand or fall, and eſpeciallyche 
example of ſuch men; as havobecne/in unyeftimacion 'with.the world, 

For when thty ſee; rhat-rheir:back-fliding or. crafty cloking-auoidech 
the croſle of perſecution,thenfiſtof all their hearrs quaile,doube,and de- 
viſe divers faſhions. And ar laftthey runne quite our. of kinde, and: fall 

alrogecher to godlefſeſecurity; and become Epicures. td af 
-\By his meanes the Kingdome of Heaven fuffereth violent wrong,and 
Martyrs wax vety geaſoo, when men-reckon it for  a-ſpediall- poinc of 
wiſdome;, to ſhift awaythedanger of tuffeting with Chrift, c;- © +: + 

- Tobe briefe, hereby the Church, orthe number of Chriſtians encrea- 


ſeth nor (as he ſaid) by the bloud of Chriſtians :.the'garden of Paradiſe 


isnort watercd witivthefſlaughters of thegodly, many:a ones deprived 
of that tnoſt glorious Crowrie -in which cheyought to appeatebefote- 
Chriſts Simon of Cyrenc is driven fromthe Crofle, that, hee ſhould-not 
beare it after Chrift,-Burthis is avery ſore ſaying, Woe beto the mar, by 
Thom offence commeth. by 34 E434 | | 
'Fiftly, by-chis balcirig'of both fides,'the Devill bath'a window tov 
wide open'to [catreralt his lies farcher,& to-plant them deeper. For. thoſe 


thar be the wickedeft perſons of all, are confirmed cuery one+in'their 


ercors. For they hold it as an evident argument, that the relepcing of 
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ot that ooly, burthey are alſo incenſed to enterpriſe the more boldly 
whatſoever they will againftr , & to thinke chey domoſithank. 
worthy ſervice yo God in that  Andalbeir there chance ſome 


Iscks of both fides, by rhis mannerofdiffimulacion;to eſcape,yert the reſt 
. of the common people are in greater hazard, andrhe ſword -is made more 
ready to cucthem off, © Sixthly, ir is # greater fin then perſecucion it ſelfe, 
For chere is no perſecution thar doth to much hurt in the Church, as thac 
foule relentiog and diſſcmbling of thetruth doth, For ic ſo marreth the 
whole cauſe ir ſelie; thatrhe godly muſt and in-doubr, whether they 
oughtrofuffer death forthe truchs/fake ornor. Theſe manner of rorments 
doe cumbergodly mens minds more grieuouſty than any piſmiſhment in 
the world, Yraghis fin is more hurcfuil alſo rothe Authors of it theme 
ſelues, rhan ifthey perſecuted Chriſtians in their owne perſons, For.in as 
much agperſccution is agrofle fin, a mans heart may acknowledge and- - 
abhor irthe more cafily; and come:toearnelt repentance the more ſpee-. 
dily; Bur cheplaying Iacke of both fides is a ſweet and a ſecret milchife, 
that is flouriſhed over with goodly colours. Men thinke it may be done 
without offence to God, or hurt @f conſcience, 

For their mind is on their hafe peny, that is co ſay,co preſerue their bo«. 
dies and poods:” Yea, andirharh this cloke:fot the-raine; chav ic is: for, 
the welfare of rhe Church; Therefore/it will -bce very hard- for falkes co. 
no nanny tv commodions/amattertobe fin; and co abhorirearnef= 
ly, & aske God mercy for it. So there is greater hope of repentance in an. 
open blaſphemous 8& bloudy perſecmor,then in ſuch a Izck of both fades... 

Ler not vs therefore ſuffer thisfintobveafily interpreted with faire - 
fioe rale ; and ler vs beſeech che eternali Father of our-b ord Ieſus Chrif),' 
to bring them char are bewirched with theſe perſwations into the way a»: 
gaine,and grant vs all through his holy Spirit ro be confizhr and paticnt, 
and to continue in Redfaſt hope of erernall hfe. : - 17708 

Now then whar'is to be done: in ſuch weighty imatcers, what way, 
what path aruft we hold?” Carajaly, iris the bei, fureft;and moi hols. 
ſome wayfor vs all ro abide fill ivrhe Kings high way, or che wot ſure 
beacenputh; and to leaue and-forſake all-by-waijkes, which crafty wits 
inuent, that we may imbrace, and not ftart one inch from-the Word of. 
God, which by his benefiris moſtpurelypreacheg in/this our Conntry, ſo. 
that no man carbe ignoranc of irgexcepr he make himicife deafe and dolw 
riſh of ſer porpoſe.” Let vs lemne and'reach rharþeaventy Word. which 
God'hath revealed in'this doting age oftheworld, euery one according 
to his duty, withour additions or corruptions brought in by man. And let 

| VS 
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vs confeſſe the truth, norambi ly, butopenly, direQly and: pla | 
according to this rexts Thy Word is 4 lantherze ta my feet. | Alſo,] Aung. 
thy Teſtimonies in the preſencs of Kings,and was put tons ſhame. For doubt- 
kfſe, there is more good done by fimple and plaine confefliag of 
the Gofpell,then by modeſt Glence or liklihood of deniall. For God him» 
ſelfe hath char -d-vs to confeſſe the truth, and cannot chuſe but loue 
them that doe 1: ith any danger or loſe of their bodies or goods. Itis 3 
ood andttueſaying ; Chriſtian mens bloud is a Scede, and in what 

Id ſocuer ir is ſowne, there ſpring vp Chriſtian men moſt plentifully, 
And the experience of*the Church accordeth with the ſaying from 
whence this manner of fpeech was taken. 

Lervs vnderſtand that the proper Tight coulour of Gods Church is the 
bloudy Crofle, bur let vs ſettle our faith conftanily vpon.the-promiſes 
concerniog the preſence and helpe of God, that God will either mitigate 
ovr miſeries how horrible foeuer they be, or wipe them quite away, or 
elſe for a lictle ſuffering he will doe vs a greater good tune that ſhall eu« 

-dure'for euermore, ' Let our faith alſo ftrcngehen and cheere. it ſelfe wich 
theſe true coofiderations, that: God is farre fironger then all ourene- 
mies, whether bodily or ghoſtly: Andin his hand our time is, in whom 
weliue, moue, and are. Let our enemies (the. Papiſts) vaunt, let them 
grin, let them ſtampe and ftare,and breathe nothing elſe but Sword, Fire, 
and Gun-fhot, Yer they ſhall not be able co rouch one haire of our head, 
ſo mich as with the tip of their finger, wichour the will and ſufferaace of 
God, And like as mad Dogs haue their limits, euen ſo Tyrants havetheir 
limited meares, beyond the which (let them faine, let them practiſe, Jet 
them ftirre what they will)rthey ſhall nor paſſe. The Scriprure faith, Blaud- 
thirfty and deceitfull men ſhal not line out balfe their age, Pſal. 55 Alſo, [ 
bave ſernethe wiched exalted and adnanced avone the Cedar trees of Libamw. 
ed [paſſid by andlor,oe was not : I ſought him, and bu place was not found, 
- P/al. 37: And concerning the helpe ot God, theſe beright comfortable 
ſayings : Eſay 46. Tow that are borne in my wombe, 1 wil beare you ſtil vnte 
your old dayer, and wntill your head be gray. {bane maze you, and 1 will ſte 
ftaine you, I will beare yow and { will ſaue you. P(al. 34. Afany are tbe trou- 
bles of the righteous, but the Lord ſhall deliner them out of all. Pſal.g1, When 
he ts in trouble I amwith hims, I will delinev him, and 7 will glorifie bim. A» 
gaine, Behold, I am with you ftull unto the end of the warld. No man foall 
take wy Sheepe owt of myband; and ſuch like Sentences. 

Itis certaine alſo, that the-Church of God had never more glory and 
dignity, then when it was toffed and turmoiled with moſt extreme pes 
rils, as it were with moſtrsging tempeſts. -For' then God kc 
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both his mercy and might after a wonderfull ſors., The Lords hand is } 
notſhortened yer. Andalbeitchere can nomanner of meanes bepercei= Þ} 
by mansgeaſon; as. when one that baving made ſhipwracke, ſwim» | 
meth in the midi of cheSea, and ſeeth no;haucn nor ſhore ro wade vgs 
to, yet God ſhall caſt vs forthone boord or ogher,and ſhew vs ſome ha. 
ven that we may ftruggle out atleogth, andbe moſt happily deliuered. 
And alchough.we be drownedio the tormy rempeſts, yerthe body of the 
congregation ſhall doubtlefſe abide.ſafe.and ſound, If God live (as no 
man willcall it io queſtion) the Church- muſt needs liue too, as Chriſt 
faith, Five, and yow.(ball trme, Tob. 1.4. Moreover, hee will ſayethe beſt 
thing in vs, cuen our ſoule, thoughthe body beedeſtroyed, according, 
to theſe words, He that will loſe hs life for my ſake, [ball ſancit, viz. God 
ſhall firengrhenvs with the holy Ghoſt, ſo that we ſhall beable cheere= 
fally & Routly co abide and oyercome all kinde of calamities, God doth | 
pot traine euery body through the red Sea, as be didithe people of [rae | 
He keeperh not cuery man vaburned in the fiery Furnaces, as he did De» «|. 
ies companions : he preſerueth not all from care among the hungry Li- 
ons;ashe did Daxiel and others, There have bin yery many holy men 8& 
women {ſwallowed vp, and are fill, wich the. furious woodneſfe of the. 
world, as it were with gulfes ofthe earth ;:many hauc had their bowels 
caſtto wilde beaſts, and.into fire and water, but yet God hath nor lefe 
them deſtitute ofhishelpe. He helpeth them, chough not outwardly yet 
inwardly,ſo as their faith groweth ſo trong,that they eſteemeall the ſor- 
rowes and torrhents of their bodies for triflles, in compariſen of char life 
& glory to come: andreioyce thatghey muſt die for confeſſing of Chrift. 
Chrift deliuered nor the firſt Martyr Stephen out of the hands of moſt 
mercilefle murtherers, he kept himnot from the violence of the ſtones 
that they hurled at his head.. Chriſt ſuffered this to be done, as though 
he had not regarded this moftbleſſed witneſſe of-his., But yet. bee was 
not farre from him. For cuen. there Heauen was ſet wide opep to the 
mof} bleſſed Martyr, tbat with his bodily eyes he eſpicd Chriſt Randing 
at the Fathers right hand, ſo as he might ſee,as it were,the gate open be- 
fore his face, through the which he muſt by and by Rep inro eucilafting 
bleflednefle, This matter doubtleſſe was a moſt ſure token vato Stephewm, 
thac Chriſt was preſeatwith bim.at bis ſuffting, and that ſame made him | 
toreckonall the ſorrowes that he ſuffered bur flea-bitings in reſpeR of 
_ the glory that he ſhould Rraightwaies enjoy with bis Chriſt,. Therefore 
this opening and comforting that. Chriſt ſhewed there, was doubtleſſe 
more welcome & ioyous vato Stepben,chenif he bad deliuered bim from 
the puniſhment without the ſamereuelacion, God ſuffered Lawrence « 
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be broiled ona Gridyron for.confefſing of Chrift, Bur hee preferued his 
ſoule and his faith after.ſuch ſort;thathe ſcarcely felt the coles-that bur- 
ned his body all ouer. And then when his ſouls-was going our of his 
mouth, yet he ſpake ro Decixe with courage : O thow tyrant ,if thow thinke 
thy cruell minde not ſatisfied cut ont a pecce of me now, and thruſt it into thy 
month that thou muc#t take thy fill, andftanch thy Fomacke againſt me, This 
moſt holy man had not this hearty.courage, nor-ſpake theſe words-of 
himſelfe,but Emanuel that dwelled/in bim,and the holy. Ghoſt that kind- 
led his courage with-a feruent faith and hope of ecernall life, thus vpheld. 
and encouraged this Martyr. | 
Sheree vs not goe about to aucid perill by mans mother.wit with: 
the injurie of Gods word,and confeſfing of Chriſt : ler vs/nor bring the: 
doting deviſes of our owne reaſon into Chrifis kingdome. For God hath, 
determined this reſolutely with himſelfe, that he will gouerne his Church. 
after another faſhion;rhen we thinke it convenient; that is,be will ſuffer 
it to beprefſed with the crofſe of perſecution, bur not oppreſied : exer- 
ciſed, butnotdeftroyed, For that hee takethcobe the moſt wholeſome 
way for the godly. There is ſo. much wickednefle naturally grauen inall 
men, thatia proſperity, and when they-have-the: world at-will, they can 
catily looke on high, waxe ſtout, play the ruflers, viſe Gods benefits with- 
out thankfulneſle, caſt away all care touching earneſt repentance our of 
their heart, they pray coldly and faintly,yes,theynegleA God,& ſetmore. 
by remporall and carnall commodities,than by Gad,and feare the world 
morethan God himſelfe, - ' | 
This is the very-ſchoolehouſe of the diue)l himſelfe, wherein he inſtru-- 
Aeth and bringeth vp his minions meer for his owne court, By reaſon 
whereof reſt and peace doe many times a great deale more harme to the 
Church of God,than warre,baniſhment,and perſecution itſelfe. Bur God: - 
doth wittingly hold his people vnder the holy Crofſe,as itwere ina wraſts _ . 
. lingplace,to teach them continuallrepentance, that godly men and wo- 
men may confeſſe their fianes to be no ſmall matters, gn, are the 
occafions of calamities, that they may aske forgiueneſſe by. fairh+for - 
Chriſts ſake , and that they may giue themſclues ro prayer the more - 
feruently. (for. without afflitions and cuill intreating -prayer Wax- 
eth cold.) and ſo alfo that the mercy and goodnefleof God; may the - 
more readily bee perceived, yea, and the mighty power of God al- 
ſo, Which is marvailons in his Saints, and-riddeth them-out of ma- - 
ny.encombrances, farre otherwiſe than mans -reaſon doth perceiue. 
Therefore... Dawid faith; It i good for mee that thon haſt» chaſtened 
mee, for thereby-1 bane learned thy Statutes, P/.119, Againe, The _— 
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bizebattifing bath chiPitabe, far ave pine rv ater were eh, P/al.1 2 1 
1 came ner ro ſend peace (ſaith Chrift) bet a ſword, Meat.ro, A wot world * 


bane affiiution, Tob.x6, 


"When men flumble ar chis fumbling Rone, and doe eithereransforme = 


theKingdome of Chriſt intoa kingdome of this world; or otherwiſe 
would zuoid ſome perils after the manuer of man, ro wir, in corning Rei. 
gion asthe higher powers will:thenhacthGod euer from the beginning 
nd the meanes, ro deftroy and confound, cuen the beſt counſels that 
mans reaſon could deuiſe, according to the old Proyerbe'; Hons proponir, 
Dem difponit ; Manprurpoſeth,and God diſpoſerb : that is, God ordreth the 
matter another way. ' Alſo Eſa:8. Make your ſelne: ſtrong, and you ſhall bee 
evercome, gird your ſeluerftouth, and ye ſhall be onerthrowne;; lay your heads 
together and your rounſel frall not taks effett; [peaks the word, andit ſpall net 
rome to paſſe: forthe Lord is with vr. 
Notwithflanding theſe words ought not to be taken captiouſly of any 
man,1 ſay not, that the Churchſhould wiſh ro be in danger,nor ruſh wit> 
lingly into perilt: for chat were buc tempting of God. And who faith nay, 
| {except he be beaſtly mad)bur ir is necefary & proficable for the Church 
tohauc ſome quiernefſe > For how could the Church be planted, and the 
people rightly inflruQed in the doRrine of ſaluation and true feruing of 
-God,if the Church were tofſed roand'fro withcontinuall hurly-burlies, 
andhadno abiding place for a ſexfonatleaſtwiſetGod of his great good. 
nefſe doth ſometimes allow his Church ſome Halcione daies, which men 
ſhould thankfully accepr and efteerne. But I calke here of the common 
faſhion ofthe Church. Ir hath no perperuall manſion and reſting place, 
bur wandereth abour-as 8 ſtranger for the moſt part. 
Moreouer,there are-none bur vnlawfull meanes of auoiding perils and 
temprations reproucd by me; thatistoſay, ſuch as are praQtiſed with 
the iniury of the heavenly word of God, or doe let men from confeſſing 


of the truth, which muſt needs be plainly done, and nothing ought to | 


hinder or ler. | 

Ler vsalfo beware of this with all diligent foreſight, that we put not 
our truſt in mans Rreogrh, for vaine is the helpe of man. And yet we fraile 
veſſels are wonderfully bent to doe ſo, For ſeeing the helpe of God for the 
moſt part is hidden and maruailous, itmaketh vs todepend vpon thoſe 
things that we are able'ro arraine vnto, as we deeme,by our owrie ſenſes, 
And this matter doth very much encomber euen them that be godly. Buc 
 tevs therefore faſten our affured faithfull rruft rather ypon God alone. 
For be that trufteth in him ſoall land faſt like the mount Sion, and nexer bee 
med, Pſal.125, Andberter it is to truſt inthe Lord, thanin man, Better it 
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jaw im Prices, P/al.2x8. Againe,The Lord faneth nei« 


their God, aud [ will not ſane them by bow, nor by ſword nor by battaile nenhber 
by horſes nor by horſemen.. And in this behalfe God doth for the moft pare 
reach vs by expeticnce,how vaine, and what loſt laboritistoleane tothe 
onely ſuccor of mans helpe. For he firipperh men almoſt of all che helpes, 
wheron they hanged,&cafcerward he ſhewerh evidently,that he is the only: 
defender and ſaviour of his Church,thart men ſhould not thank their own 
| Hl aſcribe all croGod alone, with whom itis all one co ſaue either 

Dy many orby few, yea and without all viſible meanes of helpe, Howbeir 
I would not have any man to cauiltarmy faying,as though we ſhould caft 
away all helpes and lawfull meanes that may be had without offence z for 
wee onely {o to put our confidence in them, that our cheefe cruſt 
may be ln nothing bur in God alone, which is the buckler, ſhield, & ſure. 
fortrefle of all belecuers; fo as in this behalfe the Church maybe difcer- 
ned from the Heathens. For the ſafegardof the Church dependeth of the 
Lord,and as for the Heathen, they purcheir hope in rhemſelues& io their- 
worldly powers. As prophane Aiax ſaith in Sopbocler, That exery Cowheard 
getieth the witlory if God helpe him : but bee wonld hane the wiltory without 
God. But Dawid ſaith, 7 hon Lord art my preſerner, then art my glory, and 
the/ifter vp of my brad. Thou baſt ſtricken all themrhat were apainſt me with » 


ext a care, then baft daſhed out theteeth of (aners, Pal. he Lord wy - 4s 


light and my ſalnation, whom then ſhall I fears ? The Lord uu protetlor of my 
(whom ſoul [ beadreadof? Pſa.r7.T be Lord tr my helper and my defender, 
ang in him my heart hath trufted and | was holpen, Pſal. 28. hon geneft Kings 
their ſafegard;Pſalargge'!  * | 3 62 lgete bs 
Let vs alſo ſubmit ourſelues vntothe will of God when we ſee rempe- - 
Rgous Rormes blufſter again vs on encry fide. Lotysnort murmuragainft 


| fomanyafiQtions,nor be angry withGod and his word 2 Jer vsnotſhake 


off the confeffing of the trurh ::lec vs not:run into -nlawfull meanes, but 
Ricke hard,and go through with the matter, and looke paticnilyfor help 
at Gods hand,as the Pſalme ſaith ; Looke for the Lord, ſicke to it manfully, 
be of goed cheere, abide the Lords leaſure,P(.27.The Lord became the prore 
mans refuge,and bu belpe when he was in trouvle.Pſ,10.Jn anocher place; If 
he tarrie,abide bis comming ; far he willcome,and not tarry, Aba.2. 

For this obedience God tequirech at ourhands cuen in corporalthings, 
that we ſhould with patience ſubimir our ſcſues vnto his will, Bur that is 
alſo paſt our power: and therefore wee are promiſed helpe of the holy. 
Ghoſt, which we muſt pray diligent!y for. As Pſal.z7.biddeth vs 3 Sub- 
xt thy ſelfe into the Lord, and pray onto bim. In which words mages 

things, 
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band p hah Chrineg bis Diſciples, are lt { 
terpratees. - And what the efficacie of true prayeris;'the hiſtories of holy - 
Scripture on ED of allate manytimes obw. * 
'\ ined and eftcted by prayers-An -nco prayer there bel =} 
very many things;. whichcaiino thee hadintheChurch* "our the 
enllenaGocerwenptcs Spin enobege God; x07ep 
ghoftly, to know theftate of che Ch 
edcrlafting life, and co looke for helpe, 'or for: "_—_ 
paines.in'this life.And ſuch like, 
>; Finally, ler vs-confider and:confider apaine, how 
+ hall be in,at che comming of our Lord Teſu Chrift, y 
-hedtheir bloud for confeſhog of him. When one ſhall ſtand there, that 
was ſawedaſunder,-anotherthachad his head-curoff: one that was tun 
Tppentenchayaprenetapioc halter; onethar was _ | 
"Ronedro was drowned inth was. 
' burned, anctber chat was deuoured of wilde beaſts; 31d anorherrhatwis 
L yngk. refuge Theſe torcures und 2fliftions of body ſhall then#ps - 


PI 


be as (onany lee 3 'ornaments beautifying the Saints of _ * 
comfortable meeting ſhall chere be of - Chriſt | 
rhelpeelionorlant FLO _ 


+otheo Angelsand men'? This dignitie-fabu abw _y Mech in-few words © 
"Theſe be the Saints, that have ſhed their bloud for the ceftamenr'of has 
WG anaprtigphabanctha_e Hops ; 
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